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HOTEL CHELSE., 222 West 23rd Street, Borough of Manhattan. 1883; architects
Hubert, Pirsson & Coe.

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Bloeck 772, Lot 6L.

On March 8, 1966, the Landmarks Prescrvation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the Hotel Chelsea and the
proposed designation of the related Landmark Site. (Item No. 39)s The hearing
had been duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. Eight wibt-
nesses spokc in favor of designation including one of the owners of the hotel.
There were no speakers in opposition to designatione

DESCRIPTION 4ND ANALYSIS

Reminiscent of the great "Spanish-Flats" which once stood on 59th Street
at Central Park, this building was 2lso designed by Hubcrt Pirsson & Co, It
is one of the fow remaining of the great Victorian Gothic apartment houses which
once adorned the City. The building is now o famous hotel. The most notable
feature of this eleoven-story building is the succession, tier on tier, of hori-
zontal iron balconies, These balconies, ricnly decorated with lcaves and
flowers, lend an atmospherc of charm t> this high brick facade, as do the French
doors opening on to them.,

A central, towecrlike section of the front has 2 high, pyramidal slate roof,
flanked on each side by enormous brick chimncys. Complementing this central
feature are projecting wings at each end of the building, adorned at their tops
by large pointed-arch windows set in brick gables. .4s a masonry bearing-uwall
structure, this building has some of thc first fireproofed wrought-iron beams.
They span the distance between wnalls, without intermecdiate columse. The building
also had somc of the first duplcx apartments in New York, one of the first
penthouses and was one of the carly c ooperatives.

The Hotel Chelsea has always been a favorite home of writcrs and artists,
and many of its residents have produced their finest work while under its roofe
Thomas Wolfe, Dylan Thumas, Edgar Lee Masters, John Sloan, Robert Flaherty,
Mark Twain, Eugene O'Neill are just a few of its more noted residents.

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of 2 eareful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds
that the Hotel Chelsea has a special character, special historical and aesthetic
intercst and value as part of the dcvelopment, heritage and cultural character-
istics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
Chelsea Hotel was one of the pionecer Victorian Gothic apartment houscs, that its
unique array of balconies is an extremely attractive feature, and that it has
always becn notced as the home of famous writers and artists such as Thomas Welfe
and Dylan Thom=s.,

Lccordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8-4 of the Charter of
the City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Ldministrative Code of the City of
Ncw York, the Londmarks Preservation Commissicn designates as a Landmark the
Hotel Chelsea, 222 West 23rd Stroct, Borough of Manhattan and designates Tax
Map Block 772, Lot €L, Borough of Manhatten, as its Landmark Site.

Commissioner J., Clarence Davies did not participate in the consideration of
this Calendar item.



