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1 Introduction

This is a preliminary proposal to encode the Vatteluttu script in Unicode. Its purpose is to present a tentative
encoding model for the script. Research is ongoing and a formal proposal is forthcoming, which will contain
background information and additional details on the script. Feedback is sought from experts. The code
points used here are arbitrary and will likely change once the script is allocated to the Unicode Roadmap.

2 Script Details

2.1 Structure

The general structure of Vatteluttu is similar to that of Tamil. Each consonant letter possesses an inherent
vowel. Independent vowels are written using letters. Non-initial forms of vowels are expressed using com-
bining signs. Vowel signs attach to the left, right, or below the base. Some signs consist of two parts, which
are written to the left and right of the base. Historically, the script did not possess a virama or pulli for si-
lencing the inherent vowel, but such a sign was introduced at a later time. Consonant clusters are represented
linearly. In later sources, each bare consonant in a cluster is marked by placing the virama above the letter.

2.2 Character repertoire and representative glyphs
The proposed repertoire is based upon characters that occur in inscriptions and character inventories pub-
lished in secondary sources. The representative glyphs are normalizations of forms given in these sources

and have been designed by the proposal author. The glyphs are intended to illustrative, not typographically
aesthetic. Glyphs may change based upon feedback from the user community.

2.3 Vowels

There are 11 vowel letters:

é/l VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER A

% VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER AA
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*J"  VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER I
glo VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER 1II
JJ VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER U
¢/  VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER UU
2 VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER E
63 VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER EE
r\i'l._n VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER Al
12/ VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER O
122 VATTELUTTU VOWEL LETTER OO

The 63 VOWEL LETTER E and € VOWEL LETTER O are not attested in early sources. They occur in a later source
and are produced by adding the sign <* VIRAMA to €3 VOWEL LETTER EE and $2 VOWEL LETTER 00, respectively
(see figure 20). The vowel letter *AU is not attested in the sources examined thus far.

2.4 Vowel Signs

There are 10 dependent vowel signs:

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN I

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN II
| VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U

VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU

Y{i  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E
Vi VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE
65 VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN Al
v’ VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O
ve”  VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN 00

There is no dependent form for 2 VOWEL LETTER A. The vowel represented by this letter is inherent in each
consonant. The dependent forms ¥<* VOWEL SIGN E and ¥<*” VOWEL SIGN 0 are later additions, as are the
corresponding independent letters, and are produced by placing the sign < VIRAMA above the base along with
V3 VOWEL SIGN EE and V2" VOWEL SIGN 00, respectively (see figure 20). A vowel sign for *AuU is not attested.
Several combinations of a base letter and a vowel sign are rendered as ligatures.
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2.5 Consonants

There are 18 consonant letters:

¢ G C M ®w WL Cc @ x 3 *

S

g 6 3 € C 2

VATTELUTTU LETTER KA

VATTELUTTU LETTER NGA

VATTELUTTU LETTER CA

VATTELUTTU LETTER NYA

VATTELUTTU LETTER TTA

VATTELUTTU LETTER NNA

VATTELUTTU LETTER TA

VATTELUTTU LETTER NA

VATTELUTTU LETTER PA

VATTELUTTU LETTER MA

VATTELUTTU LETTER YA

VATTELUTTU LETTER RA

VATTELUTTU LETTER LA

VATTELUTTU LETTER VA

VATTELUTTU LETTER LLA

VATTELUTTU LETTER LLLA

VATTELUTTU LETTER RRA

VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA
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Each consonant letter bears the inherent vowel /a/. In several sources the left terminals of 3 Ta, O RRA, and
3 NNNA are connected, such that the letters are rendered in as a closed loop. This is a stylistic matter and
can be viewed as glyphic variation.

2.6 Aytam

The ¢ VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM is used for indicating aspiration (see figure 16). It corresponds to & U+0B83
TAMIL SIGN VISARGA.

2.7 Virama

The < VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA is used for silencing the inherent vowel of a consonant letter. It has no control
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2.8 Punctuation

Anshuman Pandey

Script-specific punctuation marks do not occur in the sources examined thus far. Some manuscripts show
usage of dashes for separating sections of text. Word boundaries are not distinguished using spaces.

2.9 Collation

The sort order for Vatteluttu is as follows:

Ya < Yaa < V1 < Pl < UU < QE < OQEE < Al < Qo0 <

00 < TKA < UNGA < ¥FCA < ONYA < UTTA < 8NNA < 3TA < 2NA <

VrPA < UMA < DA < 1RA < VLA < UVA < YLLA < MLLIA < ORRA <

I NNNA < TAYTAM <
%) VOWEL SIGN U <

673 VOWEL SIGN Al < V&) VOWEL SIGNO < VY

3 Character Data

3.1 Character Properties

In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

11F00; VATTELUTTU
11F01; VATTELUTTU
11F02; VATTELUTTU
11F03; VATTELUTTU
11F04; VATTELUTTU
11F05; VATTELUTTU
11F06; VATTELUTTU
11F07; VATTELUTTU
11F08; VATTELUTTU
11F09; VATTELUTTU
11FO0A; VATTELUTTU
11F0B; <reserved>
11F0C; VATTELUTTU
11FO0D; VATTELUTTU
11FOE; VATTELUTTU
11FOF; VATTELUTTU
11F10; VATTELUTTU
11F11;VATTELUTTU
11F12; VATTELUTTU
11F13; VATTELUTTU
11F14;VATTELUTTU
11F15; VATTELUTTU
11F16; VATTELUTTU
11F17;VATTELUTTU
11F18; VATTELUTTU
11F19; VATTELUTTU

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

VOWEL SIGN AA <

%) VOWEL SIGN1 <

VOWEL SIGN 00 < £ VIRAMA

229 VOWEL SIGN T <

9 VOWEL SIGN UU < il VOWEL SIGN E < VYii VOWEL SIGN EE <
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11F1A; VATTELUTTU LETTER LLA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:;N;;:;:

11F1B; VATTELUTTU LETTER LLLA;Lo;O0;L;;;;::N;;::;

11F1C; VATTELUTTU LETTER RRA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;;;

11F1D; VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA;Lo;O0;L;;;::N;:::;

11F1E; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA;Mc;0;L;;;::N;;::3

11F1F; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN I;Mc;0;L;;;;:N;;;:;:;

11F20; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN II;Mc;0;L;;;;:N;;;:;:;
11F21;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U;Mc;0;L;;;:;:N;;:;::;

11F22; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;:;

11F23; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E;Mc;0;L;11F24 11F2A;;;;N;;;::;
11F24;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE;Mc;0;L;;;;:N;;::

11F25; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AI;Mc;O0;L;;;;:N;;::;

11F26; VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O;Mc;0;L;11F3F 11F2A 11F35;;;;N;;;;;
11F27;VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO;Mc;0;L;11F3F 11F35;;;:;N;;;;;
11F28;<reserved>

11F29;VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;::

11F2A; VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;:;N;;;;;

3.2 Linebreaking

In the format of LineBreak.txt:

11F00..11F0A; AL # VATTELUTTU LETTER A .. VATTELUTTU LETTER OO
11F0C..11F1D; AL # VATTELUTTU LETTER KA .. VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA
11F1E..11F27; CM # VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA .. VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO
11F29; CM # VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM

11F2A; CM # VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA

3.3 Syllabic Categories

In the format of IndicSyllabicCategory.txt:

# Indic Syllabic Category=Vowel Independent
11F00..11F0A ; Vowel Independent # Lo [6] VATTELUTTU LETTER A
VATTELUTTU LETTER OO

# Indic_Syllabic Category=Vowel Dependent
11F1E..11F27 ; Vowel Dependent # Mc [3] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA
VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO

# Indic Syllabic Category=Consonant

11F0C..11F1D ; Consonant # Lo VATTELUTTU LETTER KA
VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA

# Indic Syllabic Category=Modifying Letter

11F29 ; Modifying Letter # Lo VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM

3.4 Positional Categories

In the format of IndicPositionalCategory.txt:

# Indic_Positional Category=Right
11F35..11F37 ; Right # Mc [3] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA
VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U

# Indic Positional Category=Left
11F3F..11F40 ; Left # Mc [2] VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE
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VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AI

# Indic Positional Category=Left And Right
11F42 ; Left and Right # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN OO

# Indic Positional Category=Top
11F2A ; Top # Mn VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA

# Indic Positional Category=Bottom
11F22 ; Bottom # Mn VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU

# Indic Positional Category=Top And Left
11F23 ; Top_ And Left # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E

# Indic Positional Category=Top And Left And Right
11F26 ; Top_And Left And Right # Mc VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O
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11F3F

Independent vowels

11F00 24 VATTELUTTU LETTER A

11F01 2, VATTELUTTU LETTER AA

11F02 2 VATTELUTTU LETTER I

11F03 9. VATTELUTTU LETTER II

11F04 & VATTELUTTU LETTER U

11F05 ¥ VATTELUTTU LETTER UU

11F06 6 VATTELUTTU LETTER E

11F07 & VATTELUTTU LETTER EE

11F08 nqn VATTELUTTU LETTER Al
11F09 € VATTELUTTU LETTER O
11F0A € VATTELUTTU LETTER OO
11F0B <reserved>

Consonants

11FOC % VATTELUTTU LETTER KA
11FOD < VATTELUTTU LETTER NGA
11FOE ¥ VATTELUTTU LETTER CA
11FOF 9 VATTELUTTU LETTER NYA
11F10 O VATTELUTTU LETTER TTA
11F11 8 VATTELUTTU LETTER NNA
11F12 3 VATTELUTTU LETTER TA
11F13 2 VATTELUTTU LETTER NA
11F14 © VATTELUTTU LETTER PA
11F15 @ VATTELUTTU LETTER MA
11F16 © VATTELUTTU LETTER YA
11F17 1 VATTELUTTU LETTER RA
11F18 e VATTELUTTU LETTER LA
11F19 & VATTELUTTU LETTER VA
11F1A ¢ VATTELUTTU LETTER LLA
11F1B ™1 VATTELUTTU LETTER LLLA
11F1C o VATTELUTTU LETTER RRA
11F1D 2 VATTELUTTU LETTER NNNA

Dependent vowel signs

11F1E <" VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN AA

11F1F  ©v VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN I

11F20 <Y VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN II

11F21 <) VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN U

11F22 ¢ VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN UU

11F23 v& VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN E
=11F24 vo 11F2A <

11F24 vo VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN EE

11F25 s> VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN Al

11F26 v&” VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN O
=11F24 vo 11F2A & 11F1E <7

11F27 v« VATTELUTTU VOWEL SIGN 00
=11F24 v 11F1E 7

11F28 <reserved>

Aytam

11F29 % VATTELUTTU SIGN AYTAM

Virama
11F2A < VATTELUTTU SIGN VIRAMA
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha
KA + Eg Fo
KHA 1 — 62l
GA N — v
GHA b — 6L
NGA C &) 2
cA d [} 9|
CHA d — 20
JA E — 22
JHA [ — [E2V)
NYA h 63 5
TTA C @) L
TTHA O — @)
DDA r — 2J
DDHA & — RN
NNA I 3 6001
TA A 3 5
THA (O] — us
DA P — 2
DHA D — uo
NA 1 2 15)

Table 1: Comparison of the consonant letters Ka .. NA of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

PA L (&) 6L |
PHA b — 6110
BA o — 61
BHA T — KoY
MA 8 O 3
YA L \ & wl
RA | 1 o
LA J 6V @)
VA ) (] 6L
SHA T — us
SSA b — 0%
SA e — 6110
HA L — 6m
LLA L \p 308
LLLA P M —
RRA A @) —
NNNA L N —

Table 2: Comparison of the consonant letters A .. NNNA of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.

10
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha
A H tJ| d
" H 24 &
I L as)

>
=|

II

U L J 2
uu E (T oem
VOCALIC R X — 83
VOCALIC RR X — 8393
VOCALIC L g — 61y
VOCALIC LL ? — 6103
E A (2] —
EE — €9 6XTT
AT Ay nqn Clewor
0 L 24 —
00 — 2 62
AU I3 — 62617

Table 3: Comparison of vowel letters of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.

11
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Brahmi Vatteluttu Grantha

VOWEL SIGN AA i -tII..:- T
VOWEL SIGN I o ) )
VOWEL SIGN I 9

VOWEL SIGN U i ) i

VOWEL SIGN UU
VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R - —
VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR e —

VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L

oIl
VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL o _ ':3::?'6‘@

VOWEL SIGN E

VOWEL SIGN EE — i A

A
D)

VOWEL SIGN AI

VOWEL SIGN O
VOWEL SIGN 00 — i Ol

VOWEL SIGN AU T _ Glser

Table 4: Comparison of dependent vowel signs of Brahmi, Vatteluttu, and Grantha.

12
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3 e
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vazhappally Plates.JPG

Figure 1: Vatteluttu inscription on a copper plate issued by the Chera king Rajashekhara Varman
(r. 820—844). The opening text is inscribed in Grantha. These are known as the Vazhapalli plates.
An inventory of letterforms occuring in the plates is given in figure 2 below.
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vazhappally Plates - Description.JPG

Figure 2: Inventory of Vatteluttu letterforms occuring in the Vazhapalli copper plate inscription
(see figure 1).
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- ) b G vqj "w'\w(‘/ U."‘L__,_
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I IR IREns & 2\
‘fﬁ«\aw\f«wws tEEA TR &
NEI e @D X “,buJﬂﬁqu;
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tharisappalli copper plates.jpg

Figure 3: Vatteluttu inscription on a copper plate issued by the Venad ruler Ayyanadikal Thiru-
vadikal to the Syrian Christian leader Maruvan Sapir Iso during the reign of the Chera ruler Sthanu
Ravi Varma (c. 849 cE). It records the grant of land for a church near Kollam and several rights.
Shown here are the verso and recto of the first of five plates. The other plates contain inscriptions
in Arabic, Hebrew, and Pahlavi. The set is known as the Tharisapalli or Kollam plates.
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Figure 4: Reproduction of the Vatteluttu inscription on the copper plates issued by the Chera ruler
Bhaskara Ravi Varma (11th c. cE) to the Jewish merchant Issuppu Irappan (= Joseph Rabban) of
Cochin, granting land and proprietary rights (from Anquetil-Duperron 1781: plates 1, 2). The verso

and recto of the first plate is shown here. The second plate is shown in figure 5.
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Figure 5: The verso of the second plate of the grant to Issuppu Irappan (from Anquetil-Duperron
1781: plate 3). The recto of the plate is blank.

FAC-SIM ILE oF a JEWISH SASANAM.

W.Emogs. PHOTO-LITH.

Figure 6: A mechanical reproduction of the copper plate shown in 5 above (from Burnell 1874:
plate after p. 334). The image has been stitched. The color variation is present in the source from
which the image has been extracted.
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TABLE o the ALPHABET used in the JEWISH and SYRIAN INSCRIPTIOVS

at: COCHIN,

y |yl e
R AEAE Yy oy | v
L i L
A (e [0 |
| P9 |y Q.
¢ | U 0T Y A U |
z |8 ad’ 0"
;|8 o |69 S, 3| &
~le 1o |2 |2975 | &

7 v | U en | W ¥l Nl
n |29 || O X | ey | |
v |z | |ed TA (O
arEE ¥ 1+ -
¢ lgu |0 O 6y *
v e o P 9] Y <2
rlo ool o g
DR =~
| G g P o *
| o (/| P P I as”
KB, Gnsonants widhout awy Vowel are the same as thase wid a. Tn modarn Tamil the Virama is

mwM&y @ dot over the letter:
B fecit. Gm.Lir);.g.?Igess,Baan.

Figure 7: Inventory of Vatteluttu letterforms occuring in copper plate inscriptions to Jewish and
Syrian Christian communities in Kerala (from Burnell 1872: plate before p. 229).
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First Plaic; First Side.

Svasti $iih @32 K6 Pakkaran=Iravivarmmar tiruvadikkuschchelli-ninra
yindaikk=edir nillppatt-Arim=indu avvindu Sindattil Viyilan=ni-

nra Magara-fifiyirrul  Tirunelli-Pperumalidaiya Sirikiriyamms=iva-

du [1*] Tirunelli=kkollum udappidu Tirunelli-Pperumalkku a-
tti=kkoduttin Ssinsran<Kédavarmman-iyipa adigal Puraigila-

rum [\*] nilalam paniyum kidiy atti koduttir [I*] Puraigila-

nadu mudugira vilumavar vannu ti{ru*]vadiy=ttoludil mupna-

niliyAl Ayira=niliy ariy koduttn iraiyppi®¥=kkada-

var [1*] Tirunelli-Pperumalidaiya Sirikiriyam kuda*=kkadaviyava-

gal kidiy=allida oruttan ékkaiykam oru-fuvidmiyéda kadi dé-

o 00 N T oo L L

—
<

First Plate ; Second Side,

11 vakarigam kedukkum drilan ullidu udaiyadu

12 suvimi kolla=kkadavar [1*] drilanum Or-ttarai ofi dévakiriya-
13 m feyil Ayiratt-ebtn  kinam pon dandam pada=kkadavan [1*] i-
14 ttipattinnu  tan=fdatigalum  yigigalum © unnipinro®s

15 Selutti  kolla=kkadavar [\*] ipperumalidaiya sirikari-

16y arvidfiu  arinin Seluttichehu  kolla=kkadavar [1*] i-

17 vviir=ngattu Grila=iga  kiyil manulachchér=iga séda-

13 m%*® Seyyom  vilakkommavagal drdlan  vilakkil -

19 rubattu-nil=kkalaiifin pon dandam padaskkadavar [1*] koyi-

Figure 8: Vatteluttu inscription in the Tirunelli copper plate grant of Bhaskara Ravi Varman, plate
1, verso and recto (from Hultzsch 1891: plate 1; p. 290). Plate 2 is given in figure 9.
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Second Plate; First Side.

20 1 manpulachchér vilakkil nilal=vvagaiyra koyi-
£1 lkku pom [1*] attai=ttisai kedittavagal danda-ppada=
22 kkadavar [1*] ippanpina saikétam adigal Puraigi-
23 Jarum nijalum  paniyum murrarra=kkiidi Tirune-
24 1li mukkdlvattatta ninrn  tan=hbitigalo[m*] yo-
25 gigalom  Gralar  kaiyyilum  atti=kkodut-
2¢ tar [1¥] Pugaigilanattu AThdrruvarkkom Aiyd-
27 yhavarkkum kis=ida [1*] ichehankétam  alikka-

Necond Plate; Second Sile.
25 mavagn]l Mao)ikkalattu kachcham [1*] iirikdriya-
29 m unninru  $eyyichchdn Malaiyampalli
30 Ariyai=Kuttan 1 @7 | @ vilakku nittal[k*Jku  madivan
31 nadiyadikkula=nadiyadikkularn kulam kulattin  panagun-
32 da kol=kkulai mukkdpam vaibhina vali karandam tunagaiyu-
33 pgaminding  Dapagandan kalattirn Odadiru XKaraififianQr sa-
34 bha vitta pimi nirro-aiymbatt-Gl-arai kisa  ponni-
35 nnn anubavikkinra plmi [1*] ippid[mi*Iyil kila-kuv(ail-
36 yi minra nandd-viflalkka Seluttikka kadavar Xaraiffia-
37 [nor sabha] [u¥]

Second Plate ; Right Margin.

(1] wTi- [2] rune- [3] 1- [4] L [5] A- [6] l- [7] vaou

Figure 9: Vatteluttu inscription in the Tirunelli copper plate grant of Bhaskara Ravi Varman, plate
2, verso and recto (from Hultzsch 1891: plate 2, p. 290, 291). Plate 1 is given in figure 8.
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1 Svasti &l [11*) Kb=Pparaké[4a]ri[vapma)-
2 rkku!! ¥[8lndu muppattu-nilu i-
3 vv-[]n[d]u Nafji-nAftltu Tiruch-
4 chivindirattu [M]ad[é])varkkn Te-
5 p-nittu Talaikkulattu [A]raiyap=A-
6 ravin[dan] éandi[r-dd]i[tta]-va[la]-
7 mb niyadi ulakkn ne[y] mutt[4]-
8 mal erivadiga vaichcha tiru-no-
9 ndé-vilakkn onzipukkn vaich[cha®]
10 [6]avé [ma]vA pér 4do  a[m]badu [|*] [i])vai
11 aimbadum. parad[ai]-sabhaiyarkka []|*]

Figure 10: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of a lamp by Araiyan Aravindan of Ta-
laikulam to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram during the reign of the Chola king Parake-
sarivarman (from Hultzsch 1898: plate A; p. 42).
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Svesti [&rf] [11*] Madifraiyu]lm flamum kopda ké=P-
para[ké)sa{ri}jvapmarkku [vinldu nirpadu i
v[v-4n]du Ku[m]ba-ni[y]ir[ rn]=Ttiruchchi-
vindirat[tu] Emberumégukkn=-Kka]ak-
[kJud(i]-nittu=-[K)kara[valndapurat[tu] vi[y]ipdri Oru-
[n]g[ai] Aranga[q] vaitta  tiri-nondA.vilakkn o
(olra nirai [palatta] mu[ppadu] [|*] i[dn] ni[éa]dam
v]a[kk=aJrai ne[y] muttd[mal] pa[galulm iravom
[6a]ndilr]-Adi[tta-vax] e[r]i[vadAlga [vi]t[ta] [$4]vé md-
vA<[p]pér-8d[a  elu]ba[tt-aifiju] [|*] iva[gd]  Tir[u]-
vé[n]gada[nilai]kkn [vaitta ti]ri-[non]dA-vilak-
ku oprifpuklkn [ni)éa[da]m Al[A]k[kn] ne[y] mér-
[psldi  [elri{valddlga] viltlts  8d[n ijrubatt-ai-
fiju [I*] &[ga] Adu nl[rum pa]radai-chchavai[y]a[rkku]
(kAt]ti-kkudu[t]tana [II*]

Figure 11: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of two lamps by Orungai Arangan, a mer-
chant of Karavandapuram, to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram (from Hultzsch 1898:

plate B; p. 43).
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Svasti  6d [|*] Kb Iradairdsa-Kédarivag-
markku yindu pattim yindu tudan.
gina Karkadaga-ia[yi® Jrru [(N&)fji-nag(fu]
brahmad8yam Tiruchchi[v]in[di]rat[tu]
Mahadévark[ku this-[n)itu Mala[va]-
[raipslp  (Selo[ni] Kna[ndalg [nifads]m  ufla]-
k(ku] ney éandir-Aditta-val ira-

[vaJm po[gallom [mu*][t]tA{ma]l erivaddga [vail-
. cheha  tir{n)-nondd-vilak[k]Ju  opru [|*]  [i]duk[ku]
vai[chJcha [é4]vA  ®muvA=ppér=Adu  ahmbedu? [|*]
ivai mila-paradai-[sa]bh[aiy]ar vafam kitti=
kkoduttapa || mfila-paradai-chcha[ vai]yArum
Ewmberumin [V]ettirkundi [Pa]dait[taru]-
[ma]p Kapai(yaJo-du[gJaify-a]kki® va[6a®](m] k(b]tti=
k[ku]duttaga [I*]

— e e
G N O O 00T DR B GO

Figure 12: Vatteluttu stone inscription recording the gift of a lamp by Malavaraiya Senni Kandan of
Ilanadu (Sri Lanka) to the Sthanunatha temple at Tiruchchivindiram during the reign of the Chola
king Rajaraja-Kesarivarman (from Hultzsch 1898: plate C; p. 44).
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Svasti  [6r] [|I*] Kandalar-S8alai  kalam-aguttn
[Es]aga-pidiyum Nujamba-pidiyam Tadi-
[vlga-vali[ylum Véngai-nadum ko-
[n]da kd R4 jardja-[K]ésarivapma-
[rlku yé[o)du padi-nilu ivv-8-
ndu " Vi[ra]ch[ch]iga-na[yi*][zxu] Irdjardja-
[va]lanfitta Nadji-na[{Itu brahmadé-
yam Sujintiratta Emmeramé[n]*
tévaddpam Niruba[§]égara[va]lanalla-
reappil [Tlepvalanalltir mfip?
3ki]-kkArfpmai udaiya [k]udi-
gal tinddd udaiyr ndaiya

Figure 13: Vatteluttu stone inscription (from Hultzsch 1898: plate D; p. 45). The inscription is
incomplete, as noted by Hultzsch, on account of damage. Portions below line 12 are, therefore,

unavailable.
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Go ITTI ACHUDEM Doétor Malabaricus Natione Che-
g0, gentilis & naturalis in Carrapuram , feuterra dicta Codda
Carapalli, habitator edium dictarum Coladda, qui proavis, avis
& parentibus Medicis feu Do¢oribus natus {um, teftor me per man-
datum D. Commendatoris HENRICI 3 RHEEDE, venifle in
Civitatem Cochinenfers & per EMANUELEM CARNEIRO
Nobilis Societatis Indicz interpretem dixiffe & dictifle nomina,

virtutes medicas & proprictates arborum, plantarum, herbarum &
* Kk kK con-

Figure 14: Malayalam text written in Vatteluttu by Itti-Achudem in the Hortus Indicus Malabaricus,
a Latin text on the flora of Malabar (from van Reede tot Drakestein 1678). The remainder of the
translation is shown in figure 15 below.
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convolvulorum tum fcriptas & explicatas in libro noftro, tum quas
diuturna experientia & exercitio obfervaveram ; quod verd hzc
explicatio & dictatio abfque ullo dubio preterierit, nec ullus Do-
&orum Malabaricorum fit qui de veritate eorum qua dixi dubitet,
feci preefentes quas propria manu mea fcripfi & fubferipfi. Datum

in Civis, Cochin. 20. Aprilis 1675.

ITTI-ACHUDEM, Door Malabaricus.

Traduttum ex lingua Malabarica in Lufitanicam per

MANUELEM CARNEIRO,

Erex Lufitanica in Latinam per me

CHRISTIANUM HERMAN de DONEP,
Secretarium Civilem Civitatis Cochinenfis.

HOC

Figure 15: Latin translation of the Malayalam text in Vatteluttu in the Hortus Indicus Malabaricus

(from van Reede tot Drakestein 1678). Continued from figure 14.
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Figure 16: Excerpt of the Thirukkural in Vatteluttu and Tamil (from Siromoney, et al 1976: 26).
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Source: http://www.tamilvu.org/courses/degree/a051/a0514/html/a051414.htm

Figure 17: Comparison of the evolution of Vatteluttu (left) and Tamil (right) from Brahmi (center).
The direction of development extends from the center towards the edges.
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Figure 18: Vatteluttu repertoires from various sources (from Ojha 1971: plate LXIII).
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Figure 19: Vatteluttu repertoires from various sources (from Ojha 1971: plate LXIV).
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Velvikudi Plates of Nedunchezian Parantakan, Ten Pandya
Copper Plates (Tamil), Tamil Varal&tru Kaghagam, Madras,

38

"1967.

Figure 20: Repertoire of Vatteluttu letters occuring in the Velvikudi inscription (from Siromoney,
et al 1976: 38). Notice the distinctive representation of short and long forms of the vowels /e/ and

/ol.
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