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MY DEAR SIR 

AT eigh teen  yea rs  old , I form ed  th e p rou d  des ign  of ob ta in in g for  ou r  

Cou n try, a  Geologica l Collect ion  of th e Orga n ic Rem a in s  of th e An cien t  Ea r th , 

wh ich  s h ou ld  ra n k  with  th e Grea t  Collect ion s , a n d  pera dven tu re excel th em . 

At twen ty, it  wa s  m y h a pp y for tu n e to ob ta in  th e h on ou ra b le s a n ct ion  of 

you r  h igh  n a m e a n d  a p p rob a tion . In  m y twen ty-th ird  yea r , you r  a llia n ce h elped  

m e to effect  th e fir s t  s tep  towa rds  th e en d  of m y a m b it ion , a n d  m y ea r ly Sa u r ia n  

Rem a in s  were d ep os ited  in  th e Br it is h  Mu s eu m . 

You  h a ve ever  s in ce given  m e a  th ou s a n d  fla t ter in g tes t im on ies  of 

Fr ien ds h ip , a n d  t igh ten ed  a ll th e Ch ords  of th a t  Sen tim en t , by wh ich  m a n  is  

bou n d  to m a n . 

I regret , th a t  in  d ed ica t in g th is  Book  of Ich th yos a u r i a n d  Ples ios a u r i to 

you rs elf, I s o fa in t ly res p on d  th os e a ffect ion a te m a n ifes ta t ion s , a n d  feel h ow 

m u ch  I rem a in , 

My d ea r  Sir , 

You r  ob liged  a n d  devoted  Serva n t , 

 

THOMAS HAWKINS. 
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It  m a y b e p rop er  to s ta te th a t  th e Au th or , h a vin g p u b lis h ed  a n  Im p eria l Folio, in  1 8 3 4 , en tit led , " 
Mem oirs  of Ich th yos a u ri a n d  Ples ios a u ri, twen ty-eigh t  Pla tes ” (cop ied  from  s p ecim en s  in  h is  Collect ion  of 
Fos s il Orga n ic Rem a in s ,) s eized  d in t  op p ortu n ity to p r in t  off s om e h u n d red s  m ore th a n  cou ld  b e requ ired  
for  th a t  work ; fores eein g th e in va lu a b le u s es  th ey ren d er  th e p res en t  on e. All His tor ies , b u t  m ore 
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CONTENTS :-Rem ain s  of  extin ct Races  in s cribed  w ith  certain  Fragm en tary  Tru th s ; Th e Mod ern s  s pecu latin g 
u pon   th e an cien t Earth , as  a m ere ph y s ical th eorem , revert to Pagan  Ph ilos oph ies , w h ich  th es e 
rem ain s  protes t. S criptu re an d  Trad ition  in s is t on  th e perfection  of  Ad am -Th e opin ion  th at th e f irs t m en  
w ere of  in ferior pow er refu ted  by  th eir m on u m en ts , th e Pillars  of  S eth , an d  Cy clopean  Ru in s ; Th e 
Arch aic Record s  th e old es t extan t, an d  S an ch on iath o, Beros u s , Man eth o, an d  oth ers , qu oted  in  proof-
Meas u red  by  ou r Notion s  of  Tim e, th at w h ich  is  Pas t s tretch es  ou t in to Etern ity -Tim e rein ed  in  by  
S criptu re an d  His tory , th e Earth  too of ferin g proofs  of  a Begin n in g an d  a S u prem e Cau s e.-Th e in f id el 
argu m en t, th at an im als  an d  vegetables  s tarted  in to exis ten ce at th e s am e in s tan t, an s w ered .-Of th e 
Ligh t m en tion ed  in  Gen s is , ch ap i. Ver 3 , an d  proofs  th ereof-Th e fos s il ey es  of  all extin ct an im als  
faorm ed  lik eou r ow n , s h ew in g th at th ey  u s ed  th e s am e ligh t as  ou rs elves , an d , ju d gin g from  th e 
colos s al proportion s  of  th e Prim itive Flora, It f lou ris h ed  in  a h eat w h ich  an im als  cou ld  n ot breath e-
S u cces ion  of  Beas ts  an d , an d  of  th e recen t Creation  of  Man —Of Ed en ; Geologis ts  ch allen ged  to 
prod u ce a carn ivorou s   terres trial an im al w h ich  cou ld  m oles t it—As tron om y  attes ts  th e pacif ic 
con d ition s  of  on e (th at) epoch  of  th e Globe; Every  region  of  th e Earth  exh ibits  n u m berles s  s k eleton s  of  
con tem poran eou s  h erbivorou s  an im als —Th e Fail; Atten d ed  by  all k in d s  of  calam ity ; Fierce beas ts ; 
Clim atal an d  oth er terrible revolu tion s  in  th e d epen d en t w orld — Atlan tis , Eu rope, an d  Africa, th e 
gird le of  th e w orld  travers ed  by  th e h is torical gian ts , w h o bu ilt th e s tu pen d ou s  m on u m en ts  before 
allu d ed  to—Th e carcas s es  of  th e Carn ivora proportion ed  to th e Titan s  th ey  w arred  u pon , an d  n early  
extirpated —Th e Flood —Th e Back bon es  of  th e Globe brok en , from  th e Poles  d ow n w ard -Th e Bou ld ers  
an d  oth er d rif t fou n d  over all th e Earth  in  a certain  lin e, s h ow  th e m an n er an d  Un ivers ality  of  th e 
Delu ge— Th e Ark  ad m itted  on ly  th e d om es tic Races  of  An im als —S criptu re qu oted  in  proof  th ereof—
Recapitu lation . 

T will h a ve b een  s u fficien tly u n d ers tood  b y th e 
Ded ica tory p a ge of th e Pres en t , a s  well a s  from  a  
form er Mem oir  of Ich th yos a u ri a n d  Ples ios a u ri, 

p u b lis h ed  m  1 8 3 4 , th a t  ou r  firs t  in ten tion  wa s  
lim ited  to th e effectu a tin g a  va s t  Collect ion  of th e 
Orga n ized  Relics  of th e Old  World , in  th e Brit is h  
Mu s eu m , with ou t  referen ce to th is  or  to th a t  
Th eory of th e Na tu re of Th in gs , Pa s t , Now, or  To 
Com e. To wa n d er  a cros s  th e d es er t  Con tin en ts  of 
Tim e, in  s ea rch  of th e b lea ch ed  Sk eleton s  of 
extin ct  Na tion s ; to evok e from  th e d u s t  of Ob livion  
th e cou n tles s  Gen era t ion s  wh ich  h a ve p a s s ed  
a wa y from  th e Ea rth , for  ever , were th e ob jects  we 
h a d  or igin a lly in  view. Bu t Tim e, em u la t in g th a t  
Etern ity wh en ce h e em erges , s eem s  to h a ve wh olly 
occu p ied  h im s elf in  p erp etu a tin g th e Crea tu res  of 
h is  p a s s in g- Reign , in  th e s ton y m is s a ls  of th e 
Dea d , In  recoverin g, th erefore, th e Effigies  of 
extin gu is h ed  Ra ces , we h a ve b een  tem p ted  to 
s ecu re a ls o th e in s cr ip t ion s  wh ich  a ccom p a n ied  
th em , qu a in t  a n d  in tr ica te a lth ou gh  th ey b e, a n d  
of a  s tyle s o old , th a t  th e a p p recia t ion  of its  
Tru th fu ln es s  a n d  Bea u ty is  a lm os t  los t . 

It  h a s  b een  s o lon g th e Fa s h ion  to con s id er  
Ph ys ica l a n d  Mora l Evil a p a rt  on e from  th e oth er , 
th a t  we a re in  d a n ger  of revert in g to th e Ep icu rea n  
Ph ilos op h y: n or  h a s  a n yth in g con tr ib u ted  to th is  
m ore th a n  th e s tu d y of th e An cien t  Ea rth , 
con s id ered  a s  a  m ere p h ys ica l Th eorem , b y m a n y 
la b oriou s  a rgu m en ts  in  wh ich  th e Mod ern s  toil to 
th e s a m e con clu s ion s  wh ich  circu la ted  in  Pa ga n  
Greece a n d  Rom e. 

Bu t th e Awfu l Wreck s  com p a s s in g u s  rou n d  
a b ou t, a n d  res t les s  Eld  m u rm u rin g ever  in  ou r  
ea r , a n d  a b h orren t  Hea ven  h im s elf, eclip s ed , b u t  
n ot  extin gu is h ed , p rotes t  a ga in s t  th e ch eerles s  
Sp ir it  of Kn owled ge, b y wh ich  a ll Th in gs  a re 
referred  to in s en s a te Ma tter  a n d  icy Drea m ; a n d  
b eck on  u s  from  th e Pa ra d is e of Fools , with in  
wh os e Ma gic Circle s o m a n y Sou ls  h a ve m a d ly 
s ta k ed  a n d  los t  th eir  a ll. 

1 . Th e For tu n es  of Ma n kin d  h a ve a n  Orb it , th e 
per ih elion  b ein g with  Ad a m , th e a p h elion  with  th e 
Flood . Perfect  in  th e Im a ge of h is  Ma k er , s tored  
with  a ll Good n es s , ou r  a n ces tra l d em i-god  wield ed  
th e Min is ters  of Power ob ed ien t  to h is  
u n qu es t ion ed  Will. Su ch  is  th e Ba s is  of Scr ip tu re, 
a n d  s u ch  a ls o is  th e legit im a te d ed u ction  of 
His tory. Bu t in con tin en t  Lib era lity d eceivin g Fa ith , 
Rea s on , em p ty with  th e fu m es  of th a t  s a m e fla t tery 
b y wh ich  we or igin a lly fell, com eth  of th e 
u n h a llowed  em b ra ce, a n d  fin d in g in  th e cru s t  of 
th e Ea rth  cer ta in  a n im a l Typ es  wh ich  a s cen d  in  
th e p rogres s  of Tim e, from  th e m ore s im p le to th e 
com p lex; s tea lin g a  Sop h is m  from  " Th e Ga rd en " of 
th e Vu lga r  Greek s , a vers  th a t  Ma tter , lik e " th e 
Nilot ic Mu d ," gen era ted  Crea tu res  with  th e m ere 
d a wn  of life, wh ich  im p rovin g u p on  th em s elves , a t  
la s t  elicited  a  m a n ; a  m a n  lik e to a ll p reviou s  
exis ten ces , im p erfect , ru d im en ta l, s a va ge. We ca re 
n ot  h ow m u ch  th e offen s ive Th es is  is  la u gh ed  a t  in  
th e p ers on  of grotes qu e La m a rk ; its  es s en tia l 
p r in cip les  a re s ed u lou s ly u p h eld  b y every a n cilla ry 
th a t  ca n  b e im p res s ed  covert ly in  its  h ollow ca u s e. 
Here th en , b eloved  Rea d er , in  th e firs t  s ta ge, we 
u n m a s k  a n  a s s a s s in  wh ich  wa yla ys  th e Doctr in es  
of Sin , a n d  of th e Righ teou s n es s  of God . 

Th e exp erien ce, th e rep u ta t ion  of a ll Na tion s , a ll 
Clim es  ch a llen ge, a n d  in d ign a n tly d en ou n ce a n y 
s u ch  a n  op in ion . Th e p olit ica l a n d  oth er  Scien ces  
in  wh ich  th e a n cien ts  s o in fin itely excelled  
ou rs elves ; th e Cyclop ea n  Mou n d s  of An ted ilu via n  
Ma s on ry, a n d  th e Mem ory of Seth , co-equ a l with  
h is  h a u gh t Pilla rs , b equ ea th ed  to la tes t  Pos ter ity : 
Th es e im p eris h a b le Towers , m is n a m ed , in  th e teeth  
of J os ep h u s , th e Pyra m id s , a n d  th es e en -d u rin g 
Wa lls , va in ly ch ris ten ed  Pela s gia n , were th e work  
of em p h a tica lly th e s on s  of J eh ova h  : Th eir  
b egin n in g h id  in  th e h oa r  of a ges , p u n y m en  n ow 
p eer  a b ou t  a n d  a rou n d  th em , a n d  a ctu a lly correct  
a n d  s qu a re th eir  own  im p erfect  t ra d it ion a ry lore of 
th e Firm a m en t  by th e Mea s u re

,�
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wh ich  th ey a fford . Th e fra m ework  of th e m os t  
s u b lim e Scien ce Exta n t  is  b orn e u p on  th eir  
b ra wn y Sh ou ld ers — th e As tron om ic Qu a rters , 
im m u ta b le a s  Th em s elves  a n d  th e 
in com p reh en s ib le, b u t  cer ta in , in evita b le, m a n ifes t  
Trin ity is  em b od ied  a t  th eir  Ap ex, a n d  Th ron ed  th e 
Su p rem e Lord  of All. Th es e a re Axiom s  in  Na tu re 
a n d  Mora ls  wh ich , on ce lea rn ed , it  s eem s  
im p os s ib le to forget; b u t  th e Noa h ites , th ou gh  
ta u gh t  b y th e terr ib le Flood , yield ed  to th e s a m e 
An ta gon is t  Dem on s  wh ich  d rown ed  th eir  fa th ers  in  
its  ru th les s  wa ters . However , it  rem a in ed  for  
Mos es , Sa n ch on iu th o, Beros u s , Ma n eth o, a n d  a  
few oth er  a u th ors —of wh os e Con s en tin g Scrip ta  
we k n ow on ly th e u n s u b s ta n tia l b u t  witn es s in g 
ech o, to vin d ica te Tru th   from  th e Ign ora n ce a n d  
Fa ls eh ood  wh ich  op p res s ed  h er , Eru d ite in  a ll 
flen th en is m , th e form er wa s  en a b led  b y th e Divin e 
Provid en ce to s ep a ra te from  th e Ch a ff th e Livin g 
Brea d  b y wh ich  h e s u s ta in ed  th e b elea gu ered  
Is ra elites  u n til th e Secon d  Ad a m , recon qu erin g th e 
lon g los t  Ed en , ga ve of th e Tree of Life u n to a ll th a t  
will: An d  th e la t ter  were ord a in ed  for  Hea ven  in  th e 
m id s t  of th os e Id ola trou s  Peop les  wh ich  s corn ed  
a n d  m a d ly s et  it  a t  n ou gh t. An d  n ow, in  th es e 
la t ter  Da ys , Sa ta n , k n owin g th a t  h is  Tim e is  a t  
h a n d , circu m ven teth  with  Wea p on s  d ra wn  from  
h is  old  Arm ou ry, b u t  lip p ed  with  a  m ore d ea d ly 
p ois on , a n d  con -cea led  with in  th e fold s  of a  m ore 
flowin g Rob e. Sh in a a r! with  th e Ch eru b ic Sword , 
a rra y Th ee in  th e High  Tes t im on ies , a n d  s m ite, 
s m ite Da gon  u p on  th e Th res h old  of God . 

In  lik e m a n n er , n egligen t  of th e Voice of All 
His tory, Sa cred  a n d  Profa n e; n ot  d eign in g a  gla n ce 
u p on  th e Arch a ic Record , th e Foots tep s  of th e 
Mos t  High  — im p la n ted  on  th e b roa d  World , a re 
m eted  with  th e t in y Pole of Tim e, a n d  p ron ou n ced  
in fin ite, rea ch les s , m ea s u reles s : An d  th e h u ge 
Cycles  a lled ged  b y th e Hin d oos ta n ee, a n d  Ch in es e, 
a n d  n ega tively im p lied  in  Th e Gen es is , s h r ivel in to 
a n  in d efin ite Noth in g b efore th e weird  ta lis m a n  b y 
wh ich  th ey a re p res en tly d eterm in ed . Tim e h im s elf 
is  s wa llowed  u p  b y th e En ch a n ter's  Wa n d , a n d  
Ma tter , m eta m orp h os ed  in to th e etern a l, b eh old  ! 
th e res u rrect ion  of th e a th eis t ica l  Lu cret iu s . Th u s  
s oa rin g Ica ru s  fa lls  in to th e d eep  s ea , wh ere a ll is  
s om b re b la n k , a n d  wa n d ers  over  th e m ou n ta in s  of 
Da rk n es s , s tu m b lin g a t  every m ote, s in k in g in to 
every p it : p it ia b le in  h is  d es ola te b u t  u n con s ciou s  
ca p tivity. 

Bu t th e Ea rth , th ou gh  of a  p er is h a b le fa b ric, 
a n d  fa d in g fa s t  a wa y, yet  reta in s  th e p r im a l 
textu re a n d  color in g with  wh ich  it  ca m e from  Th e 
Ma s ter's  Ha n d . Fin itu d e a n d  En d  a re in s cr ib ed  
u p on  h er  Foreh ea d , th e Pa lm s , a n d  th e Soles  of 
h er  feet : An d  th rou gh ou t a ll h er  Lim its  a re 
s ca t tered  Med a ls , wh ich , cou ld  com e on ly from  th e 
Min t  of Min d  a n d  th e Trea s u ry of th e Govern in g 
God . Of th e b egin n in g, b eh old , Ma tter  d es t itu te of 
every Letter  foreign  to its  a b s olu te s elf, void , d ea d  
forged  from  th e la b ou rin g An vil, wh en  Tim e wa s  
ca lled  to b e. An d  in  th e Tra n s it ion  Rock s , th e 
s em b la n ce of h is  firs tb orn  cla y, m u te, s olita ry, a n d  
u n a d orn ed ; Ch a os  s u p p ort in g h is  in fa n t  h ea d  with  
Arm  fa s t  with er in g a wa y: Va cu ity a n d  Gloom  a re 
rou n d  a b ou t; th e Sym b ols  of d u ll Ea rth , in s en s a te 
lifeles s , d roop  over  th e va ca ted  a n d  ers t  b u t  em p ty 
Th ron e of Ch a os , d rea m y, la ten t , d a wn in g. Here 
Na tu re, a n d  His tory, a n d  Revela t ion  a re a t  on e; 
Ch im b ora zo, a n d  An d es , a n d  Th e Alp s , Lib a n u s  
Bra th ys , a n d  h is  An tip od es , a n d  ten  th ou s a n d  
fra gm en ts  torn  from  th eir  th u n d er-r ifted  Crown s , 
a n d  h u rled  over  th e wh ole Glob e b y th e exu lt in g 
Delu ge wh ich  b lot ted  it  ou t; a n d  a ll Story of th e 
An tiqu e Tim e b y Herm a ic Ch ron icler , a n d  

Ch a ld ea n , or   Pr ies t-Kin g, rea d  in  th e s igh t  of 
a p p rovin g Hea ven  b efore th e Con grega tion  of 
Zion ; I s a y, th es e a ll a gree with , a n d  ju s t ify on e 
a n oth er , a n d  s erve to con fou n d  th es e Im a ges  of 
th e Va in , a n d  b rea k  th em  u tter ly in  p ieces . 

Na th les s , th e Sp ir it  of th is  Age, th ou gh  
con fes s ed ly b a ffled , yea , d r iven  from  a  fa vou rite 
Fa s tn es s , h a s  m a n y s u b terfu ges  in  res erve; 
u n a b le lon ger  to ga in s a y th os e a ccu m u la tive 
fa cts ; in  h is  own  es teem  a  s econ d  Arch im ed es , 
h im s elf th e Lever  b y wh ich  th e Fou n d a tion s  of th e 
World  s h a ll b e m oved , lik e a  wretch  in  h ot  fever , 
h e ru s h eth  n a k ed  u p on  Dea th , in  con flict  with  
Sp ectres  of h is  res t les s  cra zy b ra in .    
Qu es t ion in g th e record ed  ord er  of Crea tion , h e 
cla s s ifies  th e Rock s  wh ich   con ta in  Orga n ic 
Rem a in s , a n d  b old ly a vers , th a t  a n im a l a n d  
vegeta b le life were from  th e firs t  cotem p ora n eou s , 
con tra ry to th e Letter  of th a t  Sa cred  Text , b y 
wh ich  a lon e we ca n  a rr ive a t  th e ra t ion a le of 
Crea tion .    He ra n s a ck s  wh ole Con tin en ts ,   a n d    
t r iu m p h a n tly   p oin ts    to   u n n u m b ered  
Sk eleton s  d is in terred  from  Stra ta  with  a  Gra n it ic 
Ba s e: forgetfu l th a t , lon g a fter  th e s ep a ra t ion  of 
d ry la n d , a n  Ocea n  rem a in ed  wh os e Profou n d  n o 
ligh t  cou ld  p os s ib ly p en etra te, b y wh ich  a lon e 
vegeta b les  exis t , to wh ich  wou ld  d es cen d  with  
p recip ita tes  th e  reliqu æ  of every   th in g d yin g 
over  its  a rea : a n d  ob liviou s  of th e fa ct , th a t  th e 
Coa l   Mea s u res   of Virgin ia   d o  a ctu a lly rep os e  
u p on  Gra n ite, a n d  oth er  in orga n ic Ma tter  of th e 
s a m e Age. To s a y n oth in g of th e in tr in s ic va lu e of 
th e a ck n owled ged  Tru th , th a t  th e Crin oid en  a n d  
oth er  Ma rin e Cora llin es ,   of  wh ich    s om e  of th e  
ea r lies t    fos s iliferou s  Rock s  a re m a in ly 
com p os ed , lived  lik e th eir  yet  s u rvivin g con gen ers  
in  th e d eep es t  Ca vern s  of th e Sea , in  p la ces  to 
wh ich  vegeta t ion  wa s  of cou rs e u n k n own ,   An d  
th e Coa l its elf, wh ich  th e Mod ern  J u lia n  s eek s , 
h op in g th ere, to fin d , b es id e its  vegeta b le 
com p on en t p a r ts , relics  of th e Crea tu re th a t  h a d  
life,—from  wh en ce h e toils  to extor t  h op e,   
exp lod es   th e   m om en t  th e  ra s h   
Exp erim en ta lis t  a p p lies  h is  Cru cib le, a n d   s orely 
m a n gles  h im  with a l. For  n o ca u s es  n ow in  a ct ion , 
n on e of th e Forces  of a ctu a l Na tu re a re a n yth in g 
lik e s u fficien t  for  th e a ccu m u la tion  of th a t   va s t   
vegeta b le  Fœ cu la , b efore  wh ich ,  th e a ggrega tive 
" t im b er-ra fts " of Orin ok o, a n d  a ll  th e  oth er  
m igh ly Am erica n  Rivers , m u lt ip lied  twice a  
th ou s a n d , s h r in k  in to b a ga telle.    An d  m a rk  ye 
n ow, O rea d er , th e Tim es  of th e Crea tion  were 
lon g Period s , of wh ich  th e firs t  com m en ced  with  " 
ligh t ," a n d  th e th ird , or  Flora l, en d ed  with  th e 
s a m e; th e "Ligh t" b ein g d is t in ct  from  th a t  of th e 
Su n , th e corolla ry a n d  con s equ en ce s h ou ld  b e, 
a n d  a re fou n d  in  th e Eld er  Coa l field s , ver ily 
form ed  of b ou n d les s  Gen era  a n d  Sp ecies  era s ed  
from  th e Book  of Life. Certa in  p iou s  a n d  rea lly 
or th od ox Writers , m is led  b y th e frequ en t  
a p p a rit ion  of a n im a l rem a in s  in  Stra ta  
im m ed ia tely s u b s equ en t  to Gra n ite, forgetfu l, too, 
of th e p erfect  Mea s u re of th e Word  of J eh ova h , 
h a ve cu riou s ly ta k en  th e vis u a l orga n s  of 
Trilob ites , a n d  of oth er  extin ct  Cru s ta cea n s , in  
th e for lorn  ch a n ce of fin d in g a  con s t itu t ion  th ere, 
d iffer in g from  th e on e wh ich  h old s  th e s a m e 
Fa m ily in  th e p res en t  gen era t ion . 

Th eir  res ea rch es  vin d ica te Th e Text , b u t  in  a  
con tra ry wa y th eir  s h ort-s igh ted  a n d  err in g Fa ith  
wou ld  h a ve it ; h a d  th es e fos s il eyes  con ta in ed  a  
ru d im en t op p os ed  to th e ligh t  of th e Su n , a s  n ow 
exercis ed , th e Key-s ton e of Scrip tu re were 
loos en ed  in  its  p la ce.    It  is  u n equ ivoca lly 
writ ten , a n d  th e Sa cred
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Ch ron icles  requ ire n o em en da tor , th a t  th e Th in g 
with  Life bega n  to be, n ot  before th e vis ib le Su n , 
bu t  a  lon g wh ile a fter  h e fir s t  s h on e for th  u pon  a n d  
rejoiced  ou r  r is in g Pla n et . It , is  im pos s ib le to 
exp la in  cer ta in ly th is  p r im a l Ligh t , bu t , ju dgin g 
from  th e giga n t ic p ropor t ion s  a n d  crowded  
Popu la t ion  of th e co-exis ten t  vegeta b le Wor ld , it  
s ca rcely a dm its  of a  d ou b t, th a t  it  wa s  in ves ted  
with  a  d egree of Ca lor ic, wh ich  n o Crea tu re, 
n a t ive, or  even  a s  fos s il, k n own  to th e Ad a m ic 
Sys tem , cou ld  p os s ib ly en d u re. An d , with  res p ect  
to th e fa ct , of th e occu rren ce of orga n ic exu viæ  in  
cer ta in  Coa l b a s in s ; it  a rgu es  on ly th e 
Com p a ra tive Con tin u a n ce of th e Old  Regim e, a fter  
th e evolvem en t of An im a l life in  typ es  a n d  
con d it ion s , wh ich , to th is  d a y, im p eriou s ly requ ire 
th e m os t  in ten s e tem p era tu re of th e Trop ics . Th u s  
a ga in  is  th e In s p ired  Volu m e ch a m p ion ed  b y th e 
very J u d ges  to wh om  Ph ilos op h y a p p ea ls . Th e 
Slim y Ma rs h es  of th e em b ryo Ea rth , r ich  a n d  
overflowin g; with  lea fy life, s weltered  in  gen ia l 
h ea t , a n d  " Ligh t" con tin u ou s  th rou gh ou t a  lon g 
n igh tles s  Ep och , d iffer in g from  ou r  own . No 
creep in g th in g h a rb ou red  th e illim ita b le p la in ; n o 
s ou n d  s a ve th e low wh is p erin gs  of th e t id eles s  
Deep , a n d  of th e Brood in g Win d s , ru ffled  th e lon e, 
th e a wfu l Exp a n s e: Ab ove, a rou n d , a n d  a b ou t th e 
in ch oa te Pa ra d is e, fell th e Pa ll of Sou lles s , Morta l, 
Mech a n ica l Ma tter , ir ra d ia te, glowin g in s en s ib ly, 
a n d  rou n d ed  in  glos s y d rea m . 

Th e Th rea d  of th e Divin e a rgu m en t, b y wh ich  
on ly we ca n  s a fely tra vers e th e Creta n  La b yrin th  
of th e Na tu ra l World , is  h en ceforth  lia b le to b u t  
lit t le  in terru p tion , for  b u t  few ca vil a t  th e Letter  of 
th e rem a in in g Mos a ica l His tory, s eein g th a t  it  
recogn izes  th e La ws  b y wh ich  we n ow s ta n d : a n d  
th e Arch ives  of Ea rth  growin g m ore a n d  m ore 
legib le, lea ve th e Scep tic n o s u b terfu ge b u t  Va n ity 
from  th e two-ed ged  s word  u p b orn e b y Revela t ion . 
Th a t  b ea s ts  followed  fis h es , a n d  th a t  Ma n  is  on e 
of th e la s t  a n d  m os t  recen t  crea t ion s  of a ll th in gs , 
is  of n eces s ity a d m itted , th e fos s il con ten ts  of th e 
a s cen d in g Stra ta  in d is p u ta b ly s u b s ta n tia t in g th e 
fa cts . Bu t , Kn owled ge, ra s h ly d eclin in g th e Ch a rt  
of Hea ven , a t  th e com m en cem en t of h is  Tra vel 
over  th e b ou n d les s  Wa s tes  a n d  Region s  of Tim e, 
s t ill wa n d ers  h e k n oweth  n ot  wh ith er , m is ta k in g 
on e La n d  for  a n oth er , a n d  ch oos in g th e b a b y-toys  
of h is  own  work s h op , b efore th e p r iceles s  J ewels  
wh ich  lie everywh ere a t  h is  feet . His  Ca rn a lity 
h u n gereth  a lwa y, a n d  th e fles h  of h is  lea n  
fa m is h in g b od y is  in  h is , a s  it  wa s  in  Sin b a d 's  
d es p era te eye, m ore p reciou s  th a n  a ll th e livin g 
d ia m on d s  with in  h is  rea ch . 

Hen ce th e Ch ron ology with  wh ich , n egligen t  of 
th e Elem en ts  of Mora ls , h e h a s  b een  p lea s ed  to 
in ves t  th e s evera l Sys tem s  of Ma tter , is  a s  
in correct  a s  a  geogra p h ica l d ecree, ta k en  with ou t  
Lin e or  Qu a d ra n t . Argu in g a  h u n d red  k in d red  
Is s u es  from  a n  a b s u rd  p rem is e, lik e Alm a n a s a r , 
h e b u ild s  u p  a  glit ter in g th eory, a s  ea s ily 
d em olis h ed  a s  th e p oor  vis ion a ry's  b a s k et  of gla s s . 
Ca s t in g th e lit t le  p lu m m et of a  Ch ild  in to th e 
Bottom les s  Gu lf of Wis d om , a n d  th in k in g th a t  h er  
Dep th s  a re s ou n d ed , h e h a s ten s  to in s cr ib e a  New 
Tes ta m en t on  tr ip le b ra s s , a n d  p a lm  it  u p on  a  
d otin g world . In  d es p ite of every d ed u ction  
legit im a tely ob ta in ed  from  th e Book s  of Na tu re 
a n d  of God  (wh ich  p oin t  to a  la rge u n h a rves ted  
s tore in  wh ich  s ick le h a s  b een  n ever  th ru s t). Ma n , 
it  is  s t ill p ers is ted , wa s  or igin a lly a  Sa va ge, a n d  
th e Bib lica l Flood  Ch im erica l a s  Its elf. Th u s  th e 
Hyd ra  m u lt ip lies  h is  h ea d , a n d  h op es  to es ca p e 
a live, th ou gh  com p a s s ed  with  th e Artillery of 
Hea ven , 

Ob s erve, fu r th er , th e s tr ik in g a n a logy wh ich  
h old s  Ea rth  a n d  Hea ven , a ges  a fter  th e form er 
p erfected , wa s  d evis ed  a  good ly in h erita n ce u n to 
Ma n : Th ey a s k , " Wh ere wa s  Ed en , h is  h a b ita t ion  
?" I d em a n d , " Wh ere wa s  th e Mon s ter  th a t  cou ld  
m a r it?" Go, O Geology, u n to th e wh ole Secon d a ry 
Series  of Hieroglyp h  Mon u m en ts , a n d  b r in g 
th en ce on e s olita ry Im a ge of a  La n d -b orn , red -
b lood ed , twa in -h ea rted  Terres tr ia l : Beta k e th ee to 
th e frown in g Oen in gen , a n d  th e Red -Sa n d -s ton e 
of Wa les , a n d  Con n ect icu t  Va lley, a n d  to th e 
Wea ld , a n d  th e S ton es field  S la te; to a ll, a ll, from  
th e Coa l Mea s u res  to th e Ch a lk  in clu s ive; 
exa m in e th em  a ll: In  exa ct  coin ciden ce with  th e 
In evita b le Word , th ey yield  a  m yria d  Mollu s cs , 
a n d  im pres s ion s  of a  m illion  gela t in ou s  Mon a ds  
of Life, a n d  perch a n ce, th e yea  s erpen t  wh ich  
devou red  th em  with a l. An d  from  th e b ra ck is h  
Wa ters , s lowly em erge cold -b looded  Am ph ib ia , 
Ba lra ch u s , Sa u ru s , Sa la m a n dra , a n d  th e in s ect  
food  of th e Dra gon -b ird s  wh ich  s wa m  both  a bove 
a n d  below th e Billows  th a t  n ou ris h ed  a n d  
b rou gh t  th em  for th  : Sh a rp  fa n ged  a n d  
m u rder in g Crea tu res  of th e Deep  a bu n da n t . Bu t  
th e p rod igiou s  wh ole betra y n ot  on e Sym bol th a t  
we requ ire. Proceed , a n d  s ea rch  d iligen t ly th e 
eloqu en t  An n a ls  of th e Older  Mem bers  of th e 
Grea t  Ter t ia ry Fa m ily; th ere, a  m illion  of La n d  
An im a ls  a re on  th e Record , bu t  n o m en tion  
m a de of on e La n d  des troyer ,—  h e ca m e n ot  
before th e Pa ll of Ada m . " Ecce ded i vob is  
om n em  h erba m  a fferen tem  s em en  s u per  
terra m .—  Vid itqu e Deu s  Cu n cta , qu æ  fecera t , et  
era n t  va lde bon a ." 

An d  As tron om y, wa tch in g a t  Hea ven 's  Ga te, 
a t tes ts  th a t , u n t il a fter  th is  J u b ila n t  Sa bba th  of 
th e Globe, it  kn ew n o Evil Da y, relu cta n t  
Geology a dm it t in g th e s a m e fa ct . Th a t  "in  th e 
Begin n in g" th e Ea r th  s p ru n g for th  rou n d  in  a ll 
p roport ion , a  flu id  Sph ere, a n d  wa s  fin a lly 
m ou lded  a n d  r ipen ed  wh en  th e d ry La n d  u p ros e 
from  th e fos ter in g Wa ters : No ob liqu ity of Axis  
expos ed  to th e a ltern a te Trop ic a n d  Ch ill wh ich  
n ow p reva il, n o s u dden  Storm , or  t rea ch erou s  
t ide in va ded  h er  pea cefu l Borders , n o m a lign a n t  
Com et p ropa ga ted  Dea th ; bu t  th e refres h in g 
Win g of th e Sp ir it  of J eh ova h  s h owered  u pon  h er  
bea u t ifu l h ea d  th e Oil of Gla dn es s , " th e •  
Morn in g Sta rs  s in gin g togeth er , a n d  th e Son s  of 
God  s h ou tin g for  joy." An d  th e Pr in cip le of Life, 
pu re from  th e Elys ia n  Fou n t , th robbed  th rou gh  
a ll h er  Fra m e, qu iver in g with  love: Her  Reeds  
were s tu rdy t rees , h er  Fern s  u m bra geou s  
Fores ts , s h elter in g a n d  s u bs is t in g ten  th ou s a n d  
Colos s a l Ma m m ifers , a  fa u n a  th a t  wou ld  ea t  u p  
th e p res en t  la ps ed  a n d  s ter ile World , a n d  s tr ip  it  
u t ter ly ba re. Th e Pr im a l Ocea n , h eld  th rou gh  a ll 
h is  s wellin g b rea s t  with  th e s a m e Silver  Ch ord , 
s pa rk led  in  th e Su n , rock in g p la yfu lly to a n d  fro, 
like a  you n g Lion  fa t  with  h is  m oth er's  m ilk . Nor  
do th e Apocryph a l Tra d it ion s  of Men  s u rvive in  
va in ; th e Veda s  of Bra m a , th e Syb illin e Lore of 
Rom a , J a va n es e, a n d  In d ia n , a n d  Mexica n  Story 
m a in ta in  correla t ive eviden ce of th e grea t  
Scr ip tu ra l Tru th , th a t  Ma n , crea ted  perfect  in  
th e Im a ge of h is  Ma ker , ru led  a wh ile h is  
Tem pora l Dom in ion s  in  th e fru it ion  of a ll pea ce, 
r igh teou s n es s , a n d  joy. 

Th u s  com e we to th a t  b les s ed  Per iod , wh ich  
th e Ea r th  a n d  a ll th a t  in h er ited  it  th en  en joyed ; 
th e Sa bba t ica l Res t , typ ica l of th a t  Fu tu re S ta te, 
in  wh ich  a lon e th e lon g ba n is h ed  a n d  p in in g 
Sp ir it  of Ma n  s h a ll fin d  h is  own  dea r  Fa th er la n d . 
Ou r  eyes  a re d im m ed  with  tea rs , wh ils t  
con tem pla t in g th e glor iou s  pa tr im on y a bou t  to
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be s pen t : ou r  h ea r ts  d ie with in  u s  before th e gla zin g 
dem on s  in ten t  to h owl " lo t r iu m ph e" over  th e los t  
Is la n ds  a n d  s h in in g Sh ores  of a  con qu ered  wor ld . 

From  th e n ow b lea k  a n d  u n a pproa ch a b le Poles , 
to th e n a vel of ou r  Pa ren t  Ea r th ; from  th e s n ows  
a n d  s wa m ps  of La doga , to th e fervid  Sa n ds  of 
Ben ga l, everywh ere, in  every Zon e,  con t in u e 
u n a n s wera b le Mem or ies  of th is  h a ppy, th is  Golden  
Age.   Th e h a rm les s  Pa ch yderm a ta , Din oth er iu m , 
a n d   h is  k in dred  Gia n ts , for  wh ich   ou r  
im pover is h ed  a n d  cu rs e-s t r icken  Pla n et  ca n  n ow 
fin d  n o cra d le wa rm  en ou gh , th en  ra n ged  th e wh ole 
wor ld .   Th e th erm a l Ea r th  a n d  Ocea n , ba th ed  in  
ligh t , s u s ta in ed  a  th ou s a n d  Gen era  of va s t  An im a ls  
a n d  Vegeta b les ,-wh ich  ret rea ted  before th e com in g 
Cold  to th e Equ a tor , a n d  even  th ere, even tu a lly 
with ered  a n d  d ied  ou t  in  a n  u n -gen ia l a n d  freezin g 
Clim e.   Th e fires  of ou r  lit t le Su n  s u fficed  th em  n ot , 
th e da n k  Sh a dows  of a pp roa ch in g Doom  
pa ra lys ed , a n d  th e lea den  Ha n d  of t ra n s form ed  
Tim e s peed ily s wep t  th em  in to du s t  a n d  ob livion .   
Th e iceberg of Th u le, a n d  th e  Pa ta gon ia n  
Wa s tes ,  Ira k , Ara b ia  Petræ a , a n d  th e illim ita b le 
Sa va n n a h s  a n d  Pra ir ies  of th e New World , gra ve 
th eir  m a n ifold  bon es , 

2 .. Pr im a eva l Ea r th , rejoicin g in  th e Ben is on  
of God , pa les  in  th e pæ n a l fire a bou t  to wra p  h er  
in  ru in , a n d  wh ich  s h a ll  fin a lly ra s e h er  u t ter ly 
ou t . "Ada m ," th e Lu cifer  a n d  Prota gon is t  of 
An tiqu ity, doin g m is -p r is ion  a ga in s t  Sovereign ty, 
tu rn s  th e wea pon s  of Loya lty u pon  h is  Liege, 
a n d  p lu n ges  th em  in to th e Bowels  of h is  Moth er  
Ea r th . Fors a ken  of An gels , groa n in g, s h e 
b r in geth  for th  gr im  Mon s ters , wh ich  ra va ge h er  
Ga rden , th e Locu s ts  th a t  con s u m e it  a wa y. Th e 
a n gry a n d  h orren t  'wa ters  too, loos en ed , s well 
in to a  fr igh tfu l roa r , lea p  u pon  a  th ou s a n d  
Pla in s , a n d  greed ily s wa llow th em  u p . 

Ma n , pa n ic s t r icken , a ba n don s  th e Va s t  
a n t iqu e Defen ces  a n d  Ou tworks  of Crea t ion  to 
th e ru th les s  Su rge, a n d  Levia th a n , flyin g to 
Him m a la  th e High , th e Ba t t lem en ts  of th e Moon ; 
His  Seed  overflow Th e Mou n ta in s , a n d  s p rea d  
overa ll th e Ta b lela n d  of th e World : a n d  th e gia n t  
Neph ilim , born  to th e Son s  of J eh ova h , of th e 
da u gh ters  of Eve, h a u n ted  by Terror , t ra vers e 
th e m en a ced  Globe, bu ild in g Stu pen dou s  Towers  
a n d  Cita dels  wh ereu n to to retrea t , wh en  s orely 
p res s ed  by th e a n t icipa ted , th e in evita b le Flood . 
Atla n t is , a n d  Eu ropa , a n d  a r id  Afr ic, th en  m a de 
on e wide As ia n  Con tin en t , over  th e Gird le of 
wh ich , to th is  h ou r , rem a in  th e m igh ty Works  of 
th es e m os t  m igh ty m en : Sepu lch ra l look in g 
a bodes , fit  for  th e gloom y gods , wh eth er  in  
won derin g Peru via , Tu s ca n  Ita ly, or  Ara by th e 
Swa rt . Un h a ppy Gia n ts ! th e m ou n ta in ou s  Piles  
a re ca s t  p ron e down , a n d  th e Win ds  th ere h owl 
th e d ies  iræ  to you r  dolorou s  gh os ts . 

An d , lo! s om n a m bu lis t  Geology, s eizin g ou r  
t rem blin g a rm , a n d  poin t in g to th e d im  s ku ll bu t  
yes terda y b rou gh t  in  a  h a lf fos s il s ta te from  th e 
Ca u ca s ia n  Sewa lik , revea ls  th e a s h es  of a n  
a n ted ilu via n , on ce d ipped  in  th e S in -ba p t is m a l 
Floods .  An d , a t  ou r  feet , beh old  th e Ca rca s s es  of 
th e cru el Ca rn ivora , th a t  a fflicted  th e im p iou s  
Ada m ites , ga th ered , wh eth er  from  Au s tra l, or  
Borea n  Region s , or  th e h ot  wa s tes  of Ba rba ry, or  
th e pa m pa s  of Texa s , a n d  Ecu a dor; n o felin e of 
ou r  Tim e ca n  com pa re with  th es e Eleph a n tin e 
Tigers , th es e h u ge a n d  s pectra l Bea rs : th ere th ey 
lie, u n con s ciou s  of th e dœ da l cu rs e wh ich  
pou n ced  u pon  th eir  s a va ge Brood , a n d  b lot ted  
th e b ru te Am a lek  from  u n der  Hea ven . 

An d  reveren d  His tory,— " Qu æ  qu o prop iu s  a b  
or tu  et  d ivin æ  p rogen ic h oc m eliu s  ca  for ta s s e, 
qu æ  era n t  vera , cern eb a t ,— offers  a t  th e Alta r  of th e 
Tem p le, th e con s a n gu in eou s  Fa ith  of J ew a n d  
Gen tile, Scyth ia n , a n d  In d ia n , in  th e Im m u ta b le 
Creed .  An d  s h u d d erin g Na tu re lea d s  u s   to th a t  
rem ote Period  of violen ce a n d  Wron g,  wh ere,   in   
Com p a n y   a ga in   with    s p ecu la t ive Geology, we 
m u s e over  th e Wreck s  of Ed en , torn , d efiled , 
t ra m p led  u p on  b y th es e on ce vita l th in gs .   Th e a ll-
en joyin g d en izen s  of th e ers t  b r im fu l World , 
in va d ed  b y th e s ou n d les s  a n d  s in u ou s  Serp en t , 
flee, th ey m elt  a wa y b efore th e Legion  of in s a t ia te 
Fien d s  th a t  follow in  h is  Tra in , a n d  a re a t  len gth  in  
p er il of tota l ext irp a t ion : On ly h ere a n d  th ere, in  
th e m os t  Mod ern  d ep os its  of th e Ep och , we d etect  
th eir  fa in t in g tra ce; wh ils t  th e b lea ch ed  b on es  of 
ven gea n ce, s trown  p len tifu lly to th e la s t , in d ica te 
th e fu lfilm en t of th e En d s  for  wh ich  it  wa s  
ord a in ed , b y a n  ou tra ged  a n d  Retr ib u tive 
Provid en ce. 

An d  n ow th e s a d  a n d  m a jes t ica l Dra m a , Men  
a n d  God s  b a tt lin g u p on  th e Th ea tre of a  d a rk en in g 
World , m a rch es  to its  th ird  a n d  fin a l s cen e— Dea th  
a n d  Perd it ion  everm ore. 

Th e Scorn er , com p elled  b y th e m os t  in d u b ita b le 
evid en ce, gra n ts  th e fa ct  of Th e Delu ge, b u t  refers  
it  to Ages  in fin itely rem oved  from  th a t  in  wh ich  
a lon e th e In s p ired  His tor ia n  will h a ve it  to b e. He 
a ls o d es p is es  th e fa cts  of th e s im u lta n eou s  
d es tru ct ion  of Ma n , a n d  th e en tire s u b m ergen ce of 
th e Ea rth , in s is ted  u p on  b y a ll th e writ ten  a n d  ora l 
Scr ip tu res  of every n a t ion  u n d er  th e Su n . Gla n cin g 
th e en orm ou s  rock s  a n d  b ou ld ers  of Gra n ite, a n d  
oth er  d ebris , ou ts p rea d  over  th e a ctu a l con tin en ts  
in  a  given  cer ta in  d irect ion , h e ch a rges  th em  to 
exis t in g Ca u s es , in  d efia n ce of th e m os t  p os it ive 
m a th em a tica l d ed u ction ; a n d  s t ill fa r th er , requ ires  
a n  Etern ity of Tim e to p la ce th em  wh ere th ey a re 
fou n d . Th e Noa ch ic Ark  h e la u gh eth  a t , a n d  b old ly 
qu es t ion s  th e d evice th ereof, with  a  s n eer  a t  its  
livin g con ten ts : He tra ves t ies  a ll m en , a ll th in gs , 
even  J u p iter ; qu en ch in g a ll ligh t , a ll glory in  h is  
b en igh ted  Sp ir it , d a n cin g in eb ria te over  th e 
Volca n ic Ab ys s  of exp ecta n t  Ha d es . 

Neverth eles s , Th e Word , Rea d er! Th e Word  
a b id eth  s u re. Th e Ba ck b on e of th e World  is  b rok en , 
a n d  im m en s e fra ctu res  ru n n in g in  d ivergen t  lin es  
from  th e Poles  to th e Equ a tor , ver ify th e Sea t  of 
Dis loca tion . Wh eth er  th e s t iffen in g Atla s  b rok e 
d own  of h is  own  gra vity, or  s lid d ered , it  m a tters  
lit t le , h e Fell, th e Fou n ta in s  of th e Grea t  Deep  were 
b rok en  u p , a n d  h e wa s  s t ifled  in  th e Sea : "Qu ia  
ip s e s u p er  m a ria  fu n d a vit  eu m : et  s u p er  flu m in a  
p ræ p a ra vit  eu m ." For  th e s u b s id en ce of a  m a s s  
s u fficien t  to s h a tter  in  its  d es cen t  th e Bod y of th e 
wh ole Ea rth  m u s t  in evita b ly h a ve d is p la ced  a n  
equ iva len t  m ea s u re of Wa ter , a n d  d r iven  it  over  th e 
res t  of th e wh ole La n d . Th en  th e d æ d a l Wa ve 
lea p in g from  th e yellin g Ab ys m , ru s h ed  u p on  th e 
Pola r  Zon es , ren d in g a s u n d er  th e h a rd es t  rock s , 
a n d  h u rlin g th em  lik e s a n d  over  th e d rown in g 
World : An d  on wa rd  rollin g with  a  p rop ort ion a b ly 
d im in is h in g force, a t  la s t  s u b d u ed  th e fa r  Cou n tree 
of ou r  los t  Forefa th ers ' Hom e, 

 
" Om n e cu m  Proteu s  pecu s  a git  a ltos  
           Vis cere Mon tes ; 
Pis ciu m  et  a irn m a  gen u s  h æ s it  a lm o" 
 

Nor  won der  we th a t  a  ves s el of wood  d id  s a fely r ide 
th e Ta m ed  Elem en t  -wh ich  h a d  ju s t  ext in gu is h ed  
th e Globe; for  th e des t ru ct ive Forces , s ea ted  in  th e 
Axes , th e fa r th er  we p roceed  from  th a t  cen tre, th e 
les s  th eir  effect , u n til
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a r r ivin g a t  th e extrem e lim it  th e wa ters  qu iet ly p reva ilin g 
th e Ark  th ereu p on  d id  floa t  in  Ha lcyon  p ea ce. An d  a ll 
His tory a n d  Tra d it ion  h a rm on iou s ly a gree in  s et t lin g th e 
Hea ven -p rotected  Argon a u t  in  p recis ely th a t  p a r t  of th e 
Ea r th , wh ich  fir s t  ros e from  th e retrea t in g Ru in . Th u s  
a ga in  Na tu re, a n d  Ph ilos op h y, a n d  Fa ct , a n d  Releva tion  
a re a t  on e, s o th a t  " h e wh ich  ru n n eth  m a y rea d . a n d  a  
fool th erein  ca n  h a rd ly er r ." 

Som e wea k  a n d  in con s id era te p ers on s , n eglect in g th e 
con text  of th e Sa cred  Word , con ju r in g a rou n d  th em  th e 
m a n y ter res tr ia l Fa m ilies  of ou r  own  Ea r th , ta k e p a in s  to 
p ictu re a  Sh ip  la rge en ow to s a ve  th eir  a u toch th on  
p rogen itors : No s u ch  th in g wa s  ever  con tem p la ted  excep t  
b y th eir  own  in excu s a b le folly, it  b r in g d is t in ct ly im p lied  
th a t  Noa h  took  with  h im  th os e Crea tu res  on ly wh ich  h a d  
b een  d om es tica ted  b y Ma n . It  wa s  a  m os t  gra ciou s  
con d it ion  of th e Coven a n t  m a d e with  Noa h , th a t  h is  
p os ter ity s h ou ld  con tin u e th e s ervices  of th e s evera l 
b ea s ts  wh ich  b a d  b een  s u b jected  to th eir  u s e b y th e 
An ted ilu via n s : J eh ova h  coven a n ted  u p on  th e Exod u s  
from  th e Ark  with  Th em  th rou gh  a ll Gen era t ion s , a n d  
th e term s  of th a t  Coven a n t  p la in ly in fer  th e exis ten ce of 
oth er  b ea s ts  b es id es , wh eth er  in  fa ct  or  in  th e 
Om n is cien t  In ten tion  it  im p or ts  n ot .— " Eccc Ego (Deu s ) 
s ta tu a m  p a ctu m  m eu m  vob is cu m , et  cu m  s em in e ves tro 
p os t  vos : et  a d  om n em  a n im a m  viven tem , qu æ  es t  
vob is cu m , ta m  in  volu cr ib u s  qu a m  in  ju m en tis , et  
p ecu d ib u s  ter ræ  cu n cits , qu æ  egres s a  s u n t  d e a rca , et  
u n ivers is  b es t iis  ter ra ." An d  wh ich  on e of a ll th e Tr ib es  
fr ien d ly u n to Ma n  is  d ep a r ted  from  u s ? Bu t th os e with  
n o Coven a n t , even  th e p u re, u n m ixed  Ca rn ivora , th eir  
en d  com eth :— a n d  th en  th e Millen n iu m . 

Th u s , b eloved , in  h u m b le s ervice with  Fa ith  a n d  Re- 

ligion , h a ve we en d ea vou red   to t ra ce th e gorgeou s  a n d  
a wfu l Des t in ies  of th e An te-d ilu via n  Ea r th . 

" In  th e Begin n in g," ch a otic, void , n a s cen t , s h a d owy, 
n erveles s , n ega tive; s u ch  in  th e Pr im a ry, n on -fos s il-
iferou s , a n d  p u rely m ech a n ica l Gra n ite, is  th e 
in terp reta t ion  of Na tu re, a n d  Scien ce, a n d  Rea s on , a n d  
His tory, a n d  Revela t ion . 

In  th e in s ta n t  Coa l-Mea s u res , b eh old , a  Vis ion  of th e 
torp id  Deep , a n d  th e New-b orn  Ea r th  u n con s ciou s  with  
Flora l Rob es . 

Th en  a  Vis ion  of Ab ys m a l Wa ters , s wa rm in g with  a ll 
won d rou s  crea tu res  of Life, a n d  gelid  Swa m p s  with  
a m p h ib iou s  th in gs , a n d  Dra gon  Pterod a ctyles  flit t in g in  
th e h ot  a ir  with  Va m p ire Win g. 

Th en  Ma m m oth , a n d  Siva th er ia , a n d  a  grea t  Com p a n y 
of d ocile Gia n ts , roa m in g th e Un ivers a l La n d , cru n ch in g 
th e s u ccu len t  lim b  of th e Fores t  Tree, or  b a n qu etin g 
u p on  h is  ju icy root: a  Vis ion  of p ea ce a n d  res t , p a ch y-
d erm a ta , a n d  oth er  h u ge h erb ivorou s  a n im a ls  h a vin g 
with  Ma n  u n d ivid ed  d om in ion  over  th e Eu th a n a s ia n  
Ea r th . 

Th en  a  Vis ion  of b ru te Sa va ges  h a u n tin g Eld r itch  
Ca ves : of ga u n t  Lord s  of wa s s a il, wa r , b lood , a n d  
p erd it ion  : Bla s ted  Con tin en ts , a n d  with er in g p in es , a n d  
b r ia rs  a n d  th orn s : Reb ellion , Violen ce, h orrors  m a n ifold  : 
Prom eth eu s  ch a in ed , th e Vu ltu re, th e Liver : Th e World  a t  
th e b r in k  of Dea th . 

Ap ollo tra n s fixin g Pyth on , Th e b oom in g Flood , d r ivin g, 
rollin g, roa r in g, wren ch in g, wreck in g, wh elm in g th e 
a ccu rs ed  Tita n s  in  en d les s  d es tru ct ion . 

Righ teou s  Noa h  s a ved . 
Th ere is  ou r  Ga ge. Bles s ed  a re th ey. O Rea d er , wh ich  

k eep  on  Eye fixed  u p on  th e Pola r  Sta r  of God . 
 

 
 
 

ADDENDA 
 
. 

The Crea tion  of the W orld .— Of Ligh t.— Terres tria l vegetables  the m os t ancien t of a ll organ is m s — Proofs .— Of 
Rad ia tion , and  the firs t Cond itions  of an im a l Life.— S olar Tim e on ly  a  rela tive quan tity .— The firs t land  an im a ls  
and  bird s  a ll herbivorous — Im pu ted  exceptions  ,rem ains  of an  Ow l, the S tonefield  Opos s um , and  Orn ith ick n ites , 
rejected .— Evil— Carn ivorous  beas ts  one of its  prod ucts — Objection  d erived  from  rem ains  of preced ing m arine 
carn ivora  ans w ered  by  nega tive and  Trad itiona l proofs .— The s tory  of the Titans  true.— The Book  of Genes is  true 
litera lly — Jehovah  crea ted  m a tter firs t, then  ligh t, and  then  verna l life, fis hes , beas ts , and  la s tly  m an .—
Revolu tion  upon  the Earth— Its  Caus e— Its  term ina tion  in  the flood , and  the d es truction  of the prim a l beas ts  of 
prey .—  The S criptures  the found a tion  of true Ph ilos ophy , and  the Cy pher both  of the abs tract and  d epend an t 
Un ivers e.—  The d angerous  m echan ica l propens ities  of the Age s ha ll be effaced , leaving the S chem e of the 
Un ivers e in  a ll its  m as s ive and  end uring grand eur 

 
.

" IN p rin cip io crea vit  Deu s  cœ lu m , et  terra m . 
Terra  a u tem  era t  in a n is  et  va cu a , et  ten eb ræ  
era n t  s u p er  fa ciem  a b ys s i." Th e m os t  a n cien t  of 
His tor ies  wh ich  h a ve com e d own  to ou r  t im e 
op en s  with  th is  s u b lim e a t tes ta t ion  of th e 
om n ip oten ce of J eh ova h , to qu es t ion  wh ich  m os t  
m a n ifes t  fa ct , th e a th eis t ica l a n d  licen tiou s  Greek  
wa s , p erh a p s , th e firs t  a m on gs t  m en . It  were 
p rofit les s  to p u rs u e th e Heres y th rou gh  a ll th e 
d is gu is es  in  wh ich  th e la ter  Ep icu rea n s  a n d  
Gn os tics  ch eris h ed  it , a n d  a ls o th rou gh  th e 
a b s u rd  p red ica tes  wh ich  s om e of th e 
Con tin en ta ls  h a ve p u t  th em  in , s in ce we h a ve 
tra ced  a n  Ep och  in  wh ich  th ere wa s  n o a n im a l 
life wh a tever  u p on  th is  glob e, d em on s tra t in g a n  
Act of Power in fin itely m ore s tu p en d ou s  th a n  th a t  
wh ich  Mos es  a vers , th u s  red u cin g h is  a s s er t ion

 to a  poin t  com pa ra t ively s o s m a ll th a t  it  m a y 
rea s on a b ly be gra n ted  in  th e Pres en ce of a n  
a dm it ted  Argu m en t  of th e s a m e Cla s s , s o m u ch  
m ore a s ton is h in g. 

Th e s ta tem en t  der ives , m oreover , a dd it ion a l force 
from  th e des cr ip t ive con texts  for  it  is  im pos s ib le 
cor rect ly to repres en t  m ere Ma t ter  in  a n y oth er  
s h a pe th a n  a  u n iqu e, en t ire, dea d , a m orph ou s , a n d  
s h a peles s  on e; a n d  a fter  a ll th e Revolu t ion s  by 
Ch em ica l a n d  Elect ro-m a gn et ic Agen ts , to wh ich  ou r  
Ea r th  h a s  been  s u b jected , th e Pr im a ry Gra n ites  
h a ve a ll th es e fea tu res  in  th eir  fa ce. 

Th e Crea t ion  of Ligh t  too— " Dixitqu e Deu s , fia t  
lu x, et  fa cta  es t  lu x"— m a y be a s s u m ed  a n d  p roved  
a s  in evita b le, a n d  in  th e order  in  wh ich  Mos es  
a ctu a lly a n n ou n ces  it .— " Fa ctu m qu e es t  vepere, et  
m a n e, d ies  u n u s ," 
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Ligh t  b ein g well n igh  p roved  to b e s oft  
u n d u la t ion s  of eth er , or  a t  lea s t  a  p rop erty wh ich  
ca n n ot p os s ib ly exis t  a t  res t ; if n ot  its elf m otion , 
with  m otion  co-rela t ive : Ligh t  ord a in ed  to a ct  
u p on  Ma tter  in  va cu u m , wou ld  n eces s a r ily a ffect , 
if n ot  Ma tter , th e Con d it ion s  p reviou s ly b elon gin g 
th ereto. Th e ea r lies t  p rob a b le effects  of Ligh t  
Wou ld  b e to p en etra te, a n d  fin a lly d is m em b er th e 
p u re s u b s ta n ce exp os ed  to it : th a t  m a y h a ve b een  
Cou ch a n t  Ca lor ie, wh ich , a t  th e tou ch  of ligh t  
wou ld  exp lod e in  a  m illion  fiery ga s es , a n d  flee 
n eb u lou s  th rou gh  s p a ce: However , th a t  ou r  p la n et  
wa s  on ce a ctu a lly fu s ed , th e Prim it ive rock s , a n d  
th e Ca vern s  wh ich  r id d le th em , ir refra ga b ly s h ow. 
An d  th e La ws  of Refr igera t ion  wou ld  gra d u a lly 
p rod u ce th e tra n s it ion a ry d etr itu s  wh ich  com p os es  
th e u p p er  Cru s t  of th e World . Un d er  
circu m s ta n ces  of a n  a rd en t  Clim e, a n d  lon g 
con tin u ou s  ligh t , th e m os t  va s cu la r  Ord er  of 
Pla n ts  wou ld  com m en ce th e Grea t  Ep och a  of Life; 
a n d  a s  th e Ocea n  m u s t  n eces s a r ily reta in  a  h igh er  
tem p era tu re th a n  th e la n d , wh ich  wou ld  s oon  
follow h ea t  a n d  refr igera t ion , im p a tien t  Na tu re 
wou ld  s eize u p on  th a t  firs t , a n d  cover  it  with  a  
fores t  of vegeta t ive Gia n ts . Th e Geys ers  of Icela n d  
m a in ta in  cer ta in  p la n ts , in  a . tem p era tu re fa ta l to 
a n y a n im a l wh a tever , a n d  s o cred en tia l th e cla im  
of th e terres tr ia l Vegeta b le World  to th e m os t  
a n cien t  Ped igree k n own . An d  th e en orm ou s  
Equ is eta , Lycop od ia cea e, a n d  oth er  Cryp toga m ia , 
a n d  th e equ a lly lu xu ria n t  Mon ocotyled on s  of th e 
Coa l Mea s u res , b es p ea k  exa ctly th a t  Sys tem  of 
th in gs  to wh ich  every fa ct  a n d  a rgu m en t in  
Ph ys ics  b ea r  s u ch  h a p p y witn es s . " Dixit  qu oqu e 
Deu s : Fia t  firm a m en tu m , in  m ed io a qu a ru m ; et  
d ivid a t  a qu a s  a b  a qu is ,— et  fa ctu m  es t  Ves p ere et  
m a n e, d ies  s ecu n d u s . Dixit  vero Deu s , con grega tor  
a qu æ , qu æ  s u b  cœ lo s u n t , in  locu m  u n u m  ; et  
a p p a rea t  a r id a .— Et a it : germ in et  terra  h erb a m  
viren tem , et  fa cien tem  s em en , et  lign u m  
p om iferu m  fa cien s  fru cta  ju xta  gen u s  –s u u m , 
cu ju s  s em en  in  s em itip s o s it  s u p er  terra m .— Et 
fa ctu m  es t  ves p ere et  m a n e, d ies  ter t iu s ." 

Th u s  Religion  a n d  Ph ilos op h y h er  h a n d -m a id  
evok in g from  th e d a rk  s h a d ows  of Tim e th e Colors  
in  wh ich  h e firs t  lim n ed , p res en t  u s  with  th e 
Origin a l Sk etch  of th e In fa n t  Ea rth . Here we 
b eh old  a  u n ivers a l La w of Ma tter  firs t , th en  Ligh t , 
a n d  la s t ly Life, Th e Prim it ive a n d  Allied  Rock s , 
wh ich  a re th e lim b s  of th e grea t  World , witn es s  in  
eith er  Hem is p h ere to th is  u n ivers a lity; An d  th e 
Colos s a l. Flora  of th e en s u in g La n d  n o les s  
witn es s  th e in ten s e Vita lity of th a t  Ligh t  a n d  Life, 
in  wh ich  it  s o lon g rejoiced . Th e p rogres s ive Cycles  
of In n u m era b le Tim es , Horology h a s  n oth in g 
wh a tever  to d o with  th em  : b y th a t  lit t le  Art  we 
m ea s u re ou r  own  va in  a n d  fleet in g m om en ts , 
wh ich  ob ta in  s ca rcely a  n ota t ion  u p on  th e s u n -d ia l 
of J eh ova h . 

SECT. II. Pu rs u in g with  Scien ce, Ma tter  
s u b jected  to Su p ern a l Ligh t  th rou gh  its  ea r ly 
m ech a n ica l a n d  orga n is ed . Con d it ion s , we a rr ive 
a t  p recis ely th os e res u lts  wh ich  th e Heb rew Sa ge 
en u n cia ted  in  th e Pa la ce of Ph a ra oh . In  wh a t  
m a n n er  th a t  Cos m ogon y wa s  ob ta in ed  let  Scep tics  
a s k , en ou gh  for  u s  th a t  it  Squ a res  with  th e An n a ls  
of Tim e, in  every p a ge u p on  wh ich  Ph ilos op h y h a s  
b een  p r ivileged  to p on d er . A m olecu le of m ere 
ea r th , it  were va in , p erh a p s , to s ea rch  for  a m on gs t  
th e en d les s  s p ecies  to wh ich  it  h a s  s p orted , b u t  
th e effects  of Ligh t  a n d  Motion  a re p ortra yed  
th rou gh ou t a ll th e glob e in  .Ch a ra cters  wh ich   
s p ea k  a  Ton gu e of th eir  own , a n d  Ch ron icle a  
Regim e fa r  d ifferen t  from  ou rs . It  were b u t

rea s on a b le to a s s u m e, th a t , wh erea s  th in gs  wh ich  
n ow a re, d iffer  in  th eir  in ten s it ies  from  th in gs  th a t  
h a ve been , a  Revolu t ion  in  Na tu re occu r red  by 
wh ich  th a t  Ch a n ge wa s  b rou gh t  a bou t . To s ca n  th a t  
Ch a n ge bu t  by th e An a logies  wh ich  everywh ere 
p res en t  th em s elves  to u s , for  wh om  it  wa s  a ctu a lly 
a ccom plis h ed , were to u s e foreign  in s t ru m en ts  a n d  
a  s or ry Logic in deed . For  n a tu re m eta m orph os es  
Effects  in to Ca u s es  from  th e very begin n in g to th e 
En d . All th e th rea ds  a re d is pos ed  in  wa rp  a n d  in  
woof, cros s ed  a n d  kn it ted  fa s t  togeth er  by on e a n d  
th e s a m e Con tr iva n ce, a n d  th e La ws  fir s t  
p rom u lga ted  by Qu een ly Na tu re a re a ct ive or  
pa s s ive a s  m a y be, bu t  n ever  ch a n ged . Th e 
Pa n decta e of Na tu re th en  wh ich  do a n d  do n ot  
tolera te th e doct r in e of Modem  An a logies , a re n ot  a t  
va r ia n ce; a n d  with  th is  fa ct  we p roceed  to th e fir s t  
Ca p itu lu m  to wh ich  th os e An a logies  a re ou r  on ly 
key. 

Th e Norm a l Ea r th , pa lled  in  a n  Atm os ph ere 
s u rch a rged  with  m ois tu re to opa city, wa s  s pecia lly 
a d ju s ted  to th e Vegeta t ive Kin gdom , th e va s ty 
wrecks  of wh ich  rem a in  to u s  a s  Coa l. It  is  a ls o n o 
les s  eviden t  th a t  th e los s  of h ea t  by ra d ia t ion , a n d  
th e im pa s s ib ility of p recip ita ted  s olids  wou ld  
u n derm in e a  Popu la t ion  h old in g by a  Ten u re like 
th is . Th e St ra ta  th erefore, wh ich  follow th e Coa l-
Mea s u res , dem on s t ra te a  re-a ct ion , s lowly bu t  
s u rely a ccom plis h in g th e Eden  in  wh ich  ou r  
won drou s  For tu n es  were to begin . It  is  h a rd ly to be 
expected  th a t  we s h a ll ever  d is cover  th e Pr im a l Is le 
of Ea r th , a n d  in  th e n a s cen t  s la te of Geogn os y ca n  
h ope on ly to gen era lize, bu t  on e ter reou s  vegeta t ive 
Rem a in  res t in g u pon  a n  in orga n ic rock  
s u bs ta n t ia tes  ou r  Text , a n d  th e Coa l Mea s u res  of 
Virgin ia , a s  h eretofore s ta ted , a fford  th a t  im por ta n t  
exa m ple. We n eed  n ot  obs erve th a t  th e Flora l Ra ces  
los t  th eir  tor r id  vigor  con s equ en t  with  th a t  h ea t  a n d  
h u m id ity wh ich  es pecia lly s ign a lized  th e a dven t  of 
Tim e: Th e tower in g Pa lm s  a n d  Ca ct i, wh ich  fir s t  
lifted  th eir  glor iou s  h ea ds  in  a  La n d  a ll th eir  own , 
a n d  th e egregiou s  Sigilla r ia , fr in gin g th e oth erwis e 
lifeles s  m a rs h es  wh ich  en viron ed  th em , m a y a n d  d id  
s u rvive th rou gh  th e Com in g Ages  of th e popu lou s  
Deep , a n d  s u s ta in ed  th e Fa u n a  of a  r ipen in g Wor ld . 
We cu r iou s ly exp lore th e m os t  a n cien t  Golgoth a  of 
th e Pr im it ive Flora , a n d  fin d  th ere n ot  on e relic of 
th e An im a l Kin gdom : bu t  th e a s cen d in g Arch ives  
decla re m yr ia ds  of Ceph a lopods , Cr in ites , Tr ilob iles , 
a n d  Cocch i-fer s , crea tu res  with  th e lea s t  s en s a t ion , 
a n d  wh ich  wou ld  be th e very fir s t  to s ta r t  in to 
exis ten ce wh en  th e Ocea n ic tem pera m en t  fu ll to 
th eir  n eces s a ry poin t . An d  th e pet r ified  Eyes  of 
Cru s ta cea n s  rem a in in g to th is  da y in  a  per fect  s la te, 
t r iu m ph a n t ly s h ow th a t  th e s a m e s t ru ctu re a n d  
d is pos it ion  were com m on  to th em s elves  a n d  th eir  
rem otes t  des cen da n t , s a t is fyin g u s  th a t  th e iden t ica l 
ligh t  of th e Su n  by wh ich  we h a ve vis ion  wa s  a ls o 
th e m ediu m  of s igh t  to th em , a n d  in s cr ib in g th e 
m om en t  in  wh ich  th a t  Su n  wa s  fir s t  m a n ifes t . 
Hen ce, cou p lin g s u pern a l Ligh t , exces s ive h ea t , a n d  
th e a tm os ph er ica l Con s equ en ces  of both  togeth er : it  
is  n ot  too m u ch  to s a y, n or  for  Ph ilos oph y to 
con cede th a t  th e Ligh t  of th e Su n  (if it  exis ted  th en  
a t  a ll, wh ich  is  dou b tfu l,) cou ld  n ot  pen et ra te th a t  
a tm os ph ere, n or  s u bdu e th a t  oth er  Ligh t , a n d  th a t  
it  h a d  n o con ceiva b le u s e u pon  ou r  Pla n et  before 
th os e Crea tu res  wore b rou gh t  for th  to wh om  a lon e it  
cou ld  h e of a n y th e. lea s t  va lu e, a n d  with ou t  wh ich  
in deed , th ey cou ld  n ot  live. " Dixit  a u tem  Deu s ; fia n t  
lu m in a r ia  in  firm a m en to cœ li.— Et  s in t  in  s ign a  et  
tem pora ,et  d ies , et  a n n os — Et  fa ctu m  es t  ves pere et  
m a n e, d ies  qu a r tu s ." 
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Ha vin g on ce recogn is ed  th e Crea tu re with  life, we 
n eed  n ot  pa u s e u pon  th e s eem in g excep t ion s  of 
con tem pora n eou s  Pis ca l Ver teb ra ta , s om et im es  fou n d  
with  th os e Pr im ord ia l Pa t tern s  of Ma r in e Bein g. Th e 
Sys tem  of a d ju s tm en t  a b ides , a lth ou gh  we a re a s  yet  
u n a b le to refer  every Rock  to it s  t ru e Ch ron ologica l 
p la ce, a n d  th e Ma r in e Blood-h ou n d  to h is  a ctu a l Age: 
An d  th e a bs en ce of a  Tru e  ter res t r ia l Crea tu re from  
th e Ea r lier  Depos its , a pa r t  from  ph ys iologica l 
in d u ction , wh ich  gives  th e a ffirm a tive, d ecid es  th a t  
th e Ocea n  h a d  th e p r ior ity of a  Sen tien t  Ra ce. New 
Ord ers  of An im a ls  m u lt ip ly with  th e Progres s ive 
Sea s , u n til Dra gon s  com e to Lord  it  over  th e 
teem in g Wa ters , a n d  over  a ls o th e Lib ellu læ  of th e 
s u p erin cu m b en t Sk ies . “ Dixit , et ia m  Deu s ; 
p rod u ca n t  a qu æ  rep tile  a n in iæ  viven tis , et  vola t ile  
s u p er  terra in  s u b  firm a m en to cœ li.— Et fa ctu m  es t  
ves p ere et  m a n e, d ies  qu in tu s . ” 

II. Th e Qu a n tity of Tim e, lik e th e Qu a d ra tu re of 
th e Circle, is  u n k n own . It  is  eith er  s low, or  qu ick , 
or  s h ort , or  lon g, a ccord in g to th e ever  os cilla t in g 
m in d  of a  m a n . Tru e, we ta k e th e ord in a ry m ea s u re 
of th e As tra l Bod ies  b y wh ich  to com p u te Tim e, b u t  
ou r  n otion  of it  is  a b s olu tely in d efin ite a n d  
worth les s . Drea m in g we often  crowd  th e even ts  of a  
Cen tu ry a n d  th e im m en s ity of a  Un ivers e in to th e 
s h ortes t  s pa ce; a n d  Eph em era  born  th a t  in s ta n t  to 
d ie, h a ve m os t  likely a  s en s e of du ra t ion  fu ll a n d  
com plete a s  ou r  own . To a rgu e th en  a bou t  Tim e, 
were a bs u rd ; bu t  th e a ckn owledgm en t  of th e 
Hea ven ly "ligh t  givers " con s t ra in s  u s  to a s k  if 
th en cefor th  th eir , a ppoin ted  m is s ion , th ey were th e 
on ly s ou rces  from  wh ich  An im a l a n d  Vegeta b le Life 
ob ta in ed  s u s ten ta t ion . Th e con d it ion  of th es e 
Kin gdom s , lon g a fter  th e a ppea ra n ce of Orga n s  
wh ich , bes pea k  s u n ligh t , n ega t ives  th a t  h ypoth es is ; 
th e fos s il Skeleton s  of th os e Sen t ien t  a n d  Flora l 
Fa m ilies , wh ich  m os t  dem a n d  a n  exa ggera ted , h ea t , 
a re a lon e fou n d , lon g— lon g a fter  th e revela t ion  of 
th e Su n . Th e fin a lity of Ph ys ics  wa s  a ccom plis h ed  
by degrees , a n d  th e Ea r th  Con t in u ed  h er  Ca reer  in  
th e Or igin a l Cycle of Tim e, of wh ich  th e fis h es  a n d  
bea s ts  kn ew th eir  in d ividu a l por t ion  by th e ligh t  of 
th a t  Su n , wh ich  a woke th eir  h ea r t -t ides  a n d  lu lled  
th em  too. Th e ord in a ry da y th en  of twen ty-fou r  
h ou rs  exis ted  for  th a t  New Edit ion  of Th in gs  to 
wh ich  it  wa s  in d is pen s a b le, bu t  it  is  n o les s  cer ta in  
th a t  th e Pr im a l Qu a n t it ies  of Tim e were m eted  ou t , 
a n d  th a t  ou r  Pla n et  s t ill cou rs ed  th e veiled  
Ca m deos  of a n  im m en s e Circle, ir res pect ive of th a t  
bor rowed  lu s t re of wh ich  we s pea k . 

Th is  p rem is e u n ders tood , th e Volu m e of Na tu re, 
by wh ich  we p iou s ly h ope th e bet ter  to u n ders ta n d  
th e Ora cles  of God , in crea s es  in  in teres t  a n d  
in telligib ility th e fa r th er  we exa m in e it s  con ten ts . It  
m a y be con jectu red  th a t  th e p regn a n t  Sea s  wou ld  
em bra ce a n  equ a lly p rolific Ea r th  a s  s oon  a s  over  
th a t  ca m e in  it s  tu rn  to a n  equ ilib r iu m , a n d  th is  we 
fin d  to be th e fa ct : a n d  th e gra m in ivorou s  a n d  
h erb ivorou s  b irds  a n d  bea s t  of th e Ea r lier  Ter t ia ry 
Per iod  in d ica te by th eir  s ize a  m os t  p rop it iou s  
Clim e, a n d  bou n dles s  p rofu s ion  of food . Th e 
p reten ce u pon  wh ich  a ll Ma r in e Cla s s es  of An im a ls  
a re refer red  to a  co-tem pora n ea u s  or igin , beca u s e a  
bon e of a  s h a rp-tooth ed  m on s ter  h a s  been  detected  
in  a  s u s p iciou s  p la ce, is  a s  lit t le wor th  a s  th e 
a pocryph a l excep t ion s  wh ich  h ere a ls o p res en t  
th em s elves , th e rem a in s  of a n  Owl, a n d  of on e or  
two oth er  Accip it res ; In  th e form er  ca s e th e 
overwh elm in g m yr ia ds  of lowerm os t  Crea tu res , a n d  
in  th e la t ter  th e cou n t les s  h erb ivora , a n d  th e 
Ga llin a ceæ  d is own  th es e u n n a tu ra l excep t ion s . Th e 
Ston es field , s o-ca lled , opos s u m ,

u pon  wh os e t in y s keleton  s win gs  with  a n t icipa te 
groa n s  s o m a n y pon derou s  lies , of a ll a n im a ls  a ffords  
th e very bes t  rea s on s  for  res ign in g it  to th e Deep ; th e 
extr in s ic a rgu m en t  is  n o les s  decis ive, it s  bed  is  
Ma r in e, a n d  its  bon y Com pa n ion s  a ll in  a  com m on  
gra ve a re m a r in e a ls o. Moreover , with  res pect  to th e 
Orn ith ickn ites , a n d  oth er  m a rks  in  th e New Red  
Sa n ds ton e of Am er ica , to refer  th em  to red -b looded  
Cotem pora n eou s  b irds , in  th e fa ce of p rotes t in g 
n a tu re were va in  in deed . In  th e a lm os t  Egyp-t ia n  
da rkn es s  wh ich  en velopes  th e n ebu lou s  h is tory of a  
Pla n et , h ow ca n  we expect  to con s t ru e every m u t ila ted  
Hieroglyph ? Refer  th es e s peciou s  s h a dows  to th e 
"weoph "-

�����
 , of Gen es is , wh ich  im plies  a  m a r in e-

a er ia l Crea tu re— tra ces  of a n  en gra fted -by-Evil s tock  
of wh ich  a re n ow kn own  a s  Pterocta ctyles , a n d  th e 
d ifficu lty va n is h es . Even  were th es e " Footm a rks  " 
s u bs ta n t ia ted  a s  th os e of a ctu a l b irds , th e Rock  
wh ich  p res erves  th em  m a y h a ve been  d is in tegra ted  
a n d  s u b ject  to s u ch  s ligh t  im pres s ion s  a ges  beyon d  
th e Epoch  to wh ich  it  rea lly belon gs . 

Th is  by s elf-dem on s tra ted  a n a logies , a n d  th e 
iden t ica l exu viæ  of th e fir s t  Ter res t r ia l Orders , we 
pon der  u pon  th e very da te in  wh ich  ou r  Moth er  Ea r th  
ga ve b ir th  to a  Ma m m iferou s  popu la t ion , a n d  
in d ign a n t ly reject  th e in t ru s ive bon es  of th os e Sa ta n ic 
Ra ces , wh ich  ca m e h owlin g a t  a  la ter  Per iod , a n d  of a  
wa n in g For tu n e. Th e m a rch  of Th in gs  from  Ch a os  
th rou gh  Ligh t , a n d  Life, p roceeds  from  th e th res h old  
of Sen s e to it s  s ou l, from  th e Cra wlin g worm  on  th e 
Ocea n -floor  to th e Pa ren t  of ou r  God-like Ra ce. To 
s t ra in  a fter  a rgu m en ts  in  beh a lf of God's  u n s u llied  
Crea t ion , were to va rn is h  th e Em pyrea n , a n d  bu rn is h  
th e Su n  : Every Con d it ion  of r igh t  rea s on , every 
p roces s  of Scien ce, every th in g a bove, below, a n d  in  
th e Dep th s  p rocla im  th e goodn es s  of J eh ova h , by 
wh om  th e Hea ven s , a n d  th e Ea r th , a n d  a ll th eir  Hos t  
were fin is h ed . “ Dixit  qu oqu e Det is  : p rodu ca t  ter ra  
a n im a m  vivea tem  in  gen ere s u o, ju m en ta , et  rep t ilia , 
et  bes t ia s  term  s ecu a -du m  s pecies  s u a s -— Et  a it ; 
fa cia m u s  Hom in em  a d  im a gi-n em , et  s im ilitu d in em  
n os tra m ; et  p ræ s it  p is cibu s  m a r is , et  vola filibu s  cœ li, 
et  bes t iis , u n ivers æ qu e ter ræ , om n iqu e rep t ili, qu od  
m ovetu r  in  ter ra . Vid itqu e Deu s  cu n cta  qu æ  fecera t ; 
et  era n t  va lde bon a . Et  fa ctu m  es t  ves pere et  m a n e, 
d ies  s extu s . ” 

SECT, III. Adora b le Eloh im — bles s ed  be His  Holy 
Na m e, m a de th e Wor ld , bu ilt  it  for  a  Th ron e, a n d  
en r ich ed  th e Scep tre th ereof for  th e Son  of Eloh im , 
Th e Kin g of th e Wor ld  ca m e, with  Dom in ion , a n d  th e 
Roll of h is  Glory is  lon g. Th ere is , a la s ! a n oth er  
Regis ter  of s u cceed in g Tim es , pen n ed  by ter r ific 
Fien ds . Clot ty h or r ib le, it  open s  th e His tory of 
fien d is h  Bru tes , wh ich  ca m e by perm is s ion , bu t  
s u rely n ot  th e Ha n d  of J eh ova h . Th eir  u n clea n  
ca rca s s es  in  every qu a r ter  of th e Globe, s u gges t  a  
Cu rs e u n ivers a l, a n d  th eir  u gly bon es  offer  u s  a  Sca le 
by wh ich  to ca lcu la te th e s ta tely Tita n s  u pon  wh om  
th ey wa rred . Here th en  we fa ll u pon  Evil; like Tim e it  
is  a  Proper ty of wh ich  we kn ow ba rely th e Effects , a n d  
per -h a ps  th e m os t  dep lora b le Con s equ en ce of Evil is  
th a t  very fa ct . It  cover ts  in  fire, a ir , ea r th , a n d  in  
wa ter , pou n cin g u pon  u s  a t  p lea s u re, for  ever  s poilin g 
a n d  la yin g u s  wa s te. We m a y ca ll it  th e a n t ith es is  of 
every good , bu t  th e defin it ion  of Evil wa s  kn own  to 
m a n  on ly a t  th e m om en t  of h is  fa ll. 

 
“Fer tu s  Prom eth eu s  a ddere, p r in cip i 
 Lim o coa ctu s , pa r t icu la m  u n d iqu e  
Des ecta m ” 

 
It  is  en ou gh  th a t  Evil rea ch es  a b ove th e Clou d s , a n d   
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for  ou r  Argu m en t th a t  Violen ce is  on e of h is  
a t tr ib u tes , let  u s  th en  tra ck  Violen ce b a ck  from  ou r  
own  Iron  Age to h is  la ir , in  wh ich  h e firs t  on  Ea rth  
la p p ed  h is  ton gu e in  b lood . It  m a y b e ob jected  th a t  
m a n y m u rd erou s  m on s ters  en s a n gu in ed  th e Prim a l 
Deep , cryin g h a voc, lon g b efore th e com in g of Ma n , 
a n d  th e revela t ion  of Mora l Evil in  h is  p ers on . Now, 
it  is  im p os s ib le to s a y th a t  n o Ra ce of fa llen  
In telligen ces  h a d  p reviou s ly ru led  th e Ocea n , for  
wh os e s a ke, it   h a d  been  a ccu rs ed . Th is  op in ion  
wa s  h eld  by th e m os t  a n cien t  Na tion s , a n d  even  
em bod ied  in  des cr ip t ive Colors  on  th eir  Tem ple.-. 
Th e Holy Scr ip tu res  Th em s elves  en cou ra ge s om e 
s u ch  a n  h ypoth es is , in  th a t  Ca in  s a ys , ."every 
on e th a t  fin deth  m e s h a ll s la y m e," a t  a  t im e 
wh ich   it  h a s  s orely vexed  th eologia n s  to fu rn is h  
with  oth er  m en . An d  Gen es is  p ron ou n cin g on ce 
th a t  J eh ova h  b les s ed  th e Crea tu res  of th e Deep , 
gives  th e green  h erb  for  food  to th e bea s t  of th e 
Ea r th , th e fowl of h ea ven , a n d  every creep in g 
th in g u pon  th e ea r th , a n d  th en  in  th is  fin a l 
s u m m a tion  lea ves  th e in h a b ita n ts  of th e Sea  
en t irely ou t . Th is  exp res s ive s ilen ce, th e 
excla m a tion  of Ca in , a n d  th e Ma gia n  Tra d it ion s , 
a re s u fficien t ly in d ica t ive of a n  h ypoth es is , th e 
im port  of wh ich  s ta n ds  con fes s ed  u n der  ou r  
n ot ice. So m a n y Scien ces  a s  well a s  Arts  h a ve 
been  wh olly los t , or  we m a y h a ve t ra ced  th is  
fa ct , a n d  a ll oth ers  in  Na tu re a n d  Eth ics , u p  to 
its  s ou rce, a n d  th ere s qu a red  it  a s  cer ta in ly with  
th e In tern a l La w, a s  with  th e An a logies  of 
rea s on , th e in du ct ion  of Fa ith , a n d  th e belief of 
Na tion s . 

Pa s s in g th is , th en , we s h u dder  over  th e old  
Spectra l World , wh en , a rm ed  with  pois on , fa n g, 
a n d  fu ry, ten  th ou s a n d  h ideou s  m on s ters : 
s lipped  from  lea s h , s h r iek  to th e Fou r  Win ds , 
a n d  s ca re pea ce for  ever  a wa y. Th e Ma lefa ctor  
Ada m ites , giga n t ic in  th e Fa ll, s o were th e gr im  
Bru tes  gia n ts  wh ich  ba t t led  with  th em  for  b lood . 
Th es e too h a ve th eir  An ces tra l bon es , in  m a n y 
a n  An tre va s t , a n d  th ey both  togeth er  per is h , in  
th e wild  exu la n t  Flood . 

Th u s , we dem on s tra te a  fu git ive bu t  cer ta in  
E lem en t , n ew to ou r  own  Crea t ion , if n ot  th e 
very a n ta gon is t  by wh ich  it  s h a ll be a t  la s t  
a n n ih ila ted  ; th e Sp ir it  of Evil, oppos ed  to th e 
exis ten ce of a ll th in gs , n ot  excep t in g its  own  
Su icida l-s elf. Its  effects  u pon  th e firs t  u n gu a rded  
Son s  of Ma n , gifted  a s  th ey were with  in cred ib le 
m ora l a n d  ph ys ica l en ergy, m u s t  h a ve been  
a wfu l. To fin d  th em s elves  depos ed  from  
Au th ority a s  gods , a n d  th eir  fa llin g Em pire 
in va ded  by fr igh tfu l Swa rm s  of Ven om ou s  
Bein gs , m u s t  h a ve torn  th eir  h ea r ts  with  ra ge 
a n d  rem ors e"  

 
“  An da x om n im  perpet i 
Gen s  h u m a n a  ru it  a per  vet iu m  n efa s " 
 
Old  Am m on  in ven ted  n ot  th e s u b lim e Story of 

th e Tita n ides . Th e Firs t  a m on gs t  th e pos t-
d ilu via n  Na tion s , a m ids t  s ilen ce a n d  des ola t ion . 
a n d  th e s ca rcely with d ra wn  

token s  of God’s  Wra th , it  wa s  rela ted  to h im  by 
Os ir is  in  th e Sh a dow of th e Pilla rs  wh ich  Seth  
gra ven ed  with  n ow a ccom plis h ed  Proph ecies , 
a n d  th e m os t  p reciou s  lore of th e depa r ted  
Gia n ts . 

For t ified  on  every s ide, th e Sa cred  Scr ip tu res  
s ta n d  ba s ed  u pon  Everla s t in g Tru th . Th e 
pers on a lity of Ma tter , wh a tever  it  be E loh im  
crea ted  it .    Ligh t , wh a tever  it  be,  E loh im   n ext  
crea ted .     Life,  wh a tever   it  be, crea ted  h e la s t .     
He cloth ed  th e World  vern a lly,  ga ve  to it   fis h es , 
th en  bea s ts , a n d  a ppoin ted  Ma n  over  th em  a ll, 
Th e h ea t  wh ich  forced  Fern s  in to Fores ts , a n d  
crowded  th em  by m illion s , were fa ta l to a n y 
order  of livin g of ext in ct  crea tu re : u n der  a  
m it iga ted  clim e, th e m os t  n erveles s  a n im a ls  
wou ld  firs t  com e for th  ; th ey ca m e, a n d  th ere in  
th e Tra n s it ion  Rocks , th e Mollu s c Orth a cera t ite. 
Sp ir ifer , Piodu cta , Tr ilob ites , a n d  Myria d  
Ra d ia ted   Crea tu res  rem a in . Th e ver teb ra ta  in  
order  followed  : a t  la s t  th e, Ea r th  wa s  in h a b ited , 
a n d  Ma n  a ppoin ted  Lord  over  a ll. 

Bu t  a  ch a n ge ca m e u pon  th e h a ppy s cen e. Let  
th e s t r ife of fa m ilies , th e. fa ct ion s  of Em pire, a n  
a rm ed  con flict in g world  con fes s  th e d is m a l 
Ca u s e. 

Ou r  Ra ce wa s  well n igh  ext in gu is h ed , a n d  th e 
p r im a l ca rn ivora  des troyed  qu ite : beh old  th e 
wrecks  of a  Delu ge s trewn  in n u m era b le 
everywh ere –“ qu æ  ca ret  ora  cru ore n os tro? ” 
a n d  h ea r  th e t ra d it ion s  of every Peop le u pon  
Ea rth , a n d  th e Scr ip tu res . Too lon g h a s  it  been  
a greed  to pos tpon e th es e Holy Books , th e 
Fou n ta in  of a ll t ru e Ph ilos oph y. Th ey with d ra w 
th e Cu rta in  of Tim e, a n d  by th e Cu rs e of Eve 
exp la in  th e Ru in s  of th e World , revea lin g th e 
s u re foots teps  of J eh ova h . Th rou gh  a ll His  
glor iou s  works  to th e topm os t , on e cea s eles s  
exp res s ion  of u n u t tera b le goodn es s  s h in es . From  
fa llen  Ada m  to th e Flood  Sa ta n ic fu ry ru les . By 
th is  Golden  Book  of Books  we deciph er  th e 
m om en tou s  Fortu n es  of m a n k in d  to E tern ity 
its elf: Th rou gh  Gu lfs  of m olten  b lood  ba t t lin g 
with  Hell a n d  Dea th , a n d  a t  la s t  da s h in g th e 
Kra a ken  Fien ds  over  th e wa lls  of God's  wa ilin g 
Crea t ion , down , down  u n to th e Abys s  Toph et . 
Bu t  th e Th em e belon gs  to a n oth er  occa s ion . 

Th e Slou gh  of Ma tter  in  wh ich  th e m odern s  
s p la s h , s u bs erves  a  Specta cle of wh ich  th e world  
h a s  t ired  before. Th e m ech a n ica l p ropen s it ies  of 
ou r  Age va in ly es s a y a n  a rgu m en t  wh ich  h a s  n o 
grou n d , a n d  is  oppos ed  to th e im m orta l in s t in cts  
a n d  h a b its  of th e Sou l. Th e Tim es  will s u rely 
com e wh en  a ll gros s  Th eories  of Ma tter  s h a ll be 
devoted  to th e Fla m es , a n d  a  s econ d  Oth m a r 
decree for  a ll Na t ion s  th e ever la s t in g des tru ct ion  
of th e in s tru m en ts  by wh ich  th e Sp ir it  of ou r  
Ra ce h a s  been  Ca rn a lized  a n d  s o n ea r ly los t . Th e 
Gra n d  Sch em e of th e m a tter les s  illim ita b le 
u n ivers e s h a ll rem a in , like a n  old  a n d  m a s s ive 
Tem ple, or  a  va s t  Ca th ed ra l, u p rea red  by 
Colos s a l Gen ii. con t in u ou s  a n d  ch a n geles s  a s  
J eh ova h  a n d  co-etern a l. 
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CHAPTER   II.  

 

 
OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS, ICHTHYOSAURI.  

 
 
h e  His tor ia n  of ext in ct  Ra ces  of An im a ls , in  th e 
a bs en ce of com pa r is on  a n d  oth er  ord in a ry Ru les  

u pon  wh ich  th e Mem oirs  of Livin g Crea tu res  a re 
fou n ded , n ot  in frequ en t ly con fin es  h im s elf to th e 
m eres t  field  of An a tom y, beyon d  wh ich  lie th e 
Provin ces  of Dou bt , wh ich  

we in va de a n d  fora ge a t  ou r  per il. An d  th e cold  
Ph ilos oph y of th e m odern s  h a s  been  a lwa ys  ca refu l 
to a u th en t ica te on ly th os e Works  in  wh ich  th e p la in  
Tu s ca n  Style is  obs erved , to th e s a cr ifice of a ll 
orn a m en t  rh etor ica l ,a n d  ext r in s ic; Never th eles s  th e 
m os t  gen era l fa vor ite Au th ors  in  Na tu ra l His tory, 
from  Ar is tot le to Bu ffon  down wa rd , a re th os e of th e 
m os t  en th u s ia s t ic d is pos it ion , wh ich  en liven  th eir  
wr it in gs  a n d  fill th em  with  ch a rm s . Th es e s tu d ied  
Na tu re with  Gen iu s , pen cillin g h er  m os t  bea u t ifu l 
a t t itu des  a n d  colors , ch a n gefu l a n d  fleet in g th ou gh  
th ey be; d is da in in g to ca rve a n d  ga s h  h er  to p ieces  
for  th e m ea n  s a ke of cou n t in g th em  wh en  it  wa s  
don e. 

Th ere is  n o s u b ject , perh a ps , with in  th e vis ion  of 
m a n  a bou t  wh ich  s o m a n y fa s cin a t in g ob jects  
revolve a s  ou rs , th e Ch ron icle of th e grea t  Sea -
dra gon s , wh ich  ru led  th e r idgy Deep , a n d  s u n k  
Em pire a n d  Life in  th e Profu n d ity of p re-Ada m ic 
Tim es . Th e m ere s keleton  of a  los t  Gen u s , u n s igh t ly 
a n d  in cu r iou s  th ou gh  it  be a ppa ren t ly, is  th e 
p reciou s  a r id  s ole s u rvivin g Sym bol of th e m os t  
recon d ite Tru th s , a n d  th e Fu lcru m  of th a t  
pon derou s  lever  by wh ich  on ly we ca n  u ph ea ve 
th em  from  th e Abys s  of Ages . Th e bon y Ou t lin e of a n  
ext in ct  Mon s ter  is  a  fa ded  Ca r toon  of Na tu re, by 
wh ich  we s tu dy a bs t ra ctes t  Bea u t ies , a n a lyze th e 
m os t  s u b t le Con cep t ion s , a n d  revivify Ma t ter  it s elf. 
It  is  a ls o th e figu re of a  Mora l Qu a n t ity, by wh ich , 
s u b lim izin g Tim e, we des cry th rou gh  h is  a gita ted  
Sh a dows  th e Elem en ta l Order  of Th in gs  in  Hea ven , 
a n d  in  th e Ea r th . Hen ce th e vita l in teres t  wh ich  
a t ta ch es  to fos s il 

Orga n ic rem a in s , a n d  th eir  in ca lcu la b le va lu e in  
th e Sca le of Meta ph ys ics  wh en  fou n d . Th ey weigh  
th e Wor ld  in  a  ba la n ce, a u th en t ica te s om e of th e 
m os t  obs cu re pa s s a ges  of th e  a n t iqu e Fa ith , a n d  
res u s cita te Mem ories  wh ich  cou ld  h a ve oth erwis e 
n o Res u rrect ion . By th e Egyp tia n  Mon olith s , th e 
Tem p le Bel, a n d  th e con s en t  of old  Græ cia , a n d  th e 
Pa p u a n  Gu in ea ; b y th e Rou n d  Towers  of Irela n d , 
a n d  of In d ia , a n d  th e Teu ton  Creed ,  we rea ch  th e 
Ston es  of Mem oria l of th e Flood , wh eth er  a t  
Ston eh en ge, or  in  As ia , or  in  Am erica ; b y th e 
p yra m id s  of Geeza h ., th e Cyclop ea n  Ab od es , a n d  
th e Ca rca s s es  of a n n ih ila ted  Ca rn ivore, we a s cen d  
th e a n te-d ilu via l Strea m  of yea rs  even  to Ed en ; b y 
th es e extin ct  Dra gon s  we n a viga te th e p re-Ad a m ite 
Sea s  to th eir  very Ma rgin , a n d  look , over  th e "Ed ge 
of Ma tter  in to Ch a os , lift in g th e Veil of Is is , 
m eta m orp h os ed  a s  god s . 

Th e p h ys ica l rela t ion s  wh ich  s u b s is ted  in  th e 
d ep a rted  Sa u ria n  Na tion s  a re n o les s  s ign a l th a n  
:th e a b s tra ct  on es ; fit ted  exclu s ively for  th e Sea , 
wh ich  in  ou r  t im e h a s  on ly a  fa b u lou s  Serp en t , 
th es e Ta n in im  p rove th a t  th e grea t  Pr in cip le of 
Un ity es ta b lis h ed  th rou gh ou t a ll th e Crea tu res  

of th e Ea rth , h a s  h a d  oth er  a d a p ta t ion s  th a n  th os e 
of Mod ern  d a te. Th ey p erp etu a te a  Des ign  n o 
lon ger  in  u s e, s h ow a  Retra ct ive Power in  th e  Act  
of b lot t in g ou t  a n  Am a lek ite Ra ce, a n d  fu rn is h  
d a ta  b y wh ich  to es t im a te th e Figu res  of th e m os t  
d is ta n t  Tim es , th rou gh  a ll th e Norm a l Velocit ies  to 
wh ich  th e Alm igh ty d es t in ed  th em . With  s u ch  
extra ord in a ry Prop ert ies , Pa læ on tologis ts  h a ve 
b een  m u ch  p u zzled  to a s s im ila te th es e fos s il 
Rem a in s  with , th e Cla s s es  of a ctu a l Bein gs . Ha lf 
liza rd , a n d  h a lf fis h , th e n a m e Ich th yos a u ri 
exp res s es  th e word s , b u t  n ot  th e Id ea  wh ich  lu rk s  
with in  th em . It  is  th erefore on ly a  con ven tion a l 
term , forced  u p on  u s  b y th e ra s h  a t tem p t to a lly 
Pa s t  a n d  Pres en t  Ra ces , livin g u n d er  two s u ch  
a lien  Pla n ets . 

In  ou r  Mem oirs  it  wa s  m ete to h on ou r th e 
d is t in gu is h ed  Ph ilos op h ers  wh o com m en ced  th e  
His tory of th es e en igm a tica l Trib es , a s  fa r  a s  
con s is ted  with  th e or igin a l fa cts  a lon e in  ou r  
p os s es s ion . We th erefore con tin u ed  it  u n d er  th eir  
own  Tit le, a n d , p u rs u in g th e p r in cip le u p on  wh ich  
it  s et  for th  to its  ju s t  con clu s ion , coin ed  n a m es  for  
th e s evera l s k eleton s  we h a d  a cqu ired . Th e  old  
s p ecific cogn om in a , Ten u iros tr is , Pla tyod on , 
In term ed iu s , a n d  Com m u n is , were s h own  to b e a t  
va r ia n ce, a n d  qu ite in a p p lica b le to th e Sp ecies  
m ea n t  b y th em , a n d  oth ers  offered  in s tea d . Th es e 
n ew Na m es  were p rotes ted  on  a ccou n t of th eir  
len gth : th ey s in n ed  a ls o a ga in s t  th e Greek  ca n on  
of on e s u b ject  a n d  on e p red ica te. Bu t s in ce every 
k n own  Sa u ria n  Rem a in  fa lls  in to its  p la ce u n d er  
ou r  Sys tem , we s h a ll reta in  it ; h op in g to ob via te 
a ll ob ject ion  b y d rop p in g th e p rep os it ion a l ���	��
 -
p a d d le, lea vin g th a t  to b e a lwa ys  u n d ers tood , a n d  
tra n s la t in g th e com p ou n d s  Oligos t in u s , 
Polyos t in u s , Stron gylos t in u s , a n d  
Pa ra m ecos tin u s  of ou r  m em oirs  from  Sp ecific to 
Gen eric term s . My s even  p erfect  Sk eleton s , a n d  
th e wh ole s u b s id ia ry Collect ion  h a p p ily res olve 
th em s elves  u n d er  th es e h ea d s  ; a n d  every oth er  
Relic th a t  we h a ve s een , b u t  h elp  to con firm  th e 
lin k . I a p p ea l to th e wh ole world  if it  b e n ot  b et ter  
th u s  to d is t in gu is h  th em  ra th er  th a n  b y Prop er  
Nou n s , wh ich  a t  p res en t  m ys tify a n d  Dis gra ce 
every h orn -b ook  on  Na tu ra l His tory. It  is  t ru e th a t  
Lin æ u s ,  La treille , a n d  oth er  worth ies  n a m ed  
cer ta in  Sp ecies  a fter  th e d is coverer , or  a fter  
em in en t  Pers on s ; b u t  th ey d id  s o on ly wh en  th e 
Ch a ra cter  wa s  a b s olu tely u n k n own . Cou ld  th ey 
h a ve fores een  th e fla gra n t  a b u s es  to wh ich  th e 
exa m p le led , th a t  with in  a  cen tu ry th e excep tion  
wou ld  a ctu a lly d ep os e th e Ru le, th a t  exa m p le 
wou ld  h a ve b een  s o s tr ict ly gu a rd ed , th a t  th ere 
wou ld  b e n ow n o occa s ion  to d ep lore a  p ra ct ice s o 
in ju r iou s  to th e d ign ity of Scien ce, a n d  th e Ta s te 
of th e Age in  wh ich  we live. I h a rd ly a n ticip a te th e 
im m ed ia te a b n ega tion  of th e ja rgon  b y wh ich  
th es e Sa u ri h a ve b een  h ith er to recogn is ed , b u t   
a m  con ten t  to a b id e th e ord in a ry cou rs e of 
even ts , a n d  even  a wa it  th e Com in g  Gen era t ion  
for  th a t  in gen u ou s n es s  wh ich  m a y n ot  b e fou n d  
in  th is . 

T 
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Fu r th er , we p ropos e to res tore th es e Los t  Tr ibes  
to a  Kin gdom  of th eir  own . Belon gin g to a ges  s o 
in fin itely rem oved  from  ou rs , s qu a red  con fes s ed ly, 
to a  Crea t ion  for  ever  pa s t , a n d  form ed  u pon  th e 
m os t  In ten t  p r in cip les  in  Na tu re, with  n o s u rvivin g 
a n a logu e, th eir  n u m era l is  u n kn own . Th e ver tebra l 
s u b-regn a , m a m m a lia , a ves , rep lilia , et  p is ces , 
s evera lly reject  th em . Th ey a re th e J ews  of Crea t ion , 
a lon e in  th e a ctu a l Wor ld , a n d  pecu lia r  to th e On e 
by-gon e. 

Th es e u n pa ra lleled  ph en om en a  dem a n d  a  Style 
a n d  Tit le of th eir  own . Th rou gh ou t  th e Greek , a n d  
La t in , a n d  a ll th e der iva t ive La n gu a ges  livin g, floa t  
t ra d it ion a l n ot ices  of a  s u ppos ed  Ch im era , u n der  
th e term  Dra gon . Ba ck in g th is  word  th rou gh  th e 
m ore a n cien t  Sem it ic Ton gu es , we com e a t  la s t  to 
it s  root  in  th e m os t  a n cien t  of a ll, th e b les s ed  
Hebrew. Th ere, in  th e In s p ired  An n a ls  of Ea r th , we 
rea d  of th e Gedolim  Ta n in im , th e Grea t  Sea -
Serpen ts , th e fr igh t fu l Dra gon s  of Dea d  Tim es , th e 
lon g-los t  Ich th yos a u r i a n d  Ples ios a u r i, of wh ich  we 
t rea t . 

 
REGNUM— Gedolim  Ta n in im .— ��
 � 
 �  ��� �����

SUB-REGNUM.— Ich th yos a u ru s .-  et   
GENUS.— Oligos t in u s .— ��� ���������� !

os s ibu s  in  pa lm iped ibu s  
SPECIES I — Den t ibu s  form os is , m em bra n a  

s clerot icæ  fru s tu lis  perpa u cis , 
pa lm iped ibu s  cra s s is . Ta b  II et  VI Fig 1  

II.—  Den t ibu s  a du in cis  et  cra s s is , m em bra n a  
s clerot ica  m u lt ip lici, pa lm iped ibu s  
levior ibu s . Ta b . III. et  V et  VI. Figs . 2  et  3 . 

 
Th e h u ge Oligos t in u s  of ou r  form er  Mem oirs , 

Pla te III, s u bs ta n t ia ted  th e gen u s  of ou r  p res en t  
th em e. Un t il th e d is covery of th a t  giga n t ic Skeleton , 
th e pa dd les  of Ich th yos a u r i were rem a rka b le for  th e 
n u m ber  of th eir  join ts , if, in deed , we excep t  th e 
im per fect  Ra m es  of th e St ron gylos t in u s  depos ited  in  
th e Br is tol In s t itu t ion  by Mis s  An n in g. Proph et ic I 
s ou gh t  h is  va s t  qu a dru peda l oa rs , bu r ied  cou n t les s  
yea rs  u n der  ten  th ou s a n d  ton s  of s h a le a n d  s ton e, 
pa s s in g th e bon y keel a n d  r ibs  ou t  of wh ich  Tim e 
h a d  s o en t irely s h a t tered  th e Crea tu re, it s  a n cien t  
Ma r in er  a n d  Occu pa n t . Th e ca rca s s , th ere a  wreck , 
wa s  s t ra n ded  for  ever ; th e oa rs  wh ich  ers t  
circu m n a viga ted  th e rou n d  Wor ld , la y for  ever  id le, 
bu t  th eir  m is s ion  wa s  n ot  wh olly a t  a n  en d . 
Ph ilos oph y dem a n din g oth er  a t t r ibu tes  bes ide th a t  
of s ize, wh ereby to cla s s ify th in gs , th e Pa dd les  of 
th is  h u ge s ea -bea s t  in s ta n t ly  p res en ted  
th em s elves . Th e old  m is n om er  Pla tyodon , n a m ed  in  
th e p res en t  Gen u s , ga ve p la ce to fea tu res  s o 
en t irely n ew, a n d  it  wa s  gen era lly a dm it ted  th a t  a  
bet ter  gen er ic Ru le th a n  th e pa dd les  offered  cou ld  
n ot  be fou n d . 

Th e len gth  of th e Na m es  pu b lis h ed  in  th e 
Mem oirs  a llu ded  to, a n d  th e h eret ica l doct r in e 
wh ich  m a in ta in ed  th em , a lon e I p res u m e los t  th e 
s u ppor t  of th a t  Grea t  Geologica l Ch ief, with ou t  
wh os e Cou n ten a n ce n o cla n s m a n  s h ou ld  h a za rd  a  
s tep  beyon d  h is  ra n ks . 

In  p res u m in g to n a m e Profes s or  Bu ck la n d , I a va il 
m ys elf of th e oppor tu n ity to p lea d  th a t  th e ob ject ion  
wa s  bu t  th e Pu rga tory wh ich  every New Sys tem  in  
s om e or  a n oth er  Sh a pe is  doom ed  to pa s s . An d  it  
r equ ired  n o lit t le pers evera n ce a n d  good  for tu n e to 
tes t  a n d  redu ce th es e n a m es  to th e Cla s s ic Ru le 
a n d  Exa m ple wh ich , h ere, n ow, I s u bm it  for  m y 
rea der ’s  a pprova l. 

An d  in  referen ce to Specific d is t in ct ion s , th es e 
Rem a in s , wra p t  in  th e Gra ve-cloth es  of m a n y Ages ,  

com e before u s  in s cr ibed  like th e m u m m ies  of old  
Æ gyp tu s , in  a  la n gu a ge a b a n d on ed  everm ore. Th e p re-
h u m a n , lik e th e la t ter  Ph a ra oh s , h a ve p erp etu a ted  on ly 
th e let ter  of th eir  on ce d rea d  Pers on s , in  gu is es  of s ton e. 
In  va in  d id  Belzon i con jectu re a fter  th e p ers on a lity of th e 
gorgeou s  Sa rcop h a gu s  wh ich  b ea rs  h is  n a m e; a n d  we a s  
va in ly s tr ive a fter  th os e p h ys iologica l d is t in ct ion s  b y 
wh ich  Na tu ra l Ph ilos op h y h a s  s ep a ra ted  a n d  a rra n ged  
ea ch  in  h is  p la ce th e Ord ers  of livin g crea tu res ; s o 
th a t , fors a k en  of th e Com m on  Aid s , if ever  a  Scr ib e 
b e ju s t ified  in  trea t in g a  foreign  th in g or igin a lly, 
th es e flin ty Im a ges  of extin ct  Ton gu es  p res en t  th e 
b es t  occa s ion . Th e s evera l Relics  wh ich  s h a ll 
ch a n ce b e fou n d  m u s t  th erefore n eces s a r ily fix th e 
n a m e of th e p a r ty wh o s ets  th em  for th : Th e gold en  
Sign et  of Ph ra a h , d is covered  b y Sa lt , p a s s in g to th e 
h a n d  of Mr. Sa m s , wa s  s h own  m e b y th a t  worth y 
Tra veller  a s  “ Sa lt's  ;” a n d  th e Sp oils  ga th ered  b y 
Mis s  An n in g, res olvin g th em s elves  in to ou r  fou r  
Gen era , s h a ll s t ill rejoice in  th a t  Na m e to th e la s t . 
We m a y Ma p  ou t  th e b roa d  Ou tlin e of th es e 
d efu n ct  Ra ces , b u t  th e d eta il m u s t  ch iefly con s is t  
in  th os e a ccid en ts  of p ers on s  b y wh om  th ey a re 
torn  from  Ob livion , a n d  b equ ea th ed  to th e 
Gen era t ion s  th a t  follow. It  will b e s een  even tu a lly 
h ow a b s u rd  it  were to La tin ize th e Na m es  

We p roceed  to th e Oligos t in u s  in  Pla te II. Th e 
m in u te d es cr ip t ion  in  ou r  Mem oirs  of Ich th yos a u ri 
a n d  Ples ios a u ri, of th e s ole Oligos t in u s  th en  
exta n t , Pla te III, ren d ers  a n oth er  a n a tom ica l p récis  
h ere u n n eces s a ry, th e b u ild  of b oth  s k eleton s  of 
th e two p la tes  b ein g a s  on e; th ey a re d u e a ls o to 
th e s a m e celeb ra ted  Lym e, a n d  were d is covered  b y 
Mis s  An n in g, to wh om  th a t  celeb rity is  en tirely 
d u e. 

Bu t th ere a re m a n y ch a ra cter is t ic d evia t ion s  
wh ich  requ ire Notice, b es id e th e va lu a b le fa ct  th a t  
wh erea s  th e la t ter  lies  a b d om in a lly fla t  in  th e Lia s , 
th e firs t  is  s een  th rown  u p on  h is  s id e. We a re th u s  
fa vou red  with  a  view of th e Sclerot ic, a n d  a  m u ch  
m ore s tr ik in g Con tou r  of th e h ea d , in  wh ich  s t ill 
lu rk eth  th e gh os t  of a  gr im  a n d  greed y th in g. Th e 
h yoid es  a re a ls o in  th eir  a ctu a l p la ce, wh ich  wa s  
b efore Con jectu ra l, a n d  th e teeth  a re m u ch  b etter  
s h own . 

Th e p os it ion  of th e Sk eleton  in  Pla te III, con cea ls  
th e form  of th e Eye, wh ich  is  s o p erfect  in  h is  
Kin d red  Hea d  of Pla te V. Th e p res en t  Oligos t in u s  
b oa s ts  a  n o les s  com p lete op tica l s h ield ; b u t  it  is  
com p os ed  of fewer p ieces  th a n  th e form er, a n  
in d u b ita b le evid en ce of a  d ifferen t  Sp ecies , a n d  on e 
of th e n u m b erles s  rea s on s  for  ou r  rep u b lica t ion  of 
s om e of th e p la tes  of ou r  form er work . Th is  
u n look ed -for  m ea n s  s erves  to id en tify th e h ea d  in  
th e Brit is h  Mu s eu m , p u b lis h ed  b y Sir  Evera rd  
Hom e, in  th e Ph il. Tra n s . 1 8 1 4 , wh ich  h a s  a n  eye 
fra m ed  lik e th a t  of Pla te V. Dr. Bu ck la n d  rem a rk s  
in  h is  celeb ra ted  "Brid gewa ter  Trea t is e." th a t  in  
livin g a n im a ls  th es e b on y p la tes  a re fixed  in  th e 
exter ior  or  s clerot ic coa t  of th e eye, a n d  va ry in  
s cop e of a ct ion , b y a lter in g th e con vexity of th e 
Corn ea : b y th eir  retra ct ion  th ey p res s  forwa rd  th e 
fron t  of th e eye a n d  con vert  it  in to a  m icros cop e; in  
res u m in g th eir  p os it ion , wh en  th e eye is  a t  res t , 
th ey con vert  it  in to a  teles cop e." Perh a p s  a ls o, a s  in  
th e Ch a m eleon , th e b od ily s k in  of th e Ta n in im  wa s  
gla zed  over  p a r t  of th e s clerot ic, h a vin g a n  a p ertu re 
in  th e cen tre, d irected  with  th e p u p il a t  p lea s u re to 
a n y p oin t , with ou t  m ovin g th e  h ea d , wh ich  wa s  s o 
ca refu lly b ra ced  to th e d ors u m  a n d  ch es t  th a t  it  
cou ld  h a ve h a d  b u t  lit t le  m otion
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of it s  own . By s u ch  in du ct ion s  we revive th e h a b its  
of Crea tu res  lon g va n is h ed  a wa y, a n d  recolor  th e 
a rden t  Mon s ter  fleet in g th rou gh  th e expa n s e of Sea s  
like ligh tn in g to h is  d is ta n t  p rey, with  a  lu s t  
qu en ch a b le a lon e in  gore. 

Th e teeth  of Pla te HI, a n d  V, go fa r  to p rove th em  
of th e s a m e s pecies , wh ile th os e of Pla te II, a s  
clea r ly s ign ify a n oth er . Th e St r ia ; a re m u ch  m ore 
n u m erou s , s h a rp , a n d  defin ed  in  th e la s t ; a n d  th e 
teeth  a re a s  elega n t  a s  th e oth ers  a re th ick , h ooked , 
a n d  clu m s y. A n u m ber , com m on  to a ll th e 
s pecim en s , s a t is fa ctor ily refers  th em  to on e Gen u s . 
Vide Pla te VI. Figs , 1 ,2 , 3 . 

We h a ve n ow to record  a  m os t  cu r iou s  fa ct  
rela t ive to th e Cervix of Ich th yos a u r i. It  wa s  
p reviou s ly kn own  th a t  th e At la s  a n d  Den ta tu s  were 
join ed  togeth er  by s yn a r th ros is , a n d  th a t  m in or  
d ifferen ces  of s h a pe d is t in gu is h ed  th em  from  th e 
oth er  ver tebra ; Bu t  in  1835  Sir  Ph illip  Grey Eger ton , 
Ba r t , p rocu red  s om e s pecim en s  from  Mis s  An n in g, 
with  a n oth er  rem a rka b le fea tu re. In  a  “ Pa per  “ rea d  
s oon  a fter , before th e Geologica l Society, it  is  
des cr ibed  a s  a  “ s u b-ver tebra l wedge, p la ced  
t ra n s vers ely to th e s m a ller  d ia m eter , “ u n dern ea th  
th e occipu t , At la s , Axis , a n d  even  on e or  m ore 
s u cceed in g bon es . 

From  a  s keleton  s een  by, bu t  a la s ! im pos s ib le for  
u s  to s a ve, in  th e s oft  pu lveru len t  lia s  Cla y, we 
s u bs equ en t ly ga th ered  th e occip ita l, th e a n ch ylos ed  
At la s  a n d  Axis  with  th eir  wedges , a n d  th e oth er  
bon es , Pla te VI. Fig. 4 . Th e Pa dd les  were a ls o 
s ecu red , a n d  th e b la ck  a n d  jet ty J a ws  wh ich  la y 
th ere in  th e s a cr ificia l cla y, decla red  a  
St ron gylos t in u s : We h a ve a ls o ob ta in ed  a  
St ron gylos t in u s  from  th e villa ge of Kein ton , in  wh ich  
th ere a re th ree s u b-ver tebra e. On  th e oth er  h a n d , 
Fig. 5  repres en ts  a n  At la s  a n d  Axis , belon gin g to 
a n oth er  Gen u s , th e form er  of wh ich  a lon e h a s  a  fa ce 
for  th e wedge. Fig. 6  repres en ts  a n  At la s  a n d  Axis , 
a n d  Fig. 7  th e cervica l a ppa ra tu s  of a  s keleton  in  m y 
collect ion  cop ied  by Sir  Ph illip  Eger ton . 

Sir  Ph illip  Eger ton  th erefore con jectu red  r igh t ly 
th a t  " m odifica t ion s  in  th e form s  a n d  p ropor t ion s  of 
th e cervica l a ppa ra tu s , wou ld  p roba b ly be fou n d  in  
a n im a ls  of d ifferen t  s pecies ." In  h ow m a n y va r iet ies  
th ey were pos s es s ed , it  m a y requ ire s evera l yea rs  to 
a s cer ta in , th e region  in  wh ich  th ey exis t  bein g 
a lm os t  a lwa ys  obs cu red  by th e over lyin g Sku ll, th e 
pa dd les , a n d  th e r ibs . It  h a ppen s  th u s  in  th e two 
s pecies , Pla te II, a n d  III; bu t  a n  en orm ou s  ver tebra l 
colu m n  of th e Oligos t iu u s , fou n d  by Mis s  An n in g in  
1835 , a n d  depos ited  in  th e Br it is h  Mu s eu m , en a b les  
u s  to a dd  th a t  th is  Gen u s  cla im s  a t  lea s t  on e if n ot  
m ore of th es e s u b-ver tebra l wedges . 

Th e com pa ra t ive d is p ropor t ion  of th e h ea d , a n d  
th e fra gile s p in e of Ich th yos a u r i, dem a n ded  a  
n u m ber  of con t r iva n ces  by wa y of ba la n ce, of wh ich  
th es e s u b-ver tebra  a re on e. Th e con ju n ct ion  of th e 
At la s  a n d  Axis  is  followed  u p  in  th e n ext  th ree, a n d  
in  s om e in s ta n ces  fou r , five, s ix, a n d  s even  ver tebra  
by fla t ten ed  n icies  to p reven t  ta xa t ion ; a n d  th e 
fos s a : for  th e r ibs  a re p la n ted  a t  th e a n ter ior  m a rgin  
of th e bon e it s elf; s o th a t  th e r ib , p roject in g with  it s  
m u s cu la r  b ra ces  is  th rown  in  a ll it s  gra vity u pon  th e 
n ext  a n ter ior  ver tebra . Th e s p in ou s  a poph ys es , too, 
con t r ibu te by a r t icu la r  fa cets  lock in g in to on e 
a n oth er ; a n d  th e Stern a l a ppa ra tu s , p la ced  to 
receive a n d  en la rged  to bea r  th e s h ock  of a n y 
em ergen cy, s t ill fu r th er  gu a rd  a n d  p rotect  th e s p in e 
from  th e ch a n ces  a llu ded  to. 

Th es e s u b-ver tebra l wedges , th en , a re bu t  on e of 
th e m a n y foreth ou gh ts  by wh ich  Na tu re 
com pen s a ted  h ers elf, a lth ou gh  in  th eir  degree 

in d is pen s a b le for  th e well-work in g of th e m a ch in e, 
a m on gs t  th e ru in s  of wh ich  th ey a re fou n d . 

Sir  Ph illip  Eger ton  h a s  th e u n dou bted  r igh t  of 
d is covery, a lth ou gh  th e wedges  p res en ted  
th em s elves  to m y n ot ice fir s t . In  pa ge 31  of th e 
Mem oirs  before m en t ion ed , th e body of th e h yoides  
is  des cr ibed  a s  "a  s olid  d is k ," wh ich  wa s  n on e bu t  a  
wedge. Th e m is ta ke a ros e from  m y fin d in g a  like 
bon e exa ct ly between  th e h yoida l a ppen d ices  in  th e 
s u b ject  of Pla te XVIII; in  des cr ib in g wh ich , pa ge 34 , 
it  is  rem a rked  th a t  " we were in  dou b t  of th e os s eou s  
d is c, a n d  th e two Styloid  p roces s es  a ccom pa n yin g it , 
u n t il we fou n d  th em  a t  th e pos ter ior  th ird  of th e 
in fer ior  ja ws , wh ich  s itu a t ion  iden t ifies  th em  a s  th e 
h yoides ." Th e Tym pa n a  too, of th e s a m e exa ct  s ize 
a n d  s h a pe, on ly th a t  th ey a re h ollow, con t r ibu ted  to 
th e er ror , wh ich  I a m  h a ppy to cor rect  th rou gh  th e 
bet ter  for tu n e of Sir  Ph illip , wh o h a s  ta ken  s o m u ch  
in teres t  in , a n d  pu rs u ed  Geology with  des erved  
repu ta t ion  a n d  s u cces s . 

For ty-fou r  dors a l ver tebra : belon g to both  
s keleton s , a lth ou gh  th ey h a ve th icker  bod ies  in  th a t  
of Pla te II. Th e ver tebra s  a re s u n k  in  pyr ita ceou s  
m a t ter , im pos s ib le to deta ch ; in deed  th e wh ole 
Skeleton  wa s  s o en veloped  in  th is  in con ven ien t  
s u bs ta n ce, th a t  Mis s  An n in g decla red  I s h ou ld  be 
a b le to do n oth in g with  it . However , s ix of th e lon g 
da ys  of J u n e from  da ybrea k  u n t il da rk  were s pen t  
by m ys elf a n d  a  s ton e-cu t ter  over  th e h ea d  a lon e, 
du r in g wh ich  we expen ded  a  Ma ga zin e of ch is els , 
wore ou t  th eir  s teel, b roke a n d  flu n g th em  a wa y. 
Bu t  th e m a llet  res ou n ded , n or  d id  th e fiery s pa rks  
follow in  va in ; n ot  in  va in  d id  we both  toil with  a ll 
ou r  s k ill, a n d  a  Zea l wh ich  n oth in g bu t  s u cces s  
cou ld  s la ke. Th e teeth , th e h yoides , th e s clerot ica , 
th e m a gn ificen t  s ku ll a ppea red ; th e dors u m , th e 
ta il, th e r ibs , th e pelvis , th e pa dd les , th e, a t  la s t  
gra n d  wh ole, d is t in gu is h ed  by rela t ion s  s ign ifica n t ly 
it s  own . Th e teeth , th e ver tebræ  in  s h a pe, a n d  n o 
les s  th e h u m er i, th e fem ora , a n d  th e pelvis ; th e 
s clerot ic in  n u m ber , a n d  th e tou t  en s em ble a ll 
togeth er , wh ile th e pers is ten ce of s tyle in  both  
s pecim en s , con s ign s  th em  to a  com m on  Gen u s , a n d  
even  en a b les  u s  to ca r ry in du ct ion s  th rou gh  Sir  E . 
Hom e's , a n d  th e h ea d  of ou r  Pla te V, of th e m os t  
in teres t in g k in d . 

Th e fra gm en t  of Pla te IV, is  th e on ly exa m ple of 
Sca pu læ  belon gin g to th is  Ra ce of Gia n ts , s a ve a  
deta ch ed  join t  with  th e Ver tebra l Colu m n  ju s t  
qu oted , in  th e Br it is h  Mu s eu m . For  th is  rea s on  th e 
p la te is  va lu a b le, a n d  I s h a ll ca r ry it  on  in  th e 
Ch ron icles  of th e Grea t  Sea -s erpen ts , u n t il I a m  
en a b led  to p res en t  m y in du lgen t  rea der  a  bet ter  
s tern a l illu s t ra t ion , a n d  pos ter ity th e a n t icipa ted  
in d ividu a l wh ich  s h a ll a fford  it . 

Som e s even  or  eigh t  yea rs  a go Mr . Bowerba n k , of 
Lon don , of wh om  I cou ld  s a y m a n y h a n ds om e 
th in gs , bu t  th a t  I fea r  to offen d  h is  rem a rka b le 
goodn es s  a n d  m odes ty of d is pos it ion , in t im a ted  to 
m e th e d is covery of a n  im m en s e Ich th yos a u ru s  a t  
Wh itby, in  Yorks h ire, pa r ts  of wh ich  h e h a d  on ly 
cu rs or ily s een , bu t  wh ich  h e im a gin ed  m igh t  be a n  
a cqu is it ion  wor th y m y Collect ion . Accord in gly I 
s ta r ted  by th e m a il, for  York  on e win ter  da y, a n d  
pos ted  th en ce to Wh itby in  a n  a gon y of fea r  les t  I 
s h ou ld  be too la te to s ecu re th e fa n cied  p r ize. I 
fou n d  th ere a  loa d  of wor th les s  s ton e, cer tes  with  
two or  th ree lon g, s ta r in g, im pu den t  bon es  of a  ja w, 
a  few teeth  a n d  ver tebræ , a n d  th a t  wa s  a ll: Ha d  it  
la in  a t  m y feet , in  a n y p la ce wh a tever , it  wou ld  h a ve 
been  a  n u is a n ce. By wh a t  ext ra ord in a ry 
legerdem a in  I kn ow n ot , n or  ca n  I gu es s  a n y of th e 
pa r t ies  by wh om  it  wa s  effected , or  I s h ou ld  im m edi- 
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a tely a pp ly to th em  for  th e s qu a re of th e Circle, th e 
key to th e a r row-h ea ded  ch a ra cters  of Ba ct r ia n a , 
a n d  oth er  s u ch  m ys ter ies ; bu t  th is  wor th les s  lit ter  
n ow lies  in  th e Br it is h  Mu s eu m , in  a  cos t ly Ca b in et , 
da u bed  with  grea s e a n d  s u lph a te of lim e. I defy th e 
reproa ch  of pers on a lity. I kn ow n oth in g of a t ten d in g 
circu m s ta n ces , wh eth er  of er ror  in  ju dgm en t , or  of 
va n ity in  a  don or , or  of m is ta ke in  a ll; bu t  th ere th e 
th in g lies , for  wh ich , h a vin g s pa red  n o t im e, n o 
m on ey, I wou ld  n ot , n or  wou ld  a n y on e els e, bes tow 
a  doit . 

With  th is  n a m eles s  excep t ion , th en , a n d  th e h ea d  
of PLATE V, a ll th e kn own  rem a in s  of th e Gen u s  
Oligos t in u s  a re du e to Mis s  An n in g. Th ey s ta n d  
th u s : 

 

Species  I 

Oligos t in u s . PI. II. ..Fou n d  by.Mis s  
An n in g. 

Ver tebra l Colu m n , a llu ded  to by Sir  P. 
Eger ton . 

Geol. Tra n s . 
Sca pu læ , &c of PI. IV 

Species  II 

Oligos t in u s . PI. III 
S ir  Evera d  Hom e’s  Hea d .Vide 

Ph il.Tra n s . 
Hea d  PI. V  A pers on , n a m e u n kn own  

It  m a y be obs erved  th a t  Mr . J oh n s on , of Br is tol, 
h a s  th e Cra n iu m  of a n  Oligos t in u s , wh ich  wa s  
fou n d  by Mis s  An n in g s evera l yea rs  a go a t  Lym e, 
beca u s e it  h a s  been  th e a ppu i for  m a n y a  ta le on  
a ccou n t  of it s  la rge eye s ockets . It  pos s es s es  n o 
s pecifica l iden t ifica t ion  wh a tever .  
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GENUS POLYOSTINUS . "�# $&%('*) #,+ -/.�-�-0+ 12'3-4+ 576�8�) 9:+ 6�"�;�+ 12'3-�$  
SPECIES I. Ca p ito m a gn o, den t ibu s  gra n d ibu s  a c pa u cis  pectore s olid is s im o. Ta b . VII. IX. et  X. 
SPECIES II. Com pa ge m in ore el deb iliore.    Ta b . VIII. et  XI. 
 

Y a  s in gu la r  fa ta lity th e Com m u n is  of th e old  
n a m es  p roves  th e ra res t  Gen u s  of a ll. Th e m os t  

in ces s a n t  en th u s ia s m  of pu rs u it , for  m ore th a n  ten  
yea rs , from  Lym e Nor th wa rd  th rou gh  a ll th e Lia s  
Covers  in  En gla n d , h a s  ob ta in ed  u s  bu t  on e " h a rk  
h a llo," a n d  th e on e Con qu es t  th a t  followed  it . We 
des cr ibed  th e s t ren u ou s  effor t  a n d  th e h a ppy 
for tu n e by wh ich  th a t  d ifficu lt  a n im a l wa s  s ecu red , 
in  ou r  Mem oirs , a n d  repu b lis h  h ere th e Pla te VII, a s  
th e t roph y of both . 

Bes ide th e recorded  gen er ic th ickn es s  of h ea d , 
com pa ra t ive pa u city of la rge du m py teeth , s tern a l 
s t ren gth , a n d  a bove a ll th e pa dd les ; Pla te VII, 
p res en ts  a  fa ct , wh ich  in s tea d  of bein g a cciden ta l to 
th e in d ividu a l, u s  a t  fir s t  s u ppos ed , belon gs  to th e 
u n ivers a l s u b-Regn u m  it s elf. 

We pu rpos ely a voided  a n y com pa r is on  between  
th e Cervica l a ppa ra tu s  of th es e los t  Ra ces  a n d  ou r  
own  con tem pora ry Ceta cca , in  th e la s t  Ch a p ter , 
th a t  we m igh t  illu s t ra te by th e m os t  rem a rka b le 
con t ra s ts  th e a m a zin g h eterodoxy wh ich  ob ta in s  in  
th e form er ; d r ive th em  from  a n y com m u n ity 
wh a tever  from  a ll Crea tu res  of th e Ada m ic a n d  
pos t -d ilu via n  epoch a , a n d  rein s ta te th em  th e m ore 
t r iu m ph a n t ly in  th e s olita ry p re-em in en ce of Tim e 
a n d  of Bein g, to wh ich  th ey a dva n ced  s o m a n y 
s u bs ta n t ia l cla im s . 

Of th e n eck ,— th e a n ch ylos is  a n d  oth er  m od es  b y 
wh ich  th e p rep on d era t in g h ea d  is  b a la n ced  with  
th e a t ten u a ted  s p in e, fin d s  a n a logies  in  m a n y 
a ctu a l wh a les ; s o d oes  th e ta il of th es e a s ton is h in g 
Ta n in im , s qu a re with  th e p ecu lia r  a t tr ib u te of th a t  
b elon gin g to th e Lib ya n  Boa ; a n d  wa s , p erh a p s , 
im p os ed  u p on  th e form er, a s  u p on  th e la s t , for  a  
m ora l p u rp os e, les t  th e s tron g s h ou ld  s u b d u e th e 
wea k , a n d  a t  len gth  extin gu is h  th e Pa cific 
Kin gd om s  of Crea tion . 

Th e Cu n n in g a n d  cru el Sn a k e, wh ett in g h is  
fa n gs  with  p ois on  in  trea ch erou s  la ir , a n d  followin g 
with  m a lign a n t  eye th e u n con s ciou s  crea tu re of h is  
lu s t , m oves  b u t  a t  h is  p er il. Bes id e th e 
Con s erva tive in s t in ct , th e vict im  in  wh ich  h e 
a n ticip a tes  Dea th  a n d  a  b a n qu et  of b lood , is  

a s s u red  of on e oth er  ch a n ce for  life, extor ted  from  
th e Des t royer  h im s elf. Th e lea s t  m ot ion  of h is  
volu m in ou s  Coils , even  a  s h iver  of ra ge, a s  th e deer , 
or  th e da n gerou s  Lion  ret ires , or  of fiery h ope wh en  
h e cros s es  th e fa ta l Circle of th e dem on  in  wa it , 
bet ra ys  h im  too s oon . Th e with ered  ta il r a t t les , a n d  
th e Ha n a ba s h , cu rs ed  with  th e ter r ific m ora l s o well 
u n ders tood  by th e crea tu re to wh om  J eh ova h  
a ddres s es  it , d ra gs  it  ever  beh in d  h im  with  wh a t  
d is a ppoin tm en t , h a te, a n d  con fu s ion  h e m a y. 

Ich th yos a u r i h a ve a  ta il with  a  like con d it ion , 
m odified  to th e elem en t  in  wh ich  th ey s wa m . In  th e 
Sea -s erpen t  before u s , th e la tera l s p in es , ca lled  
"ch evron s ," cea s e from  th e u pper  th ird  of th e twen ty 
s ixth  ca u da l ver tebra , a n d  th erea fter  occu py th e 
in fer ior  fa cet  of th e reced in g bon es , n ea r ly to th eir  
ext rem ity. Th e Sp in ou s  or  n eu roa poph ys es , a ls o 
d is a ppea r  from , a bou t , th e th ir ty-th ird  ver tebra  
beh in d  th e on e m en t ion ed ; a  com plete revolu t ion  in  
s h a pe occu rs  a ls o a t  th e s a m e t im e. Th e fir s t  
m en t ion ed  a n d  th ree followin g ver tebræ  elon ga te, 
s qu a re th em s elves , a n d  con t ra ct  in  s ize; th eir  
a r t icu la r  con ca vit ies  n ea r ly va n is h , a n d  th e r im  
it s elf occu p ies  h a lf th e pa r ies  of th e bon e. Th e 
a n ter ior  la tera l s p in es  wh ich  occu py th e cos ta l a xis  
of th e ver tebræ , from  th e Pelvis  ba ckwa rd , s ca rcely 
d is t in gu is h a b le from  th e floa t in g r ibs , eith er  in  s ize 
or  form , gra du a te s lowly u n t il th ey rea ch  th e lim it  
before m en t ion ed . At  th a t  poin t  th e ta il r ea lly 
com m en ces , th e ch evron  bon es  a rm in g it  with  a ll 
th e cocygea l a t t r ibu tes  from  th e fir s t . Th e s p in ou s  
ch ord , n o lon ger  is s u in g it s  won ted  fila m en t  to 
p roces s es  n owh ere fou n d , pu rs u es  it s  pa ra lys ed  
wa y over  th e followin g bon es , a n d  th en  cea s es  
a ltogeth er , lea vin g th e la s t  from  ten  to twen ty 
ver tebræ  lifeles s . 

Nor  wa s  th is  con d it ion  of th e ta il with ou t  
a dva n ta ge to th e pa r ty h im s elf; th e a u d itory n erve 
of th e p rey h e ch a s ed , m a y h a ve been  s t ru n g to th e 
wa rn in g vib ra t ion s  of th is  d roop in g a n d  fin a lly dea d  
m em ber  of th e Hellh ou n d  in  pu rs u it , a s  a re th e 
ea rs  of livin g crea tu res  to wa rn  th em  u pon  th e 
s erpen t's  t ra ck  wh ite th e declin a t ion

B



THE BOOK OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS 

  

13  

in  wh ich  th e ta il is  a lwa ys  fou n d  m ore s u rely p rove th a t  
it  wa s  n a tu ra lly s o p reh en s ile, a n d  pos s es s ed  of a  
la tera l m otion  pecu lia r ly its  own . Of wh a t  ru dder -like 
u s e a  s et t led  force a n d  a  m otive power  like th is  were to 
th e a n im a l th ey were given , ou r  n a vies  tell. Th e m ore 
th e m om en tu m  of a  ves s el a grees  with  its  pa s s ivity, th e 
bet ter  its  s u m -tota l weigh t  of ba lla s t  a n d  a ll h a rm on izes  
with  h er  s a ilin g powers , th e m ore per fect  s h e is  
es teem ed , wh ile a  per fect  com m a n d  of th e h elm  is  
in d is pen s a b le to th e s a fety of th e s h ip . 

Th a t  Na tu re wh ich  er rs  on ly th rou gh  Eth ics , over  
wh ich  th e Alm igh ty h a s  p la ced  a lon e His  Holy Na m e, 
dou b t les s  fixed  a ll h er  a n ta gon is t ica l Forces  with  th e 
m os t  exqu is ite a cu m en  com pos in g th em  to th e New La w 
even  of Evil its elf. Th e fa r  Ota h cita n , to wh om  a n  
a bs tra ct  idea  were Greek , h a s  ca rved  a n  oa r , to be s een  
in  th e Br it is h  Mu s eu m , a fter  th e fa s h ion  of th a t  of a  Sea  
Sa u ru s , a n d  were ou r  Na va l Arch itects  to d is cover  th e 
s ecret  of th a t  p ropor t ion  wh ich  is  obs erva b le 
th rou gh ou t  th e Crea tu res  of th e Deep , s oon  s h ou ld  we 
s k im  th e wa ves  a s  s wift ly, a s  ligh t ly a s  th e p r im æ va l 
Ta n in im ; va s t  pa dd les  rota tory by s tea m  for  fin s , 
m erch a n d ize for  body, th e s h ip  its elf for  th e s teer in g 
a n d  ba lla s t in g ta il, a n d  th e wit  of m a n , a s  of God , 
ru lin g th e wh ole. 

It  h a s  been  obs erved  before th a t  th e Polyos t in u s  is  
d is t in gu is h ed  gen era lly by a  bu lk  s wellin g a t  th e 
expen s e of s len dern es s . Th e Oligos t in u s  in  a ll h is  s ize, 
m igh t , à  p r ior i, h a ve been  expected  to s t retch  ou t  h is  
lim bs  to a n  egregiou s  len gth , wh erewith  to ga th er  u p  
th e wa ters  a n d  ru le th em  a t  h is  will; Bu t  th e 
Polyos t in u s  ret ires  with in  h im s elf; h is  h ea d , h is  ba ck , 
h is  m em bers  a re a ll s tu rdy, fit ted  to pou n ce u pon  h is  
qu a r ry, ra th er  th a n  to s peed  it  from  a n y grea t  d is ta n ce, 
a n d  fa ir ly to h u n t  it  down . Am on gs t  th e Sa u r i h e s ta n ds  
th e s t ron g; n on e h a d  s u ch  s tu bborn  teeth , n on e s u ch  
lu s ty lim bs ; h e wa s  th e bu ll-dog of h is  fu ry-k in d , b la ck , 
Su llen , a n d  u gly, fierce, glu t ton ou s , a n d  decis ive, a n d  a  
Gorgon  ter ror  to every h a p les s  Crea tu re th a t  ca u gh t  h is  
gla s s y eye. 

Sir  Evera rd  Hom e, a n d  Doctor  Bu ck la n d  s pen t  th em -

s elves  over  a n  im per fect  Polyos t in u s , in  1819 , 
wh ich  wa s  th e fir s t  Ich th yos a u ru s  to d is clos e it s  
fou r  pa dd les ; a n d  des cr ibed  it  in  th e Ph ilos oph ica l 
Tra n s a ct ion s , with  a  Sp len d id  p la te. 

I h a ve to expres s  m y u n feign ed  th a n ks  to 
Profes s or  Owen  a n d  Mr . Clift , of th e Roya l College of 
Su rgeon s , in  wh os e m a gn ificen t  Ga llery th is  
Sa u r ia n  is  depos ited , for  th e h os p ita b le m a n n er  in  
wh ich  th ey m et  m y requ es t  to exa m in e it , a s  a ls o 
J oh n  Hu n ter ’s  oth er  fos s il orga n ic Rem a in s . 

Th e in va lu a b le a n a tom ica l a n d  ph ys iologica l 
Collect ion  of th a t  em in en t  Ma n , wh ich  h a s  
a bs orbed  a lm os t  th e wh ole life of Mr . Clift , to wh om  
th e p res erva t ion  of m ore th a n  h a lf of it  is  du e, is  s o 
va s t , th a t  it  r em a in ed  for  Profes s or  Owen  to 
a s cer ta in  m ore pa r t icu la r ly th e geologica l 
s pecim en s  with  wh ich  it  wa s  a ccom pa n ied  to th e 
College. 

It  ca n n ot  bu t  be in teres t in g to ou r  Rea der  to 
lea rn  th a t  th es e Rem a in s  a m ou n t  to qu ite a  
Collect ion , of n o ord in a ry k in d , en h a n ced  a s  it  is  by 
th e Polyos t in u s  a bove m en t ion ed .. 

Th u s  h a ve a  t r ia d  of th e m os t  a ccom plis h ed  
Na tu ra lis t s  of th is  or  a n y oth er  Age, s ta m ped  a  
va lu e u pon  th e Collect ion  th ere of a  n ovel k in d . It  
s eem s  th a t  J oh n  Hu n ter  wa s  th e fir s t  of a  dyn a s ty 
of Grea t  m en , born  to en r ich  th is  College beyon d  
every oth er  in  Eu rope. Sir  Evera rd  Hom e 
s u cceeded , to wh om  Profes s or  Bu ck la n d , wh o n ow 
reign s , s eem s  wh ile livin g to h a ve been  a  s econ d-
s elf. Profes s or  Owen  will follow u p  th eir  h igh  
exa m ple, in s p ired  n o les s  by th e n ob ility of th os e 
Scien ces , in  th e Ha lls  of wh ich  h e ever  b rea th es , 
th a n  th e im pu ls es  of a  Gen iu s  wh ich  both  
Hem is ph eres  h a ve a lrea dy h a iled . 

 
Rés u m é. 

Species  I Polyos t in u s .Pl. VII. ...Fou n d  by th e Au th or .  
Fra gm en t .    Pl. IX. ....  -       -    -         
 J a w.    Pl. X. ..........  .  -       -    -       - 

Species  II S ir  Evera rd  Hom e’s . Ph il.Tra n s .. By Mis s  
An n in g. Hea d .    Pl. VIII.                          
By th e Au th or . 

J a w.   Pl. XI.                                 -    -       
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SPECIES   I. Ros tro cra s s iore.    Tab. XII. 
SPECIES II.  Ros tro p ræ lon go, et  ten u is s im o.    Ta b . XIII. 

 
LATE XII, fu rn is h es  a s  yet  th e m os t  perfect  
illu s tra t ion  of th e Gen u s  h ea d in g ou r  p res en t  

Art icle. Th e Stron gylos t in u s  wh ich  it  rep res en ts  
wa s  fou n d  in  a  th ick  s tra tu m  of m a rl, a bou t  
eleven  feet  from  th e grou n d , a n d  ca reles s ly torn  
u p  by th e id le fellow in to wh os e h a n d  it  fell. 
Alth ou gh  terr ib ly s h a t tered , for tu n a tely n ot  on e 
p iece of th e m a tr ix a ctu a lly los t  its  a r t icu la t ion , 
s o th a t  we fin d  it  h ere exa ct ly a s  Dea th  a n d  Tim e 
left  it . 

Th e Specim en  is  th e m ore in teres t in g 
in a s m u ch  a s  a  pa r t  of th e dors u m , a n d  n ea r ly 
th e wh ole of th e a n ter ior  pa dd les  h a ve been  
s wep t  a wa y by a  force wh ich  h a d  n ot  

s t ren gth  to ca rry with  th em  th e res t  of th e 
s keleton . Th e s ligh tes t  a gita t ion  of th e in cu m ben t  
wa ters  m igh t  s u ffice for  th is , a s  th e pu trefa ct ion  
of th e lu n gs  a n d  th e s tom a ch , n eces s a r ily 
p reced in g th a t  of th e les s  va s cu la r  a n d  flu id  
m u s cles , decom pos ed  th e a d ja cen t  ca r t ila ges , 
loos en ed  th e bon es , a n d  a ba n don ed  th em  to th e 
m ercy of th e Sea . Th e m ore s tu bborn  textu re of 
th e h ea d , a n d  ca u da l extrem it ies , a n d  th eir  
com pa ra t ively con tra cted  s ize, th eir  d is ta n ce too 
from  th e ga s eou s  volca n o, wh ich  b lew u p  a n d  
h elped  to s ca t ter  th e a n ter ior  a bdom in a l 
fra m ework , s u cces s fu lly res is ted  th a t  
ca ta s troph e 

P 
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 Th e exis ten ce n ea r  th e Con d yle of th e left  ja w of 
a  Cora ilin e,  wh ich  is  th e on ly .on e I h a ve ever  s een  
in  th e lia s  of Som ers et , p roves  th a t  th is  Dra gon  la y 
n a k ed  of fles h  a n d  of everyth in g els e a  lon g t im e 
u p on  th e Ocea n  Floor . So th a t  h a d  th e s ea  b een  
b u t  ever  s o lit t le  d is tu rb ed  a fter  th e eru p tion  of th e 
a n im a l ga s es , th e u n p rotected  join ts  of th e 
rem a in in g ca rca s e m u s t  h a ve b een  rem oved  ou t  of 
th e ord er  in  wh ich  th ey s ta n d . 

As  if a ls o to s a t is fy u s  th a t  th e s ea  in  wh ich  th is  
d ra gon  d ied  wa s  wa veles s , a n d  win d les s , a n d  
t id eles s , th rou gh  a  p er iod  of Mon th s ; or  th a t  it  wa s  
s o d eep , th a t  th e win d s  a n d  t id es , d u rin g: a ll th a t  
t im e, fa iled  to p rob e th e b ottom , th e m a xillæ  h a ve 
b een  p ierced  a n d  fed  u p on  b y s om e m a rin e 
os s ip h a geou s  in s ects , wh os e ra va ges  a re p a lp a b le 
to th is  d a y. 

Th ere a re m a n y oth er  p a ra s it ic s h ells  h ea p ed  
u p on  th e s u rrou n d in g m a rl, a ls o in d ica t ive of th e 
d en u d ed  s itu a t ion  of th e s k eleton  for  a  
con s id era b le t im e. An d  yet  th e cu riou s  a n d  m os t  
ra re p os it ion  of th e s n ou t , wh ich  r is es  a t  a n  a n gle 
of 4 5  d egrees   wou ld  s eem  to d en y th e fa ct . Bu t  th e 
com b in a tion s  of va p or  gen era ted  with in  s id e of th e 
b elly, a n d  th e os cilla t ion s  of th e Sea , a re d ifficu lt  to 
a rra n ge a n d  h a rm on ize with  th e p res en ta t ion s  of 
m a n y Sa u ri; s o th a t  we h a ve cea s ed  to s p ecu la te 
u p on  th e forces  b y wh ich  a n d  in  wh a t  m a n n er  th is , 
or  th a t , or  th e oth er  d ra gon  wa s  b rok en  u p , 
viola ted , a n d  ca s t  a t  len gth  a wa y. Reviewin g ou r  
wh ole Collect ion , a n d  th e circu m s ta n ces  in  wh ich  
in d ivid u a l p a r ts  of it  a re fou n d  u p on  th eir  s ton y 
b ier , we a re a t  a  los s  to s a y wh eth er  th e Sea s  th ey 
Em p erored  were s wep t b y Sim oon s  a n d  Torn a d o, 
or  left  to lu ll th em s elves  for  ever . Perh a p s , a s  th e 
Bra h m in s  tell, th e ea r lier  con d it ion s  of Ma tter , 
b efore th ey form ed  s o m a n y com p lica ted  a llia n ces , 
in d u lged  in  a ltern a te fits  of ra ge, la s h in g th e Wa ves  
in to Mou n ta in s , a n d  of rep os e, rea lizin g th e 
s lu m b ers  of th e d ea d . 

Th e Pa d d les  of th e Stron gylos t in u s  m a rk  h im  in  
th e m os t  d ecid ed  m a n n er . Th e firs t  in d ivid u a l, 
wh ich  wa s  ob ta in ed  b y Mis s  An n in g, a n d  d ep os ited  
in  th e Bris tol Ph ilos op h ica l In s t itu t ion , a lth ou gh  
very im p erfect , a n d  a  s t ill les s  s a t is fa ctory fra gm en t 
in  th e Brit is h  Mu s eu m , d eterm in ed  th a t  fa ct . 

Th e Pla te b efore u s  rep res en ts  a  fa r  m ore 
com p lete rem a in  th a n  eith er ; a n d  s u b s ta n tia tes  
n ew Gen eric p reten s ion s , n ot  on ly th e Pa d d les , a n d  
th e egregiou s  s n ou t , b u t  th e s p in e a n d  r ib s  
a s s u m in g a  form  en tirely d is t in ct  from  th a t  of a ll 
th e oth er  Ta n in im . Nor is  th a t  a ll; th e s n ou t  its elf 
th ick en ed  com p a ra t ively with  th a t  of Pla te XIII, 
in d ica tes  a  d ifferen t  Sp ecies , wh ile th e p elvis  a n d  
th e p os ter ior  p a d d les , com p a red  with  th os e of 
Pla tes  XV, a n d  XVI, en h a n ces  th e fa ct . As  for  th e 
b ea u tifu l h ea d  a n d  th e s n ou t  of Pla te XIV. th eir  
teeth  s eem  too h ea vy to a llow th em  to b elon g to th e 
gen u s  Stron gylos t in u s , a n d  yet  we ca n  refer  th em  
to n on e oth er  with  a  b et ter  gra ce. 

Tra vers in g th e wh ole Ph ys iologica l Circle of 
th es e grea t  Sea -d ra gon s , we ca n n ot a void  
s p ecu la t in g u p on  

th e Sexes , im p os s ib le th ou gh  it  n ow b e th a t  th ey 
s h ou ld  for  cer ta in  b e a s cer ta in ed . We h a ve 
m ea s u red  th eir  b ra in , recovered  th eir  eyes , th eir  
ea rs , th eir  res p ira tory a n d  d iges t ive Sys tem s , b u t  
th is  es ca p es  u s  s t ill. 

We p rove th e m a xim u m  len gth  of th e Oligos t in u s  
to h a ve a p p roa ch ed  on e h u n d red  feet , b y a  
p reciou s  relic in  th e Brit is h  Mu s eu m , th a t  it  n ever  
exceed ed  twelve feet  in  th e oth er  k n own  gen era , 
a n d  b u t  s eld om  rea ch ed  even  ten ; a n d  b y th e 
Crocod ile a n d  a n a logou s  Sa u ri m a k e a  s a fe gu es s  
a t  th e a ge of th es e Ta n in im  ; b u t  th e id en tifica t ion  
of s exes  with  th e on ce s exu a l con d it ion  n ea r ly 
elu d e u s  qu ite. 

We h a ve b een  h a u n ted  b y a n  id ea , gen era ted  b y 
s o s u b tle a  p roces s , a n d  vita lized  b y in d u ction s  s o 
fra il, th a t  it  is  im p os s ib le to s et  th em  a ll for th , th a t  
th e Stron gylos t in u s  of ou r  th em e is  n on e oth er  
th a n  th e m a le Oligos t in u s . Th eir  p a d d les  a re 
d es ign ed  a lik e, a n d  th e n a rrow ra d iu s  th ey 
s u b s cr ib e in  th e form er com p a ra t ively is  m a d e u p  
in  a  grea t  m ea s u re b y a d a p ta t ion s  for  a n  a lm os t  
in con ceiva b le s wiftn es s : th e h ea d  is  s h a rp en ed  
for th , th e ch es t  fla t ten ed , th e oa rs  len gth en ed  a n d  
th in n ed  ou t , th e s p in e clos ely lock ed  togeth er , a n d  
th e h in d  p a d d les  wid en ed  to ch eck , wh en  n eed  b e, 
th e a rrow-fligh t  of th e m on s ter  to wh ich  th ey 
b elon g. 

If Ich th yos a u ri were ovip a rou s , of wh ich  th ere 
s eem s  s ca rcely a  d ou b t , a n d  if th eir  in s t in cts  
in clin ed  th em  to th e Pis ca l Ra ces  ra th er  th a n  to 
Rep tiles , th e im p regn a tion  of th eir  ova  m a y h a ve 
b een  effected  a fter  th e m a n n er  of Fis h es . An  
a m p h ib iou s  Crea tu re lik e th is  wou ld  n a tu ra lly s eek  
th e Sh a llows  in  wh ich  to s p a wn , a n d  th e ova ria n  
ven t  p la ced , (a s  we h a ve s een  in  th e La s t  Ch a p ter) 
s o fa r  p os ter ior ly, a id ed  th e in ten tion . Th e h u ge 
Oligos t in u s  m a y, th erefore, h a ve d rop p ed  h er  eggs  
m a n y feet  a b ove th e level to wh ich  oth erwis e s h e 
cou ld  n ot  com e, over  wh ich  th e a t ten u a ted  
Stron gylos t in u s  ea s ily p a s s ed  in  th e a ct  of 
vita lizin g; th em . 

Th e oth er  co-s ized  Dra gon s  were fit ted  to 
p u rp os es  a n d  a  s p eed , s u fficien t  for  th em s elves ; 
a n d  it  com es  u p  n ot  on e h a lf to th a t  b es towed  
u p on  th eir  r iva l th e Stron gylos t in u s . Su p p os in g th e 
Oligos t in u s  h is  s h e-m a te, th e gift  a t  on ce exp la in s  
its elf, a n d  clea rs  u p  en tirely th e Th eory u p on  wh ich  
ou r  Nom en cla tu re s ta n d s . Non e oth er  fa ct , or  even  
s u s p icion  of on e, in  th e wh ole ra n ge of ou r  
Sa u ria ology, h a vin g ever  qu es t ion ed  th is  Th eory in  
th e lea s t , a n d  s o m a n y rea s on s  b ein g fou n d  in  
fa vou r  of th e s exu a l d is t in ct ion s  a rgu ed  for , I 
m a yb e p erm it ted  to a d d , th a t  it  ga th ers  s tren gth  on  
every s id e, a n d  a p p roxim a tes  to a  s olu t ion  en tirely 
s a t is fa ctory to ou r  m in d . 
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Two Hea ds .    Pl. XIV 
Sla b .    Pl. XV. 
Fra gm en t  Pl. XVI Bris tol In s t itu t ion , Fou n d  by 

Mis s  An n in g 
Fra gm en t , Brit . Mu s . 
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CHAPTER V. 
 
 
 
 
 

GENUS PARAMECOSTINUS V>WYX  Oblon gis  os s ibu s  in  pa lm iped ibu s . 
An im a liu m  Pr is ci Orb is  La cer t iform iu m , in  Pa go St reet , 
Provin cia l Som ers eten s is , cu m  et  opere Th om æ  Ha wkin s  in  
lu cem  

SPECIES I. Ver tebr is  ca u da  vigin t i, a poph ys is  s p in æ  b ifida  Ta b . XVII, 
II. Ca p ite a da n cto, ph a ta n gibu s  pa lm ipedu m  por rect is .    Ta b . XX. 

III. Ros t ro retu s o, os s e h u m er i cu r to.    Ta b . XXI. 
IV. Ros t ro por recto.    Ta b . XXIII 

 
 .

 NOW b eg to p res en t  m y Rea d er  th e m os t  p er fect  of a ll 
th e An n a ls  b elon gin g to Ich th yos a u r i. Th e la b ors  b y 

wh ich  we a re en a b led  to recover  a n d  perpetu a te th em  
a re n ot  u n like th os e of S ir  Hu m ph rey Da vy, over  th e 
pa pyr i of th e lon g en tom bed  Cit ies  of old  La t iu m . 
S tr ivin g a ga in s t  th e des t ru ct ive wea pon s  of Tim e, of 
fire, of ea r th , of a ir , a n d  wa ter , with  th e m os t  delica te 
tes ts  a n d  a  fin is h ed  a cu m en , lie wa s  en a b led  to s a ve 
th e Hea rts  of s om e Cin erou s  Rolls  of Hercu la n eu m  
a n d  Pom p eii, s o m a rvellou s ly tra n s m itted  to th es e 
la t ter  Da ys . In  th e u n equ a l con tes t  m a n y a n  
in va lu a b le Record , over  wh ich  th e p a le Scrib e 
wa s ted  h is  m id n igh t  la m p  eigh teen  h u n d red  yea rs  
a go, lit t le  d rea m in g of th e fa te wh ich , a la s ! a wa ited  
th em  b oth , fa d ed  in to Ob livion , with  a ll its  va in ly 
coveted , a n d  m a yb e m ore p reciou s  th a n  ru b y p a ge. 
Th e ru s t  of Tim e s om etim es  n eu tra lizin g its elf, left  
a  t rop h y for  h is  a n ta gon is t , wh o often  in  h is  tu rn  
ou td oin g h im s elf, s u rren d ered  s p oils  a lrea d y won . 

Th e s a m e Tim e wh ich  s o ru th les s ly a s s a ils  th e 
work s  a n d  th e m on u m en ts  of m a n , wa s  in s p ired  
with  a  zea l for  th e p erp etu a tion  of th os e wh ich  
b elon g to th e god s , rea lly s ta r t lin g. Th e Va s ty 
Cycles  of Da ys  s in ce th e Ava ta r  of Tim e h a ve b een  
con s u m ed  b y h im  b u t  for  th is  en d . Th e 
Pop u la t ion s  of th e Old  World  s eem  to h a ve lived  
th a t  Tim e m igh t  s olem n ize th eir  ob s equ ies , a n d  
Sta m p  th e forged  Sea l of Etern ity u p on  th eir  
b on es . Th e a cts  a n d  In s cr ip t ion s  of m a n  d is s olve 
in to th in  a ir , wh ile th e Ra ces  co-tem p ora ry with  
a d oles cen t  Tim e con tin u e for  ou r  own  a n d  th e 
yea rs  th a t  a re To Com e. To tou ch  th e form er with  
a  b rea th  is  to b lot  th em  ou t , wh ile th e la s t  a re 
h erm etica lly s old ered  d own  with  s ton e, a n d  
coffin ed  in  th e Cen tres  of th e Ea rth  : s o ca refu lly 
gu a rd ed  a re th ey from  ru d e a n d  s a cr iligiou s  
h a n d s , th a t  to u n roll th e Cerem en ts  wh ich  b in d  
th em , it  requ ires  th e m os t  p ecu lia r  a n d  s u b tle 
Gen iu s  of Sk ill, a n d  fin gers  t ip p ed  ea ch  on e with  a  
m os t  en ergetic s ou l. 

Bu t  Tim e lia s  a  lim it  s et  u p on  h is  work  ; th e 
m a gn ificen t  Na tu re h e is  ever  b u s y to p erp etu a te 
in  a ll h er  r is in g, h ea vin g, p rou d , b u t  s in k in g, a n d  
d yin g form s , a n d  a s  extrem es  often  m eet , s o th e 
Pa p yri a n d  th e Ta n in im  h a ve b oth  los t  th eir  ca s es  
a n d  extern a ls , b y th e in d is p os it ion  a n d  con tem p t 
of Tim e on  th e on e s id e, a n d  h is  officiou s -n es s  on  
th e oth er . 

In  cu tt in g th e h a rd , in tra ct ib le lim es ton e from  
th e in volved  Sk eleton , h ow m a n y m u s cles , n erves , 
n a y, th e 

Sen s or iu m  in  wh ich  life cou ch ed  a n d  s u bs is ted , is  
des t royed , a s  effectu a lly a s  th e wis dom  a n d  wit  of 
m a n  for  ever  los t  in  th os e la m en ted  Scrolls . Tru e, 
th ere con t in u e th e t ra ces , th e s ta in s  of th e on ce livin g 
fles h  a n d  b lood , in  th e s often ed  a n d  d is colored  s ton e; 
s om et im es  even  th e fib res  of th e m ore ca r t ila gin ou s  
t is s u es  fa in t ly p res en t  th em s elves ; a n d  th e s tom a ch ic 
fœ cu læ  n ot  u n frequ en t ly rem a in , bu t  th e fa s h ion  a n d  
bod ily s h a pe is  fled , lea vin g Moloch  n a ked  in  a ll h is  
deform ity. 

II. Th e m ere in d ices  of th es e th in gs , beca u s e th ey 
h a ve a  s ilen t  m ora l, a re in teres t in g for  th a t  very 
rea s on . Th e s u b lim e d is clos es  it s elf on ly in  th e s ilen ce 
of wh ich  we s pea k , wh en , by th e m os t  s tu pen dou s  
Effor ts  of In tellect , by th e revivifica t ion  of Wor lds , by 
th e in h a b ita t ion  th ereof of a ll th e Crea tu res  wh ich  th e 
la bor in g Sou l ca n  re-a r t icu la te, we s ta n d  in  a  
Pres en ce wh ich  h a s  n ot , n or  ever  s h a ll h a ve on e 
s ym pa th y with  ou rs elves ; th os e Wor lds , th os e 
a n t ipoda l Popu la t ion s , th a t  Pres en ce pa s s ion les s , a n d  
s ilen t  dea d ; I s a y th e in s t ru m en ts  of a  few bon es  
ver ify a  Su b lim ity before wh ich  n o m a n  ca n  s ta n d  
u n a ppa lled . 

Th e p res en t  is  s o a bs olu tely lit t le wh en  com pa red  
with  th e d rea d  Pa s t , th a t  th es e Reliqu ia e der ive a n  
At t r ibu te from  th a t  circu m s ta n ce to ou r  Fa cu lt ies  a s  
a bs olu tely in fin ite. Th e s igh t  exp ires  in  th e d is ta n ce, 
ou r  m in ds  a re los t  in  th e s weep in g la n ds ca pe, etern ity 
for  a n  h or izon , a n d  th e god  of th e s cen e s ilen ce a ll. 

Th e Ph ilos oph ic An cien ts  lived  a n d  a cted  u n der  
th is  im pres s ion , ca r ryin g it  on  to th e Un kn own  
Fu tu re, in  wh ich  a lon e th ey cou ld  s u bs ta n t ia lly 
rea lize a  Pers on a lity, An d  in  th is  m ood  d id  th ey 
a ch ieve for  th em s elves  th a t  Grea tn es s  wh ich  lea ve th e 
Modem s  p igm ies , beca u s e we la ck  th e m en ta l d ign ity 
by wh ich  it  wa s  a ccom plis h ed . For  th is  rea s on , 
likewis e, h a ve th e Modern s , a lth ou gh  s tu d iou s  of 
form s , over looked  th e Livin g Sou l of Th in gs , 
d is en ch a n t in g Life, a n d  en cu m ber in g th e Ea r th  with  
th e m os t  u n in teres t in g Au tom a ton s  im a gin a b le. No 
Fa wn , n o Sa tyr  n ow, n o s h y Nym ph  frequ en ts  th e 
grove, n o Dia n  cou rs es  th e res ou n d in g h ills ; a ll, a ll is  
in frequ en t , a n d  des ola te a ll. En th u s ia s m , with ou t  
wh ich  th ere ca n  h e n o s en s e of Tru th , n or  of fitn es s  
a n d  bea u ty, s eem s  a s  ext in ct  a s  th e Sea -Dra gon s  
Wh ich  h ere in s p ire it : th eir  s t ra n ge eloqu en t  
Rem a in s  bes pea k  a  Ch ord  in  ou r  b rea s t , wh ich  
vib ra tes  on ly to th e Ma s ter  Tou ch : th e s u b t le a n d  
jea lou s  gods  of th e va s t  Prom on tory of Tim e s ta r t  a t  
th e well-kn own  s ou n d , Th ey s eize, Th ey s eize m e 
wh olly,

I
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a n d  if  th e ora cle, O Rea d er , b e a m b igu ou s , b la m e 
th y Fortu n e in  es ca p in g th e Pyth on ic fu ror , with  its  
exta t ic b u t  exh a u s t in g d elir iu m , its  s h iver , a n d  
wild  excen tr ic fa te. 

 
Io.       Io.       Io. 

A lon g grey in  th e fa r -wes t , cover in g m a n y a  Rood   
A Golden  Su n  Au tu m n a l.  
Golden  Is la n ds  in  th e Deep  Sk ies   
O m y volu p tu ou s  h ea r t , gu s h in g s oft  m u s ic,  
O life; s o p rofou n d ly felt   
Hea ven  a bove, a rou n d , ben ea th , Etern a l  
See! in  th e lon g grey clou d  a  Ta n in  in  th e Em pyrea l 

Ocea n . 
Su n s , Sys tem s , Tim e a n d  Etern ity clu s ter  a rou n d  h im .  
Io.    Io.   Ch a s e h im  on  Win gs  of th e Migh ty Sph eres . 
 
Flee a wa y, Tim e.    I follow. 
Both  fledged  to th e s a m e Stroke. 
Ar row Des er t  Sk ies . 
A m illion  yea rs .   A m illion  Es s a ys  of Win g.   Ea ch  from  

on e Vor t ice to a n oth er .. 
O wea ry Win gs , a n d  Spa ce d rea ry ever . 
Sea -Dra gon s !  Ch a s e th em  in  th e Expa n s e of Hea ven s . 
Wild  Lu cifer  Sp ir its  ou r  Com pa n ion s  th rou gh  a ll 

Im m en s ity 
 
 
Th e Sp ir it  of Prop h ecy is  n ot  d ea d . Nor d o I 

con s id er  it  a t  a ll rem a rk a b le, th a t  th es e wa k in g 
d rea m s  p reced ed  th e d is covery of two Ta n in im , 
a b ou t  to b e in trod u ced . A s u b ject  m u s t  b e 
es teem ed  for  its  con s equ en ces , a n d  wh o ca n  s u m  
th e Legion s  of th ou gh ts , wh ich  th es e Sea -d ra gon s  
evok ed , a n d  s h a ll yet  evok e in  ou r  own  a n d  m a n y 
oth er  b rea s ts ? Were we to a b a n d on  ou rs elves  to a ll 
th e m ore occu lt  in flu en ces  of th e m in d , it  wou ld  b e 
eleva ted  to a  p itch  of s en s ib ility, a n d  a n  a cu ten es s  
of p ercep tion  u n s p ea k a b le; n or  d o I s h u n , to a vow 
a  h a b it , wh ich  ra is es  on e a b ove th e m orta l 
con d it ion s  of Ea rth , if in d u lged  in  a  r igh t  Roya l 
Hea rt . An d  wh a t , qu oth a , a re th e Sk eleton s  wh ich  
in teres t  u s  s o m u ch , s tr ip p ed  of th e h a b ilim en ts  of 
Eld  ; or  wh a t  is  Kin gly Power with ou t  th e s ym b ols , 
or  th e Hea ven s  th em s elves  with ou t  th e Dom in ion s  
wh ich  ru le th em  with a l. 

Bu t  we m u s t  refer  ou r  rea d er  to th e 
Pa ra m ecos tin u s  of Pla te XVII, wh ich  s u p ers ed es  a  
form er on e, (Vid e Mem oirs ,) rejected  b eca u s e th e 
r igh t  p a d d le of th e s u b ject  it  wa s  ta k en  from  is  
im p rop erly revers ed . Th is  b ea u tifu l Sk eleton  wa s  
fou n d  a t  ou r  n eigh b ou rin g Street , a n d  th e followin g 
extra cts , cop ied  from  m y n ote-b ook , exp la in  th e 
a t ten d a n t  circu m s ta n ces . 

" 1 8 3 5 , J u n e. J oh n  Steel a n n ou n ced  a  fos s il, 
lyin g in  Mogs  qu a rry, in  th e th ick  m a rl, twen ty-feet  
from  th e s u rfa ce. 

" Proceed in g to extr ica te it , we a s cer ta in ed  th a t  
th e ta il wa s  covered   b y on e of th e. fa cets  of th e 
qu a rry, wh ich  ca n n ot  b e rem oved  for  s om e, 
m on th s . 

" J oh n  Mog, p ers on a lly, n ot  u n lik e  Æ s op , 
h ob b lin g in to th e p it , a n d  tou ch in g h is  h a t  with  a  
u s efu l cru tch , requ es ted  to s p ea k . " You r Su rva n t , 
Zir , h ow m u ch  b e I to h a ve vor  th e fa u s s il ?' 

'" You  k n ow, J oh n , I a lwa ys  give th e m a s ter  on e 
h a lf, 

"'Very well, Zir . Th a n k 'ee Zir .' 
"'We m u s t  lea ve th e ta il h ere, u n til we work  ou t  

th e grou n d .' 
'"Yis , Zir .' 
"Th u rs d a y, Fr id a y, Tu es d a y. Dis s ected  th e Sk u ll 

a n d  Sn ou t,  la yin g b a re a n  eye d eep ly s u n k  in  h is  
s ock et , a n d  id en tifyin g it  with  th e Pa ra m ecos tin u s  
in  th e  Brit is h  Mu s eu m  b y th e s h a p e a n d  n u m b er 
of th e teeth , th e well-d efin ed  n a s a l fora m en  a n d  
th e gen era l ou tlin e. 

"Wed n es d a y, th e Cervix, if in d eed  Ich th yos a u ria  
h a ve a n y, ra th er  th e Atla s , a xis  a n d  a  few 
s u cceed in g ver teb ræ , a re in  th e r igh t  p la ce: b u t  
few-s u b -verteb ra l wed ges  a re overla id . " Th u rs d a y. 
En cou n tered  a  s tu b b orn  grou p  of th e m a rgin a l 
ra ys  of th e a n ter ior  p a d d le, th eretofore th ou gh t to 
b e s p in es  of a  Cid a ria , wh ich  I grea t ly regret ted , 
b u t  wa s  ob liged  to s a cr ifice. 

" Fr id a y.   Develop ed  th a t  b ea u tifu l p ectora l 
p a d d le. 

" Mon d a y, Tu es d a y, to Sa tu rd a y. Th e Seven th  
a n d  five s u cceed in g d ors a l  ver teb ræ  a re twis ted  
a rou n d ,  p res en tin g th e s p in ou s  fos s æ , a lth ou gh  
lu ck ily th e a p op h ys es  th em s elves  con tin u e in  
a lm os t  th eir  p rop er  p la ce: th e en tire twelve a re b u t  
lit t le  d is t in gu is h ed  from  on e a n oth er  in  s h a p e, b u t  
th ey d ecrea s e  s om ewh a t in  s ize reced in g from  th e 
occip u t . Th e Stern a l a rch  a n d  th e wh ole s u b s id ia ry 
Ap p a ra tu s  is  rem a rk a b ly s tron g, a n d  p erfect . 

"J u ly, Tu es d a y, Wed n es d a y. Th e a n ter ior  lon g 
r ib s  d ive r igh t  th rou gh  th e m a tr ix, a n  u n u s u a l 
a ccid en t; a n d  th e p h a la n ges  of th e left  p a d d le a re 
d is loca ted  b y th e s u p erin cu m b en t p res s u re wh ich  
occa s ion ed  it . 

"Sa tu rd a y, Mon d a y, to Wed n es d a y n igh t . Now 
th en  th e Sp in e en la rges , th e-a p op h ys es  s p rea d , th e 
r ib s  res u m e th eir  ord er , a n d  ch ocola te colored  
la m in æ  in d ica te th e on ce a b d om in a l flu id s . Th e 
gra d u a lly em ergin g b ea u ty of th is  Ta n in  s o 
p os s es s es  m e, th a t  I s h a ll ord er  m y la m p , to en joy 
a n oth er  s igh t  of it  b efore I go to b ed . 

"Th u rs d a y. Fort ieth  ver teb ra , for ty firs t , s econ d , 
th ird , s u p erb ! 

" Fr id a y a n d  Sa tu rd a y. Th ere a re th e p os ter ior  
p a d d les , lik e a ll th a t  p reced ed  th em , p erfect . Th e 
Pelvis  m a in ta in s  its  a r t icu la t ion , a s  d id  th e 
Stern u m  b efore it . Here a ls o th e s p in e a cqu ires  its  
m a xim u m  lon g d ia m eter ." 

Th e qu a rry h a vin g b een  a t  len gth  work ed  fa r th er  
b a ck , th e jou rn a l con tin u es , 

"Oct . Fr id a y. An  en tirely n ew fea tu re p res en ts  
its elf: th e reced in g ca u d a l Verteb ræ  d is clos e d ou b le 
s p in ou s  a p op h ys es , m ou n tin g th e twen ty b on es  
a n ter ior  to th e firs t  b rea k  of th e ta il. No s u s p icion  
of a n y s u ch  th in g ever  occu rred  to u s ; n o 
Ich th yos a u ru s  ever  in d ica ted  s u ch  a  fa ct  b efore. All 
th e oth er  in d ivid u a ls  k n own  h a ve th es e s p in es  a  
lit t le  th ick er  p erh a p s  th a n  a n y of th eir  rela t ion s , 
b u t  th e d ifferen ce lea d s  to a  m ere n oth in g. Here we 
h a ve b ifid  s p in es , for  wh a t  p u rp os e ? to s u p p ort  a  
fin  ? Now a  fin  com p ris es , b es id es  its  erector  a n d  
com p res s or  m u s cles , a t  lea s t  a  ca r t ila gin ou s , if n ot  
a n  os s eou s  fra m e, u p on  wh ich  to exercis e th em : 
oth er  m ore p er is h a b le s u b s ta n ces  th a n  ca r t ila ge 
h a ve left  m a rk s  b eh in d  th em  in  th is  very m a rl. In  
on e or  two Sa u ria n s  we h a ve even  fa n cied  th a t  
th eir  s k in , th eir  m ere ou tlin e of Form  were 
in d ica ted , if n ot  to th e eye, to th a t  m a n u a l tou ch  
with  wh ich  th ey cer ta in ly ca m e in  con ta ct . " 

In  th e ela b ora t ion  of s evera l ta ils  we h a ve b een  
u n a b le to detect  th e lea s t  p roof of a  fin . Noth in g 
du e to ou r  ch is el ever  a dva n ced  p reten s ion  to 
a n y s u ch  m em ber . 

Th e m u lt ip lica t ion  of th os e a poph ys es  th en  
wa s  m a n ifes t ly a ppoin ted  a s  A ba la n ce,  th e 
cu s h ion  of fles h  wh ich  cloth ed  th em  a s s is t in g its  
con s equ en ce, m ou n ted  p roba b ly by a  gra t icu la r  
fr in ge wh ich  m a y h a ve been  len gth en ed  a n d  
widen ed  ou t  u pon  th e ta il, a s  s h own  in  ou r  
fron t is p iece. 

We h a ve rem a rked  th e n ea r ly equ a l s ize of th e 
firs t  twelve ver teb ræ  of th e ba ck . In  th e s evera l 
gen era , n a y, even  in  a ll oth er  Species , it  will 
m os t  p roba b ly be fou n d , th a t  th e s o-ca lled  n eck  
is  m ore a t ten u a ted  th a n  th a t  of th e
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Pers on  n ow before u s . His  Cra n iu m  is  very 
en la rged  a s  is  a ls o th e oth er  fore-pa r t  of th e 
Skeleton . His  a s pect  is  s t iff, fore-r igh t , a n d  
h ea vy, dem a n d in g a  com pen s a t ion  of s om e 
decided  s or t . Th os e dou b le p roces s es  a fford  it  a t  
on ce, wh ile th e wh ole ta il, a u xilia ry by its  ju s t  
p roport ion s  of ch evron  a n d  oth er  join ts , refu te 
th e idea  of a  p roper  fin , by th e equ ilib r iu m  in  
wh ich  it  h olds  th e depen da n t  wh ole, a s  well a s  
s u pers ede th e n eces s ity of on e by th e cu r iou s  
ru dder-like p rovis ion  wh ich  we h a ve 
dem on s tra ted  in  it  before. 

Here th en  we h a ve a n oth er  Ich th yos a u ru s  
with  a  n ovelty of con tr iva n ce pecu lia r ly h is  own ; 
s o m a rked  a  d ifferen ce is  its elf s u fficien t  to 
pa r t icu la r ize h im  from  a ll oth ers  u pon  Record . 
Th ere a re in d ividu a ls  wh ich  a t  firs t  b lu s h  
a ppea r  to be th e s a m e iden t ica l Species , 
d is p roved  by th is  very s in gu la r ity. In  t ru th , it  
h a s  n ever  occu rred  to u s  to fin d  a  Sa u ria n  
u n d is t in gu is h ed  from  a n y p reced in g on e, eith er  
in  th e n u m ber  or  figu re of cer ta in  bon es . A 
Species  s ta r ts  for th  in  every n ew in d ividu a l, or  
a t  lea s t  d ifferen ces , wh ich  belon g, n o dou b t , 
occa s ion a lly to th e Sexes  th em s elves , a bou t  
wh ich  we ca n  of cou rs e on ly s pecu la te. 

Th e s keleton  before u s  is  a ltogeth er  u n iqu e: 
h e is  th e lon ges t  ever  fou n d  in  Som ers et , a n d  
la cks  n ot  on e th e lea s t  join t : His  color  rem a in s  
u n ch a n ged  by th e la ps e of m a n y Ages ; h is  
An im u s  s u rvives  in  h is  a t t itu de, d is cou rs in g 
m os t  eloqu en t  th in gs . Th e Profou n d , th e Solita ry 
Sea s  h e h a u n ted , th e a ppet ites  h e 
a ccom plis h ed , th e b ra s s y Sk ies  h e s a w, th e 
Sou lles s  World  h e ru led , th e u n joyou s  Tim es , 
th e u n ch ecked  lu s ts  th is  d ra gon  kn ew, crowd  
th eir  Mem ories  in  h is  r ibbed  boa t , wh ich , 
t ra ck in g th e wide Ocea n s  of yea rs , la n ds  th em  
a t  la s t  on  ou r  Modern  Sh ores . 

Th e fleet in g Gen era t ion s  of Men  s h a ll pa s s  
a wa y a n d  be forgot ten , wh ile th e Les s on s  wh ich  
th es e a wfu l retros pect ion s  tea ch  th em  will 
con t in u e u n t il th e a bs orp t ion  of a ll Tru th  by th e 
ONE, in n a te, a dora b le Bein g, th e Alm igh ty Lord  
a n d  Fa th er  of u s  a ll. 

 
 
 
 
 

SECT. II 
 

SPECIES  II, Ca p ite a da n cto, ph a la n gibu s  
pa lm iped iu m  porrect is .  
 Ta b . XX. 

Th e Dra gon  to wh ich  we n ow s olicit  a t ten t ion , 
Pla te XX, fu lfilled  th e s econ d  Drea m  of th e god : 
wh eth er  Pyth iu s , or  th e on e with in  u s , or  
wh a tever  god  h e be, th e p rom is e wa s  fu lfilled . 

It  is  bu t  th e pa ra lys is  of a  s in gle n erve wh ich  
s h u ts  u s  ou t  from  th e Rea l World , lea vin g u s  a t  
th e m ercy of th e win gles s  Sciolis ts , wh o kn ow 
n ot  wh ere to fin d  its  th res h old . If we cou ld  recu r  
to ou r  or igin a l Selves , we s h ou ld  recover  a n  
In n a ten es s  iden t ified  with  th e wh ole Un ivers e of 
Min d , a n d  Ma ga zin es  of Proces s es  rea ch in g to 
th e very Lim its  of a ll crea ted  In telligen cies , 

Th e p repos s es s ion s , th e in s t in cts  of ou r  Sou l, 
a re fa in t  a n d  du b iou s  by rea s on  of a  d is ea s e 
wh ich  m a n y of th e la ter  Doctors  h a ve s orely 
m is u n ders tood . Th ey h a ve s ou gh t  excu s es  in  
th e Con s t itu t ion  in s tea d  of in  th e Crim e of 
Th in gs ; a n d  forget t in g th ey h a ve n o Dip lom a , 
p res cr ibe, in  th e old  Pa ga n  Form u la , on ly 
n os tru m s  to a  credu lou s  Ra ce. 

Th e Scrip tu res  of His tory a n d  of Hea ven , 
wh ich , vin d ica t in g J eh ova h , s et  Forth  th e Evil 
u n d er  wh ich  Crea tion  groa n s , a re p u t  a s id e 
b eca u s e th ey b elie th e Va n it ies  of a  Fick le Age. 
Th e gra n d  Powers  of Th ou gh t con ferred  u p on  
p r im a l Ad a m , a n d  p rop a ga ted  th rou gh  h is  
d es cen d a n ts , in  th eir  s evera l, b u t  a la s ! wa n in g 
d egrees , a re d en ied  to th e Fa th ers  of Na tion s , a n d  
in  p reten ce a p p rop ria ted  b y a  Pos ter ity of wh ich  
th ey a re a s h a m ed . Gen es is  firs t , b eca u s e it  
in s is ts  u p on  th e to u s  s u p er-h u m a n  p rop ort ion s  
of Ad a m , a n d  th e qu a lifica t ion s  of th e firs t-b orn  
m en , in  Scien ces  wh os e n a m es  even  a re n ow 
u n k n own , n o les s  th a n  in  a ll th os e lower 
Mech a n ica l a n d  Ma ter ia l a r ts  a b ou t  wh ich  th e 
Mod ern s  p lu m e th em s elves  s o a b s u rd ly; a n d  a ll 
His tory is  n ext  d eclin ed , wh ich , t rea t in g of 
d em igod s , a n d  of th eir  Mon u m en ts , refu te th e 
va in  glory of ou r  d egen era te Tim es . 

Utility is  th e Eu rop ea n  wa tch word , wh ile b u t  
few k n ow th e u s e of a n yth in g wh a tever  in  a llia n ce 
with  th e h igh er  In teres ts  of Ma n k in d . Th e m os t  
com m on  b u t  in va lu a b le in s tru m en ts  of th e 
Ad a m ities  for  Com m u n ion  with  th e glor iou s  
World s , from  wh ich  we a re cu t  s o en tirely off, a re 
th e lea s t  va lu ed  of a n y wh ich  th ey h a ve 
b equ ea th ed . Th ey h a ve ru s ted  s o lon g, th a t  to 
"Th e Ma s s es " th ey a re a lm os t  ir revoca b ly los t ; 
wh ile th e Socra tes  a n d  h is  a t ten d a n t  Fa m u lu s , 
wh ich  s om etim es  a p p ea r , en cou n ter  th e s corn fu l 
fin ger , a n d  th e b it ter  h em lock  of Society a t  every 
tu rn . 

Th e s u b -s tra tu m  of vis ib le Ma n  con cea ls  ores  
of Vir tu es  b eyon d  p r ice, wh ich  a re, n everth eles s , 
overlook ed  a n d  con tem n ed  b y th e m ea n  Sp ir it  of 
th e p res en t  Hou r. Th os e wh o d iligen tly s tu d y a n d  
work  th em  ou t , en r ich  th em s elves  th ereb y, wh ile 
th e va r iet ies  of " J a s p a r , Sa p p h ire, Ch a lced on y, 
Em era ld , Sa rd on yx, Sa rd iu s , Ch rys olite, Beryl, 
Top a z, Ch rys op ra s u s , J a cin th , a n d  Am eth ys t , 
a n d  Pea rl, a n d  p u re Gold ," a re ea ch  on e of th em  
s u fficien t  for  h im  wh o h a p p ily ob ta in s  it . 

Th is  Ta n in  th en , of wh ich  we s o ca u gh t th e 
p roject in g Sh a d ows , wa s  fou n d  a t  Street . In  th e 
b ottom  of th e qu a rry eigh teen  feet  d eep , in  a  th ick  
b ed  of Lia s  Ston e, th ere it  la y lon g b u ried  a n d  
los t . Bu t  th e Fa tes  b rou gh t a  work m a n  to th e 
s p ot , s h owed  h im  a  glim p s e of th e Dra gon , of 
wh ich  th ey h a d  ta k en  s u ch  ca re, a n d  d irected  
Mercu ry to ou r  d oor . 

How d id  th e p oor  m a n ’s  h ea r t  flu t ter , 
res p on s ive to m in e a u d ib le own , wh en  firs t  I s a w 
th e tom b  in  wh ich  m y Trea s u re la y h id . Poor  
s im p leton ; h is  qu ivered  h a rs h ly to th e b low of 
Dives , ou rs  vib ra ted  to a n  An gel h a n d . Wou ld  we 
rea lize a  Pictu re of a  p u re Id ea  a n d  its  a n tip od e, 
th ere it  s tood ; a  ’s torm  in cited  b y Ign ora n ce a n d  
wa n t, res olvin g its elf in to a  s h ower of p elf, on  th e 
on e h a n d ; a  Hu rr ica n e of th ou gh t, p ers on les s  a n d  
Id ea l s weep in g joyfu lly, on  th e oth er , or igin a tin g 
in  on e a n d . th e s a m e p oin t , th e Dra gon . 

Sp ecifica lly th is  Ich th yos a u ru s  d iffers  from  a n y 
oth er  in  ou r  Collect ion  of th is  Gen u s , th e m os t  on  
a ccou n t of h is  h ea d ; wh ile th e p a d d les  a re 
d is t in gu is h ed  from  th os e of th e p reced in g 
Sk eleton  b y m ore elon ga ted  p h a la n ges . Th e ta il 
p res en ts  th e gen era l Ru le in  a ll its  force, wh ile 
th e a re it  d es cr ib es  is  a p p a ren tly les s  s ign ifica n t  
th a n  th e b rea k , a n d  s u d d en  twis t  wh ich  m a rk  th e 
Polyos t in u s  of Pla te VII. 

Th e s pa ce between  th e Sku ll a dd  th e left  pa dd le 
p res erves  t ra ces  of a n  a n im a l .m a t ter  s o rem a rka b le, 
th a t  I h a ve n o dou b t  th e wh ole a bdom in a l con ten ts  
were pou red  for th  u pon  th a t  s pot ; th e m om en t  ou r  
ch is el ca m e th ere, it
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s a n k  th rou gh  s evera l th in   la m in æ  n ot  u n lik e ch a rred  
lea ves , wh ich  we p rob ed  with  th e m os t  in ten s e con cern . 
Cu r iou s  s u s p icion s  of Ma m m æ  b ega n  to h a u n t  u s . We 
h a d  h ith er to s u p p os ed  Sea -Dra gon s  ovip a rou s , a n d  n ow 
we a re tem p ted  to th in k  th em  m a m m a l. Th e h ea d  h ere 
s eem s  en la rged  for  th e m a tern a l d is p os it ion s , a n d  if ever  
Dra gon  were d es troyed  in  th e h ey-d a y of life, th is  is  th e 
on e. 

Th e a bs en ce of em bryo Sh a pes  in  th e Pelvis  of a ll 
kn own  Ta n in im , a n d  of th e-decis ive m a rks  n ea r  th e 
Hea d  a dver ted  to, d is p rove n oth in g, a s  n on e oth er  
Skeleton  exta n t  p roves  s o vigorou s  a n  a du lteres s , 
a n d  s o s u dden  a  dea th  a s  th e on e u n der  ou r  n ot ice. 
Th e ext rem ity of th e u pper  s n ou t , or  ra th er  th e 
s u per ior  m a xilla r ia , h a ve been  b roken  off a s  a ga in s t  
a  rock ; bu t  wh a tever  th e .ca u s e of dea th , it  wa s  
in s ta n t , a n d  wh a tever  th e la m in æ  of wh ich  we 
s pea k , th ey a re very s t ra n ge. Th ey a ls o des cr ibe a n  
ou t lin e s in gu la r ly s u s p iciou s , rea ch in g forwa rd  to 
th e n os t r il, a n d  des cr ib in g ou twa rd ly a  s em i-circle of 
s evera l in ch es . Th e a t t itu de, if I m a y s o. expres s  it , 
of th e m on s ter , is  a ls o p recis ely th a t  on e wh ich  
wou ld  p roject  th e tea ts  a s  des cr ibed ; th e s pon geou s  
textu re of wh ich , gorged  with  la ct iferou s  m a t ter  a t  
th e m om en t  of s epu ltu re, m igh t  h a ve a  ch a n ce of 
perpetu a t ion  in  color , a n d  m a n n er  h erein  fou n d . 

If th es e grea t  Sea -Dra gon s  cer ta in ly s u ck led  th eir  
im py brood , wh ich  th es e a ppea ra n ces  in clin e u s  to 
believe, Ma r t in  h a s  ba rely a t ta in ed , with  a ll h is  
s tu pen dou s  Powers , th e u t ter  h ideou s n es s  th eir  
own . Th es e h u ge Dra gon , .a n d  th eir  h or r id  Brood! 
Well m a y Beros s u s  h a ve jou rn eyed : to Ba bylon , 
wh ere th eir  d rea d  Im a ges  were p ictu red  on  th e 
Tem ple of Bel, by a  Pen cil in s p ired  p roba b ly by 
Rega l Ada m  h im s elf. 

Th u s  Egypt  n ot  a lon e boa s ts  a  City of m a gicia n s  
with  m on s ters  ch a n ged  in to s ton e, exa ct ly a s  th ey 
were fou n d  a t  th e m om en t  th e pet r ific s pell fell u pon  
th em . Crea tu res  m ore weird  th a n  th ey, of a  m ore 
a n cien t  An s in is  a re ou rs , In  th is  Ta n in  es pecia lly, 
we con fron t  Life everywh ere; th e h ea d  is  in s t in ct  
with  life, th e eye glowers  in  h is  s ocket , a s  if in  th e 
la s t  a gon y, th e s p ir it  twis ts  to a n d  fro, a s  th ou gh  th e 
n ervou s  fila m en ts  s t ill tor tu red  it s  ext rem es t  pa r ts , 
on e foot  d igs  in to th e grou n d ., a n d  th e la s h in g ta il 
wr ith es  u n der  th e gen era l th roe, a gita t in g for  Dea th . 
His  h ea r t -s t r in gs  were wren ch ed  a s u n der  s o 
qu ick ly, s o ru dely, th a t  Dea th  fa iled  to s ta m p h is  
Effigies  u pon  th e res is t in g bon es , a n d  s o left  th em  
th ere a t  th e bot tom  of th e Sea s , lifefu l, des p ite 
h im s elf, a s  we beh old  th em  h ere. Pera dven tu re in  a  
con ceit , Tim e th ereu pon  proceeded  to m u m m ify th is  
Sea -Dra gon  with  m ore th a n  pecu lia r  Ca re; h is  
cerecloth s  h e fa br ica ted  in  th e s t ron ges t  s ton e, a n d  
folded  th em  u p  over  h im  in n u m era b le, a s  th ou gh  
expect in g s om e a t  la s t  recu r r in g. Cycle of yea rs , 
wh en  th e wa n der in g Gh os t  s h ou ld  -retu rn  a ga in  to 
h is  in viola te h om e, a n d  re-en a ct  th e life of wh ich  it  
h a d  been  before th e cr im s on  Sta ge. 

If n ot  on ly th e Ph a ra oh s , bu t  p roph et ic Tim e h a ve 
been  ca refu l s o m u ch , in  th a t  h ope of res u s cita t ion  
in  wh ich  u n ivers a l Ea r th  of old  d id  ver ily com for t  
h ers elf, h ow kn ow ye, O lector ! th a t  s om e God  
Ga lva n i is  n ot  a t  h a n d  to res tore a ll th in gs  in  
a ccom plis h m en t  of th e Pr im æ va l Ph ilos oph y, before 
wh ich  ou r  body, s ou l, a n d  s p ir it  bow-eth  down  
everm ore, " Bles s ed  a n d  h oly is  h e th a t  h a th  pa r t  in  
th e fir s t  Res u r rect ion ," Revela t ion s , xx. 6 .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECT. III,  
Species  III.   Ros tra  retu sco, os se h u m eri cu r to.    Ta b . XXI. 
 
 
 
Wh o b u t  Sch a rf cou ld  s o p or tra y th e n a k ed  b on es  of 

th es e Ta n in im , a n d  s eize th eir  m eta p h ys ica l a s p ect , s o 
ten u ou s  a n d  s h y! With  a n  eye to th e ou twa rd  form , 
cer tes , a n d  a  s en s e k n own  on ly to Gen iu s  of a r t is t ica l 
d exter ity m a n ifes ted  b y a  s trok e, Sch a rf s h a ll m u lt ip ly 
th es e Sea -Dra gon s  th rou gh ou t Ch r is ten d om , a n d  
em b ellis h  ou r  Ch ron icles  b eyon d  a ll oth ers . Th e m ere 
color is t  m a y h eed  th e p la tes  n oth in g; m en  wh o exp ire 
with  joy b efore An gelu s  Bon a rota , Ra fa el, a n d  Tit ia n  m a y 
s ca n  th em  with ou t  a  th ou gh t , a n d  con tem n  th em  
b eca u s e th ey p erceive n ot  on e th ou gh t in  th em . Bu t th e 
m eta p h ys icia n  wh o s ees  m ore in  s qu a re th a n  its  fou r  
s id es , a n d  wh o rea s on s  to in fin ity with  th e figu res  wh ich  
a va il ord in a ry m en  on ly for  d u lles t  a r ith m etic, is  a b ove 
th em . Tru e, th e Sou ls  of th e Ma s ters  were a t tu n ed  to 
voca lit ies  a s  lofty, a n d  Id ea s  a s  gra n d  a s  a re th os e of 
wh om  we s p ea k , if, in d eed  th ey were n ot  of a ll m en  th e 
grea tes t , a n d  th eir  work s  d o follow th em . 

Lith ogra p h y, a lth ou gh  a  h u m b le h a n d m a id , is  very 
u s efu l to th e fin e a r ts , a n d  m ore es p ecia lly to Scien ce. In  
geology, a b ove a ll s h e s eizes  th e lith ologica l ch a ra cter  of 
fos s il rem a in s , a n d  d es cr ib es  b oth  it  a n d  th e or igin a l 
th em s elves  in  th e h a p p ies t  m a n n er . Covered  with  
p a ra s it ic os træ  a n d  oth er  s h ells , th e Ta n im , s o 
b ea u tifu lly d ra wn   b y Sch a rf in  Pla te XXI, wa s  
d is in ter red  in  th e s a m e yea r  a s  wa s  th e la s t  Sk eleton . It  
wa s  a n  extra ord in a ry occu rren ce fin d in g two Sa u r ia n s  in  
on e yea r , th e a vera ge of m ore th a n  ten  yea rs  yield in g n ot  
on e a n n u a lly . An d  yet  s om e of ou r  m os t  a ccom p lis h ed  
geologis ts  b elieve th a t  th es e Sea -Dra gon s  a re a s  th e s a n d  
on  th e Sea -s h ore. " Es t  m od u s  in  reb u s ! s u n t  cer t i 
d en iqu e fin es ." 

Th e Street , a s  a re a ll th e n eigh b ou r in g qu a rr ies  of 
lia s , com m en ce with  a  th ick  b ed  of extern a l Cla y, vergin g 
in to com p a ct  lim es ton e, with  m a r ly p a r t in gs . In  th e 
h a rd es t , a n d  m os t  d es ira b le Stra tu m  of m a r l, s ixteen  feet  
d eep , la y th is  m a gn ificen t  Sk eleton . In  th e a ct  of ca s t in g 
a wa y a  p iece, th e la b orer  d etected  a  s ect ion  of th e ta il, 
a n d  ga ve m e im m ed ia te n otice of th e fa ct . Th e s la b  wa s  
rep la ced , th e Sk eleton  tra ced  ou t , th e circu m ja cen t  lia s  
s qu a red , cu t  ou t  of th e p it , a n d  tra n s la ted  to Sh a rp h a m  
th e s a m e d a y. 

Th e m a rk  I u s u a lly s tr ik e a t  fir s t  is  a  p ectora l p a d d le ; 
n ext  d a y a  p a d d le ca m e for th , a t ta ch ed  to its  Grea t  Tr ib e, 
th e Pa ra m ecos tin u s , b u t  d em a n d in g a  Fa m ily Na m e of 
its  own . 

Th e Sca p u la e; a re in  th eir  p la ce, th e r igh t  h u m eru s , 
ra d iu s , a n d  u ln a  th rown  u p wa rd , a n d  a ll th e p h a la n ges  
s ca t tered  rou n d  a b ou t  th em . Th e Sk u ll, filled  b y m a n y of 
th es e d is loca ted  b on es , gra d u a lly em erges , a n  ob tu s e 
s n ou t  a p p ea rs , b oth  s n ou t  a n d  h ea d  "h a vin g a  con tou r  
d iffer in g from  a ll oth ers  in  m y Ca b in ets , Th e teeth  a re 
a lm os t  h id d en  b y th e in term a xilla ry a n d  oth er  b on es , th e 
h ea d  h a vin g fa llen  a lm os t  u p on  its  ver tex, s o a s  to s h ow 
m u ch  of its  in tern a l ord er  in ter ior ly. Th e s p in e, ob s cu red  
a t  fir s t  b y m a n y over lyin g r ib s , yield s ; it  b rea k s , b u t  th e 
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s p in ou s  a p op h ys es  h old  on  u p on  on e a n oth er  u n til 
th e ver teb ræ , recoverin g th em s elves , p roceed  m ore 
ord er ly towa rd  th e n a tu ra l b en d  of th e ta il; th ere 
th ey a re ir revoca b ly s ca t tered , on e of th em  b ein g 
d r iven  two or  th ree in ch es  ou t  of h is  t ra ck ; b u t  th e 
ta il, n everth eles s , p roceed s , on e b on e followin g th e 
oth er  n ea r ly to th e en d , wh en  th e s a m e d is tu rb in g 
p ower a ga in s t  wh ich  th e wh ole Sp in e con ten d ed  
with  s o m u ch  d ifficu lty, s u cceed s  in  ca rryin g off 
th e Ba tt le, wh ich  is  los t  for  ever . 

It  is  im p os s ib le to la u d  th e ver teb ra l Colu m n  of 
th is  Ta n in  too m u ch . It  lies  in  ru in s , on e join t  
fa llen  u p on  a n oth er  frequ en t , b u t  th e ru in  is  m ore 
im p res s ive th a n  th e u p righ tes t  s h a ft . Th e wa ters  of 
th e Grea t  Deep  overtu rn ed  it  lovin gly, a n d  th e 
gra vid  Sea s  fell ligh tly over  it . J u s t  a s  th e Scu lp tor  
lea ves  h is  fin is h ed  work , we fin d  th es e rem a in s  
u n cru s h ed , p erfect , b u t  overth rown . If th e 
Arch itect  d id  on ce b u ild  th em  u p , th ey h a ve b een  
qu iet ly u n d erm in ed  b y th a t  in teres t in g Deca y, 
wh ich , s tea lin g th e m ore eva n es cen t  Em b lem s  of 
Tim e, com p u n ctiou s ly lea ves  th e ra d icle Bea u ty 
b eh in d , a n d  s om etim es  even  a  gra ce p a s s in g th a t  
wh ich  is  con ju red  a wa y. 

An oth er  va lu a b le fa ct  b elon gin g to th is  Dra gon  is  
a ls o ob ta in ed . Fa llin g d own  u p on  h is  b a ck , we h a ve 
th e a b d om in a l con ca vity exp os ed ; a n d  th e 
for tu n a te d is p la cem en t of cer ta in  of th e left  r ib s  
d is clos es  a  b od y wh ich  ca n  on ly b elon g to th e 
Vis cera  th em s elves : its  color  is  ru s s et  b la ck , it  
covers  th e in tern a l p a r ies  of th e r igh t  r ib s , a n d  
ga th ers  its elf u p  u p on  th em  in to a  b a g, th e s ize of 
a n  in fa n t's  h a n d . Bu t th e m os t  p recis e word s  a va il 
lit t le  to d es cr ib e it ; th e m om en t you  look  th ere in to 
th e a b d om en , you  b elieve you  s ee th e s tom a ch  
colla p s ed , a n d  a  few m ea gre con ten ts  b es iegin g th e 
in tes t in a l ca n a l; th es e a re m a n ifes t ly s o in s u fficien t  
to h is  s u s ten ta t ion , th a t  th e Dra gon  a t  on ce 
a p p ea rs , in a n e, la n gu id ly s in k in g to th e b ottom  of 
th e Sea , a n d  givin g u p  th e fa m is h ed  gh os t . 

Th e Solem n  Sea s  th em s elves  h old  requ iem  over  
h is  b on es , a n d  old  Tim e, wa rn ed  to th e s cen e, 
a gita tes  th em  in  h is  tu rn . Th e Profou n d  qu ivers , 
a ccord a n t  with  th e u p p er  wa ves , th e d ea d  Ca rca s e 
of th e Dra gon  m oves , a n d  th ere in  th e p res en ce of 
Tim e, a n d  b efore th e Sh iver in g wa ters , u p lifts  h is  
h a n d s . Slowly th e wa ters  cea s e vib ra t ion , Tim e 
th rows  th e Sh rou d  of Ob livion  over  a n oth er  of h is  
s a cred  d ra gon s , "in jecta  m on s tr is  Terra  d olet  s u is ;" 
a n d  th e Cycles  on wa rd  ru n . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECT. IV. 
 

SPECIES IV.    Ros tra  por recto.    Ta b . XXIII. 
 
 
Th e th ou gh tles s  a vid ity with  wh ich  Fa s h ion  

p u rs u es  th e m in u tes t  d is t in ct ion s  of th in gs , th e 
m icros cop ic eye with  wh ich  s h e p r ies  in to n a tu re, 
h a s  filled  th e world  with  b ook s  of d es cr ip t ion  
with ou t  a n  Id ea  b y wh ich  th ey ca n  on ly d es erve to 
exis t . We d ive in to th e Deep s  for  a n  a n im a lcu le, 
p r ick  ou t  h is  t in y h ea r t  with  th e fa in tes t  n eed le, 
a n d  com p la cen tly cou n t  u p  th e p u ls es  wh ich  fu lfil 
h is  life of s ca rcely a  m om en t's  d u ra t ion . Th e 
in vis ib le ten ta cles  of a  Zoop h yte, th e fea th ers  of a n  
Ep h em eris , th e ova  of a  h err in g, th e fa r in a  of th e 
m oa t  p rolific p la n ts , a re th e fa vorite ob jects  of 
s tu d y, b eca u s e th ey a fford  th e

Tim es  exa ctly th e ch ild is h  s p or t  wh ich  in teres ts  th em  
m os t . 

Th e n a tu ra l eye of a  m a n , s tea d ily fixed  u pon  a  
given  poin t , los es  it s  s igh t ; a n d  Sa va ges , a s  s oon  a s  
th ey ca n  cou n t  th eir  fin gers , in  a n  exta s y, p roceed  
to cou n t  th em  over  a ga in  a n d  a ga in . An d  s o it  is  
with  Na t ion s . Wh en  th e Wor ld , h a vin g pa s s ed  a wa y, 
th e fin a l s u m m a t ion  of Em pires , a n d  th eir  
a ch ievem en ts , s h a ll be ca s t  u p  by th e Ar ith m et ic of 
J eh ova h , we s h a ll lea rn  th a t  Peop les  h a ve forgot ten , 
n a y, los t  th em s elves  in  th e ga in les s  Sp ir it  to wh ich  
we a llu de. It  m a y be, it  is  very well to com preh en d  
a n d  en joy every th in g in  it s  m ea s u re; bu t  th e 
Cyclops  n on e th e les s  s o u n ders tood  les s er  th in gs , 
beca u s e, forgin g th e th u n derbolts  of J u p iter , th ey 
com preh en ded  a  va s tn es s  a n d  a  gra n deu r  wh ich  
ob ta in s  th em  Im m or ta lity. Th es e were th e p r im it ive 
Gia n ts  of Ren own , wh o if th ey d id  er r , it  wa s  like a s  
gods , a n d  a s  gods  were th ey u s ed  too. 

Th e Modern  Goth s  n eed  n ot  won der  th a t  th e 
La t in s  a n d  Greeks  boa s t  on ly a n  Ar is tot le a n d  a  
Plin y, wh ile every d is h  a n d  s a u cer  from  Ch in a , a n d  
every Sh a wl from  th e loom s  of Is pa h a n  a n d  In d ia  
glows  with  m in u tes t  Ir is ’ cop ied  from  th e Flora  of 
th e pa p ilion a ceou s  Ea s t . Bu t  th es e h a ve Pers epolis  
a n d  Eleph a n ta , a n d  m a n y oth er  m igh ty Works , fin d  
m u ch  Wis dom  too, u pon  wh ich  n o Eu ropea n  h a s  
ever  s a fely ven tu red  for th ; wh ile we, th e Crown ed  
Kin gs  of Men , effect  n oth in g wor th y a ccep ta n ce of 
th e Gen era t ion s  th a t  a re to com e. 

All ou r  m os t  or igin a l Es s a ys  ten d  bu t  to a  lit t le 
poin t ; we h a ve a dm it ted  a  con ven t ion  wh ich  s m iles  
a t  every th in g beyon d  a  cer ta in  m er id ia n , a n d  p r ide 
ou rs elves  in  th a t  Herm a ph rod ite Rea s on  wh ich  
An t iqu ity tolera ted  bu t  by degrees . A d is pos it ion  like 
th is  lea ds  bu t  to ext in ct ion ; th e Tr itch in opoly ch a in s  
a re m u ch  es teem ed , bu t  th e pa t ien t  Sm ith  wh o 
forges  th em  is  a  Sla ve. In  fa ct , n oth in g lit t le in  
Na tu re is  wor th  m ore th a n  a n  in s ta n t ’s  n ot ice, s in ce 
s h e h a s  filled  a ll h er  Kin gdom s  with  Mon u m en ts  of 
s u rpa s s in g Gra n deu r , wh ich  th e lon ges t -lived  
Na t ion s  ca n  h ope to glim ps e ba rely a  h a lf. 

Wh o th en  ca n  en du re to pore over  th e 
in fin ites s im a l d ifferen ces  of a ge, of ra ce, of color , of 
s h a pe, in  wh ich  Crea tu res  a re fou n d . Will n ot  
pos ter ity deem  u s  t r ifler s  for  th e pa in s  ta ken  to 
record  s o m a n y m in u te poin ts , even  wh ile we 
n eglect  th e grea ter  Pr in cip les  of Th in gs . An d  a ll ou r  
m ore ela bora te Works  on  Na tu ra l His tory, will th ey 
n ot  pa s s  u n h eed in g by th em , s eein g th a t  th e 
pers on s  th ey s o la bor iou s ly s et  for th  a re com m on  to 
th e eyes  a n d  u n ders ta n d in gs  of a ll m en . 

We coa s t  th e Ma rgin a l Cou n tr ies  of th e Ea r th  
in du s t r iou s ly, crowdin g ou r  Log with  a ccou n ts  of 
th e gra s s es , th e h erbs , a n d  m os s es  wh ich  fr in ge 
th eir  s h ores ; a n d  it  is  a t  la s t  com e to th is , th a t  
Na tu ra lis t s  a s s idu ou s ly s ea rch  a fter  a  n ew th in g in  
va in , s in ce th e con t ra ct ion  of ou r  vis ion  h a s  pu t  ou t  
of it s  focu s  a ll th a t  is  n ot  a d ju s ted  to th e 
circu m s cr ibed  field  to wh ich  it  is  s o foolis h ly 
con fin ed . Hen ce in d ividu a ls  a re ever  con ten d in g 
over  th e la s t  fou n d  Helix, or  th e la tes t  va r iety of a  
th in g, s o th a t  th e tu lipo-m a n ia  of th e la s t  Cen tu ry 
lu xu r ia tes  in  a n oth er  bu t  n o les s  exa ggera ted  a  
Species , a n d  d is t ra cts  th e dom a in s  of Scien ce, in  
wh ich  th e An cien ts  s ca rcely ever  h ea rd , n or  wou ld  
th ey h a ve tolera ted  a  b ra wl. 

Every t ree b leeds  u n der  a  th ou s a n d  kn ives  
in s cr ib in g a s  m a n y n a m es ; every lea f groa n s  
expecta n t  of a  like fete. Th e Va n da l t rea ds  n ot  a lon e 
ou r  Ca th edra ls , h e n ot  a lon e des ecra tes  th eir  Sa cred  
Ma rb le a n d  Sh r in es  with  h is  s a va ge Na m e; th e 
Rea lm s  of Crea t ion  a re in -



THE BOOK OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS  20  

va r ied ; h a ppy in deed  th ey th a t  th e Icon ocla s t  n o 
lon ger  dea ls  with  th e works  of Men ’s  h a n ds , bu t  
t r ifles  with  th e a da m a n t in e Mon u m en ts  of a  Divin e 
Power . 

Th e Fa s h ion  will com e s h or t ly to a n  en d . Th en  n o 
m ore s h a ll we s tu m ble over  cyph ers  a t  every s tep , 
n or  s h a ll th e ea r  s ta r t  a t  u n welcom e s ou n ds , n or  
th e wit  be in s u lted  by con tem pt ib le th in gs , bu t  th e 
Groves  of Aca dem u s , a n d  th e Gym n a s ia  m u rm u r  to 
th e con vers e, or  exh ib it  th e a th lete of Ph ilos oph y, in  
n a ked  d ign ity, a n t iqu e a n d  n ob le a ll. 

Pla te XXIII. In  p res en t in g th e fou r th  Species  of a  
Gen u s  we h a ve ch a n ced  to fin d , we th erefore m a ke 
n on e oth er  boa s t . It  h a s  been  s een  th a t  Mis s  An n in g 
p reviou s ly d is covered  th ree s evera l Gen era , a n d  wa s  
con ten t  with  th e s im ple fa ct . Am er ica  is  ca lled  n ot  
a fter  th e fin der , a n d  th es e Ta n in im  h a ve been  
a ppropr ia ted  in  th e s a m e wa y: bu t  Mis s  An n in g 
n ever th eles s  fou n d  th em , a n d  th e Au th or , s pa re th e 
egot is m , O Rea der , d is covered  th eir  lon gitu de, a n d  
a dded  a n oth er  Provin ce to th e Rea lm . 

Ma n y a  Tom e, a  La n gu a ge, a n  Idea , a  Su m  h a s  h e 
pu rs u ed  to th eir  la s t  decim a l, in  qu es t  of th a t  Ter ra  
In cogn ita  of Dea d  Tim es , th a t  Ult im a  Th u le of th e 
wis e Ba bylon ia n s , Egypt ia n s , As s yr ia n s , a n d  
In d ia n s , in  th e Ocea n  p re-Ada m ite; Ma n y La n ds  
t ra vers ed , a n d  m on s ters  h a n d led , bu t  to fin d  th em  
s t ra n ge. Th e t ra d it ion a ry p ictu res  of th e Tem ple Bel 
a n d  th e a ctu a l on es  of Mis ra im , a n d  Ga n ges , a re 
a ccou n ted  fa bu lou s  beca u s e th eir  Ciph er  is  
u n kn own . We h a ve los t  th e a n te-d ilu via l m ea s u re of 
Tim e, a bou t  wh ich  Us h er  h a s  led  u s  in to s o m a n y 
la m en ta b le follies , th e Secrets  of th e Hea ven s , a n d  
th e Scien ce of th e In n er  Ma n . 

Bu t  a  Sta r  a r is es  ou t  of J a cob , by wh os e b les s ed  
ligh t  we cros s  th e Silen t  Sea s  of Tim e, a n d  exp lore 
th e Solita ry Cou n tr ies  of th e Pa s t . It  is  pos s ib le even  
to th e In it ia ted  in  th e Grea ter  Mys ter ies , to re-vivify 
th e wh ole Un ivers e th a t  is  gon e. If it  were n ot  a  
p roph a n ity we cou ld  tell th ee, beloved  rea der , of th is  
ter res t r ia l Ba ll, a  s ta r t lin g ta le, a n d  of th e s h in in g 
Sph eres . Often  a t  m idn igh t , qu en ch in g a n im a l Life, 
we lis ten  to th e d in  of Ch a os , th e ru s t ic of th e livin g 
Win d  over  th e Pr im æ va l Deep , th e wh is per in gs  of 
m a n y Sp ir it s . Th e Red  Ma n  a n d  h is  Dom in ion s  
pa s s , th e Va s ty Win gs  of J u p iter  u pon  th e Globe 
Ea r th  qu iver , th e Drea d  An a rk  on e en ters  th e Scen e, 
a n d  th e Un ivers e da rken s . Cowin g Vis ion s  of 
m in gled  Hea ven  a n d  Hell clos e with  a  ra in y s h rou d  
pa llin g th e depa r ted  Ea r th ; th e "Abom in a t ion  of 
Des ola t ion " is  revea led , th e Grey Mou n ta in s  bowin g 
down  th eir  d r ipp in g h ea ds , a n d  th e Sta rs  fa llin g to 
th e grou n d  ou t  of Hea ven . ' 

Dos t  th ou  requ ire p roof, beh old  it  h ere! th es e 
Sea -Dra gon s  com e from  th e won der fu l Cou n tr ies  we 
h a ve fou n d , to wh ich  th e Ada m ites  poin ted  Heber  by 
th e m ou th  of Noa h , a n d  Pos ter ity by th e con s en t  of 
Na t ion s . Th es e a re th e Grea t  Sea -Dra gon s , th e 
Gedolim  Ta n in im  of Mos es , th e on ce gory Mon s ters  
of th e Pr im a l Sea s . If s ilen ce, if h eigh t  a n d  dep th  
illim ita b le, if Spa ce a n d  Etern ity th ou  ca n s t  m eet  a s  
a n  Ea gle ga zes  u n b la n ch ed  u pon  th e Su n , u n fu r l 
th e Pin ion s  of th y Sp ir it , give it  to th e Win ds  of 
Hea ven , a n d  rea lize a n  in ta ct , s elf-s u fficien t  a n d  
s a t ia ted  a  Bein g, fu lfillin g th a t  Des t in y for  wh ich  ou r  
god like Ra ce wa s  born . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF THE BOOK OF THE DRAGONS ICHTHYOSAURI.
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CHAPTER VI 
 
 

OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS - PLESIOSAURI 
 
 
 

ERE it  pos s ib le to a bs t ra ct  m a n k in d  from  th e 
h a b its  a n d  a r t ificia l con ven t ion s  of a ges , a n d  

refer  th em  ba ck  to th e or igin a l Con s t itu t ion  of Ma n , it  
is  h igh ly p roba b le th a t  we s h ou ld  fin d  n oth in g 
pos it ively a bh or ren t  to ou r  feelin gs  th rou gh ou t  a ll 
Crea t ion : u n les s , in deed , s om e Grea t  Pr in cip le, 
a n ta gon is t  to th e on e by wh om  we a re m a de, h a d  
in t rodu ced  th erein  ob jects  evoked  from  a n  Elem en t  
h os t ile a n d  in ju r iou s  to ou r  own . 

For  it  is  im pos s ib le to con ceive th a t  th e Alm igh ty 
wou ld  s ow th e s eeds  of Dea th  in  a  Ga rden  p la n ted  for  
His  Plea s u re, or  deform  th e Pa la ces  th ereof by 
a dd it ion s  da m n a tory of th e Work  its elf, a n d  fill th em  
with  u n clea n  Ra ces  for  ever  a t  s t r ife with  th e Fa vor ite 
for  wh om  it  wa s  es pecia lly bu ilt . An d  if we a dm it  th e 
in h a b ita t ion  of th e Sea s , lon g before Ada m , by ba lefu l 
Mon s ters , a n d  in  th em  a  m a n ifes t  Power  a llied  to Pa in  
a n d  h is  a t ten da n t  Horrors , it  is  ea s y, n a y, rea s on a b le 
to s u ppos e th a t  th e Lord  of th e Ea r th  h im s elf wa s  to 
be en dowed , with  a  s en s e of s o m u ch  Grea tn es s , th a t  
h e wou ld  s ta n d  in  th e m ids t  of th em  a ll, in viola te of 
s t ren gth , a n d  u n m in dfu l of th em  a s  a  god . 

We m a y pu rs u e th e p rob lem  fa r th er , a n d  im a gin e 
with  a  Ph id ia s , a n  Apollo, a n d  Pyth on  des t royed  in  th e 
pa s s ion les s  Sp ir it  im m or ta lized  in  h is  S ta tu e; or  with  
Ra fa el, Mich a el th e Arch a n gel t rea d in g down  Sa ta n , 
with  a  b row s eren e a n d  a  m in d  u n ru ffled  a s  th e 
wa ters  of th e River  of Life, 

Th e per fect ion  of a  Crea tu re ca n n ot  be p red ica ted  if 
h e be con s ciou s  of fea r . For  th is , Milton  des cr ibes  Ab-
d iel repellin g th e con tu m eliou s  a s s a u lts  of th e Rebel 
Arm ies  of Hea ven , a n d  pa s s in g ca lm  a n d  u n da u n ted  
th rou gh  th em  a ll. It  wa s  th e Es s en ce of th in gs , 
th rou gh  a ll th e Works  of J eh ova h  down wa rd  from  th e 
loft ies t  An gels , th e on ly qu es t ion  bein g wh ere th os e 
Works  do en d . 

On  th e oth er  h a n d , were it  n ot  foreign  to ou r  Text , 
we m igh t  s pecu la te u pon  th e in tolera b le pa n gs  wh ich  
s eize a  fa llen  a n d  los t , or  a n  or igin a lly viciou s  
Crea tu re, wh en  p la ced  in  a ppos it ion  with  Elem en ts  of 
Good  s u bvers ive of h is  very bein g. 

Th e Idea s  th en , a n d  th e term s  u s ed  to den ote th em  
of th in gs  repu gn a n t , a re by n o m ea n s   in d igen ou s   to 
th e h u m a n  u n ders ta n d in g, bu t  forced  u pon  u s  by th e 
h a p les s  circu m s ta n ces  in  wh ich  we a re fou n d .    An d , 
p res u m in g with  th e An cien ts  a n d  th e Ea s tern s  even  of 
ou r  own  da y, th a t  bes ides  J eh ova h , a n oth er  Bein g 
h a s  been  en ga ged  in  peop lin g th is  Pla n et , s u rely  n o 
on e ca n    ob ject  to ou r  ca llin g b it ter  n ot  s weet , a n d  
m on s ters  of  s u rpa s s in g u glin es s  th e h a rdes t  Na m es . 

Th e Myth ic Serpen ts  gra ven  of old  u pon  idola t rou s  
a lta r s  a n d  Tem ples , a n d  in t rodu ced  in  th e com m on es t  
occa s ion s  a n d  u s es  of Life, extor ted  a  Sen t im en t  from

Pa ga n  Na tion s , gra tefu l on ly to th e Cru el Dem on  th ey 
rep res en ted , a n d  b y th e frequ en cy of th is  p ers on a l 
m a n ifes ta t ion , th e Grea t  En em y of ou r  Ra ce h op ed  u t ter ly 
to d ea d en  a n d  k ill th e In s t in ct ive Love of Bea u ty wh ich  
s u rvived  th e Fa ll, a n d  fin a lly b ru ta lize th e wh ole Ea r th . In  
th e ea r lier  Ca m p a ign s , An a k  h a d  th e a d va n ta ge, th e 
Ad a m ites  d es er ted  th eir  S ta n d a rd , s ign a lized  th em s elves  
in  h is  wa rs , a n d  p a id , too, th e p en a lty of Trea s on  in  th os e 
Wa ters , wh ich  th e. Ea r th  in vok ed  wh erewith  to clea n s e 
a wa y th e im p u r it ies  with  wh ich  th ey h a d  filled  h er : b u t  a  
Delu ge were in s u fficien t  for  th e ren ewa l of th e on ce 
s p otles s  Con s titu t ion  of Ma n , th e p os t-d ilu via n s  were, in  
th eir  tu rn , b egu iled , if n ot  to s o grea t  en orm ity, in to 
fra ilt ies  of th e a b ove fa ta l k in d , a n d  th eir  d is p os it ion s  
b eca m e Evil Con tin u a lly. 

Th e Life a n d  Im m orta lity wh ich  in  d u e Sea s on  s p r in g 
to ligh t , op en  a n  en tirely n ew Scen e for  th e En ergies  of 
Ma n : Now la yin g h old  u p on  Hea ven , h e fea r les s ly 
h a n d leth  a s p ic th in gs , com b a tin g Evil with  h is  own  
wea p on s , in  th a t  World  s o well-n igh  con qu ered  for  h is  
own . Here too h e often  s tu m b les  u p on  th e wreck s  of 
Victor ies  won  over  Evil in  Tim es  a n ter ior  to th e For tu n es  
of Ma n k in d , wh ich  it  h a s  b een  th e p olicy of th e Old  
Dra gon  to con cea l from  ou r  k n owled ge to th e la s t ; for  n ot  
a lon e s in ce Ad a m  h a ve th e Two Drea d  Pr in cip les , Os ir is  
a n d  Typ h on , b a t t led  for  Dom in ion  over  th e Ea r th  ; it  h a s  
b een  th e th ea tre of m a n y a n oth er  Wa r , a n d  th e b on es  of 
th es e grea t  Sea -d ra gon s , Ples ios a u r i, a re th e rem a in s  of 
b u t  on e of th e vile Colon ies  from  Top h et , wh ich  J eh ova h  
vis ited  with  Wra th , a n d  s wep t ou t  of th e World  in  a  
wh ir lwin d  of Fu ry a n d  In d ign a tion  for  ever . Ea ch  a n d  
every of th e Kin gd om s  a ccu rs ed  s h a ll b e d es troyed  in  lik e 
m a n n er , a n d  th e a rch -Ru ler  th ereof d r iven  a t  la s t  to h is  
rem a in in g Cita del in  th e h u m a n  h ea r t , be ca s t  ou t  
even  th en ce in to Perd it ion  ever la s t in g. 

Th e m ere ord in a ry com m on -p la ces , th en , wh ich  
in ves t  a like a ll a n im a te a n d  in a n im a te th in gs , of s ize, 
of color , of k in d , we a ga in  decla re ou r  tota l 
in d ifferen ce to th em  a ll; wh en  Scien ce bes tows  m ove 
th a n  a  pa s s in g gla n ce u pon  th em , s h e forgets  th e 
d ign ity wh ich  a lon e m a kes  h er  t ru ly wors h ip fu l. A 
h a ir  in  a  teles cope obs cu res  a  S ta r , a n d  in  th is  wa y 
th e wh ole Un ivers e m a y s h r in k  in to a  Spa n , a n d  th e 
Pa s t  a n d  Fu tu re va n is h  before th e m om en t les s  
Pres en t , wh ile th e obs erver , u n con s ciou s  of h is  
s itu a t ion , d rea m s  a wa y, com a tou s  a n d  u s eles s  qu ite, 
con tem pla t in g Effects  a pa r t  from  th e la ten t  Pr in cip les  
ou t  of wh ich  th ey com e. Th es e Ta n in im ! we s eize th em  
a s  with  a  d ivin e fu ror ; m ore in telligib le th a n  th e 
Ros et ta  S ton e, th ey con s t itu te th e on ly Key to 
Ton gu es  p regn a n t  with  Fa cts  of th e m os t  a s ton is h in g 
k in d  con cern in g th e gods . Th os e Sea -Dra gon s  s h a ll be 
es teem ed  for  m ore th a n  bod ily Im a ges  a n d  S ton e  :

W 
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Not for  th is  d o th eir  h a tefu l ca rca s es  s u rvive th e 
Scorp ion  Sou l, torn  ou t  of th em  a n d  p u n is h ed  for  
ever : Des p ite th e u n h a p p y Power in  wh ich  th ey 
or igin a ted  th ey b etra y a  Ch a p ter  of th e Defea t  
s u ffered  in  th eir  p ers on s , lon g a n ter ior  to th e fin a l 
d is com fitu re h e s h a ll u n d ergo with  referen ce to ou r  
own , with  s o d ifferen t  a  res u lt . Th e Ca rca s es  
th em s elves  we d a s h  in  th e teeth  of th e Fien d s  b y 
wh om  th ey were a r t icu la ted  a n d  a n in m a lized ; th eir  
in d u ction s  a fford  u s  a  h op efu l p res t ige of th e Tim es  
wh en  Ad ra m m elek  a n d  a ll h is  Hos ts  s h a ll b e 
h u rled  ou t  of th e World  u n to h is  p la ce,— " fu lm in e 
lu r id u m  m is s os  a d  a rcu m ,'' a n d  th e a ges  ren ewed , 
re-com m erce a fres h , Virgo a n d  th e gold en  Sign s . 

 
 
REGNUM— Gedolim  Ta n in im .— Z�[ \ [ ]  Z�\ ^�_�`

SUB-REGNUM.— Ples ios a u ru s .— a�b  
GENUS.— Pen ta ta r s os t in u s .— c a�bd egf�h i�j�f alk�m�m h n u s  in  ta ilis .) An im a liu m  

La cer t iform u m  in  pa go Street , cu ra  et  opere 
Th om a s  Ha wkin s  in  lu cem  p rola toru m  gen u s . 
Ta b . XXVII. 

 
If to d is cover  th e m os t  s ign a l d is t in ct ion s  wh ich  

h old  a m on gs t  Ich th yos a u ri, it  wa s  n eces s a ry to 
en u clea te th e im m en s e Collect ion , over  wh ich  we 
d welt  with  s o m u ch  s a t is fa ct ion  a s  th e r ich  rewa rd  
of a  d evotion  u n b ou n d ed , a n  in d u s try u n tir in g, a  
s in glen es s  u n s h a k en , a n d  a  good  for tu n e 
p ecu lia r ly ou r  own  ; h ow m u ch  m ore in d is p en s a b le 
a re m u lt ip lied  s p oils  of Ples ios a u ri, wh ich  offer  u s  
va r iet ies  of form  rem a rk a b le in d eed , b u t  in fin itely 
les s  con s p icu ou s  th a n  th os e of th eir  con tem p ora ry 
m on s ters . 

En d owed  with  p a s s ion s  of a  m ore s u b tle k in d , 
a n d  a  b od ily figu re of a  m ore com p a ct  a n d  p erfect  
ord er  wh ereb y to a ccom p lis h  th em , th e Ples ios a u ri 
ga th ered  th eir  Trib es  with in  a  Provin ce of th eir  
own , p rou d ly rep ellin g th e Pis ca l Ra ces  a t  th eir  
s id e, a n d  a rroga ted  th e p reroga tives  of a  h igh er  
cla s s  in  th e Sca le of Bein g. 

Ich th yos a u ri ra n  in to every Gen d er  with  ea s e, 
lu xu ria t in g in  ch a n ge, d u b iou s  even  of th e ord er  b y 
wh ich  th ey s tood  in  th e m id s t  of th e world . Th e 
ru d e s p ir it  of Belia l h u rr ied  th em  a lon g in  
cea s eles s  lu s t  of b lood , b ru ta l im m itiga b le, a n d  
in s a t ia te Fien d s ; with  eyes , a n d  ea rs , a n d  b od ies  
in ten t  u p on  ca rn a ge a n d  gore. From  a  m ech a n is m  
lik e th is  it  is  im p os s ib le to d eta ch  a n  id ea  of b lin d  
a n d  h ea d lon g fu ry, in s en s ib le to d a n ger , a n d  every 
oth er  s en tim en t b u t  th e b lood y on e to wh ich  
a p p etite con fin ed  it , s o th a t  of a ll b ru tes  th is  wa s  
th e m os t  b ru ta l a n d  u n -red eem ed . 

Th ere a re oth er  Fa cu lt ies  wh ich  ten d  to th e s a m e 
fru it ion , b u t  b y a  m ore circu itou s  p a th , a n d  
ela b ora te a n  a ct ion , a n d  oth er  Dives  th a n  Belia l 
h a ve tr ied  th eir  b la ck  a r t  u p on  m a tter  with  a  
s u cces s  com m en s u ra te a n d  a s  cu n n in g. 
Ples ios a u ri a re th eir  h a n d iwork : if th e Old  Serp en t  
h im s elf d id  n ot  s h ed  h is  own  teeth  u p on  th e 
grou n d , ou t  of wh ich  th es e Sea -Dra gon s , a rm ed  
with  a ll th e vir ility of Evil in s ta n t  s p ru n g. Em u lou s , 
Sa ta n  s eem s  to h a ve b een  th r ice s eized , gen era t in g 
Horrors  com m a n d in g, a n d  rea lizin g a  teem in g 
Sp a wn  fit ted  for  th e lowes t  Ab ys m  of Ch a os . Lon g 
u n cou th  lim b s , la n k  b od ies , egregiou s  ta ils , n eck s  
a m b it iou s  of th e m os t  terr ib le Serp en ts , a n d  h ea d s  
crown in g th em  with  Kin d red  gu ile, b eh old  th e 
Dra gon  Ples ios a u ru s  con fes t . 

Th e d eform it ies  of b od y with  wh ich  th ey ca m e 
for th  were a ccom p a n ied  b y im m ora l p owers  of a  
con gen erou s  a n d  u gly ord er , a n d  p h ys ica l 
d is p os it ion s  qu ick  to fu lfil 

th em . Th e J a ws  b r is t lin g with  s h a rpes t  teeth , th e. 
m u s cu la r  n eck  twis t in g to a n d  fro, n ot  a lon e were 
exper ien ced  by th e vict im  th ey im pa led ; a  m ore fa ta l 
a gen t  th a n  eith er  s u bs erved  th em  both  : th e s n a ky 
cres t , th e fu ry n o lon ger , bu t  th e J a ws  rem a in , over  
th e a n ter ior  m a rgin  of wh ich  d id  on ce da r t  a  forked  
ton gu e, th e gu m s  d is t illin g pois on  a t  every pore. 

Ha d  th e Ada m ites  been  form ed  u pon  les s  
con s erva t ive p r in cip les , or  h a d  n ot  th e Alm igh ty 
n eu t ra lized  th e deleter iou s  s u bs ta n ces  wh ich  
com pos e th es e Sea -Dra gon s , th e lon g m a rch  of Ages  
m igh t  n ot  s u ffice, a n d  th eir  Viru s  m a y h a ve gu ided  
Dea th  to th e reces s es  even  of ou r  own  h ea r ts , 
th rou gh  th e a bs orben ts  of th e fin gers  by wh ich  we 
expos e th eir  bon es . 

So con cen t ra ted  a  Horror , we cou ld  expect  to 
p res en t  s ca rcely a  va r iety of a s pect . Th e Su m m it  of 
Ar im a n cs  h is  Crea t ion  m u s t  com e like a ll oth er  
th in gs  to a  poin t : Ples ios a u r i a re a n  order  s o 
fr igh t fu l th a t  th e lea s t  a dd it ion  wou ld  com m it  it  to 
th e grotes qu e. 

It  were va in  th en  to look  for  lin es  of gen er ic 
dem a rca t ion  a s  b roa d  a s  th os e of Ich th yos a u r i; m a y 
be s om e Ples ios a u r i were green , a n d  b la ck , a n d  
yellow, like In d ia n , oth ers  s pot ted  a n d  m ot t led , like 
Afr ica n  Sn a kes ; s om e were la rge, s om e s m a ll, bu t  
th ey a ll belon g to a  ca tegory with  a  s in gle poin t : th e 
Skeleton s  wh ich  rem a in  to u s , a lth ou gh  th ey d iffer  
from  on e a n oth er , s u ffice for  a  Gen er ic bu t  s ca rcely 
a  s pecia l s ys tem  : a n d  it  n ow becom es  ou r  du ty to 
in qu ire a fter  a n d  record  th e va r iet ies  wh ich  h a ve 
com e to ou r  Kn owledge, a n d  to a wa rd  th e res u lt  to 
ea ch  wh ich  m a y a ppea r  it s  du e. 

Cer ta in  n a tu ra lis t s , s t ru ck  with  th e fa s h ion  in  
wh ich  Ich th yos a u r i a n d  Ples ios a u r i a re con t r ived  
a n d  pu t  togeth er , in flu en ced , perh a ps , by th e 
Pyth a gorea n  doct r in e of Species , a n d  begu iled  by 
th e s eem in gly en d les s  con form a t ion  wh ich  h olds  
th rou gh ou t  every in d ividu a l kn own , h a ve s pecu la ted  
u pon  a n d  even  en ter ta in ed  a  n ot ion  th a t  both  Regn a  
were rela ted  to ea ch  oth er  in t im a tely, con vergin g 
ea ch  to th e oth er  in  a  lon g gra du a ted  ch a in  of 
pers on s , a t  la s t  m eet in g a n d  u n it in g in  th e m os t  
Cord ia l b roth erh ood  togeth er . 

It  wa s  s u fficien t ly s h own , we p res u m e, in  ou r  
m em oirs , n ot  cer ta in ly by a n  exa m in a t ion  of ea ch  
s ide by s ide, bu t  by th e m ore s im ple a n d  s tu d iou s  
des cr ip t ion  of ea ch  on e in  h is  p rop er  p la ce, th a t  
a n y s u ch  a n  h yp oth es is  is  wh olly u n ten a b le. A 
com m u n ity of d is p os it ion  to b lood  is  a ll th a t  th e 
Ta n in im  h a d  togeth er . It  m a y b e a ls o a llowed  th a t  
th ey were a m p h ib iou s , b u t  in  fa r  d iffer in g d egrees , 
th e s p in e, a n d  p en s ile p a d d les  con fin in g 
Ich th yos a u ri en tirely to th e Sea , wh ile th e m ore 
th ick -s et  a n d  b on y Ples ios a u ri m a y h a ve s p la s h ed  
th rou gh  th e Sh a llows  a n d  ooze of th e Sea  to 
s p a wn , or  to a m b u s h  in  th e m a rgin a l Algæ  a n d  
Fla gs , with  s ca rcely a n  effor t . It  is  im p os s ib le to 
ca rry res em b la n ce fa r th er ; th e lon g crocod ile-h ea d  
of th e on e fixed  im m ovea b ly to h is  b a ck  m od elled  
from  a  fis h , h is  ta p erin g a n d  s len d er  ta il, h is  
p a d d les  too m a d e u p  of circu la r  or  p en ta gon a l 
b on es  en clos ed  in  cu ticu la r  fa t , b u t  ill a ccord  with  
th e ch a ra cter is t ics  of th e oth er . Ra th er  s a y th a t  
th e m in u te vip er-h ea d , p ivota l u p on  th a t  
a s ton is h in g n eck , th e h ea vy qu a d ru p ed a l ca rca s e 
of th e Ples ios a u ru s , a n d  h is  th ick  a n d  la b ou rin g 
ta il, h is  h a n d s , h is  feet  too fra m ed  lik e ou r  own  b u t  
web b ed , p res en t  th e very a n tith es is  of th e form er, 
a n d  d en y with  on e con s en t  a n y rela t ion  wh a tever . 
Th e Gia n ts  of ea r lier  k in d  s p ed  th e wa ves , a n d  
b a tt lin g, m a y h a ve red d en ed  th em  often  with  
m u tu a l b lood , d em on s  a s  th ey b oth  were: 
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bu t  th e com pa n y wa s  n ot  of ch oice, n on e oth er  
pa s s ion s  bu t  of ra ge a n d  a lien  h a te pos s es s in g th em  
twa in . 

Moreover , it  h a s  been  s u ppos ed  th a t  both  
Dra gon s  h a d  a  ru gou s , or  even  a  h a iry h ide, a n d  
fin s  for  wh ich  n o u s e ca n  be a s s ign ed , n or  eviden ce 
of th em  fou n d  ; a s  th ou gh  th e la n k , th e u n ga in ly 
m on s ters  were n ot  yet  s u fficien t ly ext ra ord in a ry, 
a n d  Na tu re deligh ted  h ers elf in  th e a bs u rd . 

It  were a s  p rofit les s  too to .s ea rch  a m on gs t  th es e 
Dra gon s  for  a n a logies  with  livin g Ra ces . Th e wor ld  
h a s  grown  tes ty in  h er  Old  Age, a n d  will n ot  b rook  
a n y s u ch  a t tem pt . Wh ere we n ow freeze h a lf th e 
yea r , of yore th ere wa s  a  peren n ia l Su m m er , th es e 
Ta n in im  ba th in g th rou gh  a ll th eir  len gth en ed  
Gen era t ion s  in  tep id  Deeps  : th e con s t itu t ion  of 
th in gs  wa s  u n like th e p res en t , a s  wa s  th e Crea t ion  
of wh ich  th es e Crea tu res  m a de th e da rk  a n d  
t rem blin g s ide: th e Ca n icu la r  Tim es  were th eir s , 
th eir  god  Typh on  in  h is  p r im e, th e Storm  of God’s  
wra th  cou ch in g in  th e clou ds  a fa r  off. 

Th e Sn a kes , a n d  u n cou th  th in gs , a n d  dea d ly, in  
ou r  own  Ea r th , a n d  th e u n clea n , m a y h a ve been  
im ita ted  from  th e fra gm en ts  of th es e Ta n in im , over  
wh ich  th e bes om  of Des t ru ct ion  even tu a lly s wept , 
bu t  wh a t  boots  th e pos th u m ou s  liken es s . We kn ow 
th a t  Crocod iles , a n d  Ch elon iæ , a n d  Ch a m eleon s , 
a n d  th e Oph is a u r ia n  Tr ibes  cla im  des cen t  from  
th es e a n cien t  Ra ces , bu t  th e fa m ily records  a re for  
th e m os t  pa r t  illegib le, a n d  of va lu e on ly in  a  gen era l 
s en s e. We m a y pore over  th em  by th es e m odern  
ligh ts , a n d , perch a n ce, iden t ify a  ch a ra cter  h ere a n d  
th ere, bu t  th e Grea t  Book  of Dea d  Tim es  is  u n iqu e, 
th e la ter  Ed it ion s  a re in com plete, th e Cou r t -h a n d  
h a vin g been  a ltered  for  a n oth er ; a n d  th es e Sea -
Dra gon s  rem a in  in  th eir  p r im a l Sta te, a lon e, 
a pproa ch ed  bu t  a wfu l, th e wiza rd  Gia n ts  of Tim e, 
a n d  th e won der  of th e wor ld . 

Th u s  it  is  s een  th a t  th e Rem a in s  of Ples ios a u r i 
m u s t  be looked  a t  for  th em s elves  on ly. Con grega t in g 
a ll th e kn own  in d ividu a ls , a n d  tes t in g th em  by on e 
a n oth er , we ven tu red  in  ou r  form er  Book  to p refer  
th e ta r s u s  for  th e requ ired  d is t in ct ion s , a n d  th en ce 
iden t ified  fou r  s evera l Species . Th e Ru le h a s  s o 
m u ch  m ore com preh en s ive a  ba s is  in  Ich th yos a u r i, 
th a t  for  th a t  rea s on  we m a y be d is s a t is fied  with  it  in  
th e p res en t  in s ta n ce. Bu t  th e ch oice is  im pera t ive. 
Th e h ea d , n eck , t ru n k , ta il, m a y a n d  do d iffer  in  a ll 
th e Skeleton s , in  s h a pe, in  s ize, a n d  in  rela t ion , b u t  
we ca n  d etect  in  eith er  n o m a rk  a n ywa y equ a l to 
th e on e elected , a n d  th erefore it  m u s t  Con tin u e. 
An d , n ow, th e a d d it ion  of two en tire Sk eleton s  to 
th e lis t  of Ples ios a u ri im p os e a  fu r th er  n eces s ity. 
Th e Du k e of Bu ck in gh a m ’s , Lord  Cole’s , th a t  a t  
th e Brit is h  Mu s eu m  b y Mis s  An n in g, a n d  th e 
a u th or’s — record ed  in  ou r  Mem oirs , a re corrected  
b y th es e d is coveries , a n d  en a b led  to ta k e 
p reced en ce a n oth er  s top . Th ey a s s u m e a  gen erica l 
Tit le , a n d  we h a s ten  to record  th e p ers on s  b y th e 
d is covery of wh ich  it  is  a u th orized  a n d  a s s u red . 

Firs t , th e Pen ta ta rs os t in u s  of Pla te XXVII. 
Th e pa n yger ic of th is  a n d  a ll th e oth er  Ta n in im  

perpetu a ted  by u s , is  in s cr ibed  in  golden  n u m bers  
in  ou r  Na t ion a l Arch ives ; it  h a vin g been  
p ron ou n ced  fir s t  by Im per ia l Bu ck la n d , a n d  
repen ted  in  pa r lia m en t  with  a ccla m a t ion . 

Th e bea u t ifu l Rem a in  of Pla te XXIV s ta r t led  a n d  
deligh ted  th e m os t  em in en t  Na tu ra lis t s , s o th a t  
th ey exh a u s ted  th e voca bu la ry of p ra is e, Con ybea re 
h im s elf s et t in g th e exa m ple. Bu t  th e Skeleton  
before u s  t ra n s cen ds  even  th a t . He h a s  pa id  n o 
t r ibu te to Tim e, n or  to Dea th , a n d  m a liciou s  Fa te 
h a s  s u cceeded  in  s poilin g h im

on ly of a  few ph a la n ges  of th e r igh t  h a n d , wh ich  
h a ve been  poin ted  a t  h er  in  defia n ce, a n d  s a cr ificed  
in  th e n et . Of a ll h is  Tr ibe, h e on ly  is  kn own : th ey 
a re s u n k  in  ob livion  a ll, lea vin g th is  on e  Dra gon  
beh in d  th em  crown ed  with  va lu es  of th e h igh es t  
k in d , k in d ly a n d  a lon e. We s u b join  ext ra cts  from  
J ou rn a l, s h owin g th e m a n n er  in  wh ich , a n d  by wh a t  
a  h a ppy ch a n ce, h e fell in to ou r  h a n d . 

"1834 . J u n e. Wedn es da y. My a t ten t ion  wa s  
yes ter -da y s olicited  by a  qu a r r ier , to th e s ect ion  of a  
few s m a ll bon es  a t  th e bot tom  of Bon d’s  qu a r ry: 
th ey a ppea r  s o lit t le p rom is in g, th a t  I pa s s ed  th em  
by. 

"Th u rs da y, A wh im  pos s es s es  m e to exa m in e 
m ore pa r t icu la r ly th e bon es  in  Bon d’s  qu a r ry, to 
wh ich  I s h a ll a t  on ce go. 

" Fr ida y. In s t in ct , on ly a n oth er  word  for  In tu it ion , 
is  s u rer  th a n  rea s on . To m y a greea b le s u rpr ize th e 
s ect ion  h a s  led  to th e m os t  in teres t in g res u lt ; u pon  
exca va t in g th e over lyin g s t ra ta  th e ru d im en ts  of a n  
en t ire Skeleton  fa in t ly p res en ted  th em s elves , 
th rou gh  a  th ick  cover in g of Lim es ton e. With  
d ifficu lty I h a ve t ra ced  th e la rger  bon es  of a  
Ples ios a u ru s , wh ich  lies  in  a  bed  of lia s  ten  in ch es  
th ick , a n d  th e m os t  com pa ct  a n d  crys ta llized  of a ll 
th e la yers . 

Sa tu rda y. Th e p r ize s a fely delivered  u p  a t  
Sh a rph a m ." 

Th e J ou rn a l p roceeds .— " Th e teeth  of th is  
Ples ios a u ru s  a re exa ct ly like th os e of a ll oth ers  
kn own , s a ve th e giga n t ic Ra ces , cu rved  s u per ior ly, 
a n d  s h a rp , s t r ia ted  u pon  th e extern a l en a m el, a n d  
per fect ly s m ooth  u pon  th e a lveola r  body, wh ich  is  
h ollowed  to p rotect  th e n a s cen t  tooth  wa it in g to 
u s u rp  it s  p la ce. Th e teeth  of Ich th yos a u r i va ry to 
in fin ity, a n d  for  th a t  very rea s on  com pel u s  to forego 
th em  a s  s pecifica l m a rks , or  to is ola te every 
fra gm en t  with  a  tooth  in  it , in  a  Cla s s  by it s elf. 
Th es e Dra gon s , on  th e con t ra ry, a fford  bu t  two s or ts  
of teeth , wh ich  belon g to th e Grea ter  a n d  th e Les s  
Ples ios a u r i. Th ere a re s o m a n y vita l d ifferen ces  
a m on g th e la t ter  Tr ibes , th a t  it  is  im pos s ib le th ey 
cou ld  h a ve or igin a ted  in  on e com m on  Stock , th eir  
teeth  th en  m a n ifes t ly a ls o fa il u s  in  th e 
iden t ifica t ion  of Species . 

Th e n eck  of Pla te XXVII, cu rved  s in is ter , p res en ts  
th ree-fou r th s  of it s  circu m feren t ia l pa r ts  in  a ll th e 
order  a n d  regu la r ity of Life it s elf. Excep t , in deed , 
wh ere it  a pproa ch es  th e Stern u m , towa rds  wh ich  
th e r igh t  la tera l p roces s es  of th e th ree ver tebræ  
a n ter ior  to it  h a ve been  th rown . 

Th e grea t  a n d  u n kn own  Ra ce Ples ios a u ru s , d im ly 
s een  th rou gh  th e Pers pect ive of Ages , m a y well h a ve 
a gita ted  th e An t iqu a ry of Scien ce, in  th a t  in frequ en t  
Pa th , a cros s ; wh ich  it  flit ted  before h im . It  m u s t  
h a ve been  a  s t ra n ge m om en t  for  Mr . Con ybea re. 
th a t  wh erein , p iercin g th e Sh a des  h e des cr ied  on e 
of th e Eleu s in in  of Tim e, s o lon g jea lou s ly bu r ied  
u n der  th e Pilla r s  of Ma t ter ; a  gra n d  Fa ct  u n veiled  
before h im  ! th e Skeleton  th ereof h ideou s  th r ice, bu t  
th e a ccom pa n yin g in du ct ion s  a s ton is h in g a n d  
s u b lim e. Mr . Con ybea re in vok in g Hom er , ca lled  it  " 
Dolich odeiru s ." Wh a t  r igh t  th e or igin a l Ples ios a u ru s , 
u pon  wh ich  th a t  ep ith et  wa s  con fer red , m a y h a ve to 
th e s a m e, con t ra d is t in gu is h ed  from  oth ers , it  is  
im pos s ib le to defin e; th e n eck  a n d  Stern u m  h a vin g 
been  d is loca ted  a n d  s ca t tered . Bu t  th is  m u ch  we 
kn ow, th a t  th e n eck  of th es e Mon s ters  n o m ore th a n  
th e teeth , h old  th e Gen er ic s ecret . We lea n t  th is  
from  th e s u b ject  of Pla te XXVII, a n d  m y Lord  Cole's  
bou n t ifu l Ples ios a u ru s  : both  wh ich  h a ve a  com m on  
n u m ber  of cervica l bon es , a n d  s ign a lly oppos e ea ch  
oth er  in
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every res p ect  b es id e; Lord  Cole’s  a ls o h a vin g s ix 
ta rs a l join ts . We h a ve often  s h u d d ered  u p on  th e 
p recip ice of ou r  Gen eric Hyp oth es is , b u t  th is  on e 
fa ct  of com p a ris on  p la ces  u s  en tirely ou t  of d a n ger  
from  th e cervix, a s  ere n ow we h a ve es ca p ed  th e n o 
les s  t ryin g tes t  of th e teeth . 

Th e Stern u m  rem a in s  in  a ll its  en t irety, 
com p os ed  of th ree h on es , a  b od y a n d  a læ  a t  its  
s id e: Pla te XXVI con ta in s  th e d ra win g of a  la rge 
Stern a l b on e, in  wh ich  th e con n exion  of th e two 
win gs  with  th e cen tre is  m os t  ca refu lly s h own . 
An a tom is ts  wh o va lu e m ore th a n  m eta p h ys ica l 
rela t ion s , th e coin cid en ces  of n a tu ra l form s , will 
s tu d y th e b rea s t  a n d  s ca p u la r  h on es  of 
Ich th yos a u ri a n d  Ples ios a u ri s id e b y s id e; th e 
s ca p u la s , cla vicles , a n d  Stern u m  of b oth  h a vin g 
th e s a m e s tyle of m ech a n is m . 

It  is  im p os s ib le, h id d en  a s  th ey a re u n d er  th e 
r ib s , th e Stern u m , a n d  th e p elvis , to cou n t  
d ecis ively th e d ors a l ver teb ræ , on ly fou r  of wh ich , 
ju s t  a n ter ior  to th e p elvis , d is cover  th em s elves . Th e 
tru e a n d  th e floa t in g r ib s  m a in ta in  th eir  ord er , 
wh ile th e ven tra l on es  h a ve b een  s ligh tly d is p la ced , 
b y th e exp los ion , p rob a b ly, of An im a l ga s es . 

Oryctologis ts  h a ve s o m u ch  exa ggera ted  th e 
len gth  of th e n eck , a t  th e exp en s e of th e ca rca s e 
a n d  ta il of Ple-s ios a u ri, th a t  th e equ ip ois e of th e 
firs t  a n d  la s t  is  a  fa ct  th ey will u n willin gly lea rn , 
a lth ou gh  it  cer ta in ly m a y h a ve b een  a s s u m ed  from  
th e very firs t . In  Pla te XXIVI th e n eck  a p p a ren tly is  
ra th er  lon ger  th a n  th e ta il, b u t  s u ch  is  n ot  th e 
tru th , s eein g th a t  th e la t ter  is  im p erfect . Th e ca u -
d u m  of th e s u p erb  s k eleton  Pla te XXVII is  th e on ly 
en tire on e exta n t , th e th ree term in a l b on es  b ein g 
th rown  b a ck  u p on  th e p reced in g ver teb ræ . An d  it  
is  d iflicu lt  to a s cer ta in  even  h ere, th e exa ct  p oin t  
wh ere th e ta il com -

m en ces , th e is ch ia  p roject in g b a ck wa rd  over  th e 
b on es  s o a s  effectu a lly to con cea l th e ver teb ra , 
wh ich  s u cceed ed  th os e with  wh ich  th e ilia  
a r t icu la ted . Th e m a n n er  of th a t  a r t icu la t ion  is  fu lly 
s h own  in  Pla te XXV; s o th a t  we ca n  a p p roxim a te to 
a  correct  m ea s u re, a n d  p rove th e n eck  a n d  ta il 
n ea r ly a lik e in  len gth . Moreover , th e ta il, a rm in g its  
s qu a red  s olid ified  ver teb ræ  with  h ea vy s p in es , 
rea ch es  th e b a la n ce of th e h ea d  a n d  n eck  togeth er , 
s o th a t  th e Crea tu re os cilla ted  u p on  a  fu lcru m  
fixed  in  h is  n a vel. Th e p a d d les  elon ga tin g, or  
d own wa rd , b a ck wa rd , or  b efore, fixed  th e p ivot  
u p on  wh ich  Ples ios a u ri s wu n g forwa rd  in  h ea t  for  
p rey, or  wa n ton  fligh t , or  p ron e d own  to th e n eth er  
d eep s , th eir  d en . 

Th e lon ges t  p h a la n ga l s er ies  of th e a n ter ior  
extrem ity a m ou n ts  to n in e, th e lon ges t  p os ter ior  
on e to ten  join ts ; th u s  revers in g th e fa ct  in  Lord  
Cole's  s p ecim en , a n d  exceed in g, b y two join ts , th e 
lon ges t  toe in  th e Ples ios a u ru s  of Pla te XXIV. 

Th e lon g, la n k , s k in n y h a n d s , th e d ea th y 
p a d d les  of Ples ios a u ru s , or  s p otted , or  livid  yellow 
a n d  p a le, u p on  th em  fien d -lik e h e fled : h is  h id e, or  

b la ck  or  freck led , or  ru s s et , h is  eyes  b lood -s h ot  
fiery, or  green , liza rd -lik e; h is  teeth , h is  fa n gs  

wh etted  s h a rp , gloa t in g u p on  a n d  cru n ch in g th e 
gr is t les  of h is  d yin g p rey: or  fleet in g th rou gh  th e 
Exp a n s e of Ocea n , or  tem p tin g th e Profou n d , or  

cres t in g th e Up p er  Wa ves , p reyin g, or  a t  wa tch  for  
p rey, or  lu llin g h im s elf u p on  th e wid e, th e 

u n ivers a l d eep : com in g from  th e Ab ys m  of Ages , 
th e Gog, or  th e Ma gog of Pro-Ad a m ite Ea rth , Gia n t  
of Wra th  a n d  Ba tt le, b eh old ! th e Grea t  Sea -Dra gon , 

th e Em p eror  of Pa s t  World s , m a leficen t , terr ib le, 
d irect , a n d  s u b lim e
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in  pa go Street , cu ra  et  opere Au ctor is  in  lu cem  p rola toru m  gen u s .    Tab ,  XXVIII.. 
HE Ma n es  of th e Pr im a l Ea r th , m ela n ch olica l a n d  
extrem ely ten u ou s , h a u n tin g th e s olita ry wa s tes  a n d  

ru in s  of th e World , -s ta lk s  a wa y a lon e from  th e fick le 
Gen era t ion s  of Ma n , th rou gh  th e la b yr in th ia n  Ch a m b ers  
a n d  op p res s ive Mis ts  of Ages . 

Th e An tiqu e Sp ir it  of Ea rth , wrin k led  with  Tim e, 
a n d  of vis a ge, p lou gh ed  b y Grief a n d  Des p a ir , 
p lu n gin g in to a b s tra cted  p a r ts  s its  for  ever  u p on  
th e cen tres  of th in gs , rem ote from  Vu lga r  ga ze. Th e 
m orta lit ies , cer tes , a re s om etim es  fou n d  in  th e 
tom b  of u n cou n ted  Ages , exu via l b on es  p rotru d e 
gh a s t ly th rou gh  th e worn  ou t  Pa ll of Ma tter , or  a re 
ca s t  u p  of th e s ick en in g Gra ve in  ea r th qu a k e 
p a n gs , b u t  th e s tem  a n d  terr ib le Gh os t  of th e Dea d  
world s  is  a b s tra ct ion  a ll, s h a p eles s , a n d  in fin itely 
s tra n ge. 

Th e a wfu l Golgoth a  of Tim e, we exp lore, O 
rea d er , in  n o ru d e m in d , a n d  th e s k eleton s  of 
t ra d it ion a ry m on s ters  va lu e for  n o m a ter ia lis m , 
b u t  for  th e m ora lit ies  th ey in d u ct , a n d  th e s ecret  
p a s s a ges  th ey con cea l of th e a n -

cien t  of Da ys , m ys ter iou s  n a tu re. We ra te th e 
Ta n in im  n ot  for  th eir  perfect  pa r ts  a n a tom ica l, 
s o m u ch  a s  for  th e Idea s  th ey s u bs cr ibe, th e 
La n gu a ge th ey perpetu a te, a n d  th e s u b lim ity 
wh ich  is  th e text  th ereof; th e gros s , th e pa lpa b le 
s keleton s  m a y s a t ia te th e eye a n d  fu lfil th e 
des ire of a  com m on  cu r ios ity, bu t  th e la s t  eleva te 
th e Sou l of Ma n  over  th e Profou n d  Pa s t , a n d  th e 
en d les s  pers pect ive To Com e. 

Th e gra n d  Ples ios a u ru s  of Pla te XXVIII lies  in  
a  pon derou s  gra ve, bu ilt  u p  with  ir regu la r  
la m ella  of Lia s  s ton e: th e ca rca s e s eem s  to h a ve 
pa s s ed  th rou gh  th e s evera l s ta ges  of corru p t ion  
u n broken , bu t  th e u n qu iet  wa ters  fin a lly 
s por ted  with  a n d  s ca t tered  th e os s eou s  
m on s ter , wh ich  ers t  ru led  th em , a n d  
relu cta n t ly ga ve h im  bu r ia l. His  wa s  a  h a s ty 
a n d  begru dged  obs equ y, s o th e ca p r iciou s  Sea s  
firs t  wreck in g h im , h ea ped  u p  th e Pa ll of Cold  
Ma tter  a bou t  h is  bon es  with  n o cerem on y n or  
ca re. How lon g a n d  th rou gh  wh a t  va s ty Cycles  
d id  th e Sea s

T
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ca reer  over  h im  s ilen t  a n d  forgotten  qu ite ; wh a t  a gon ies  
of joy a n d  ra ge, wh a t  m igh ty th roes  of b ein g h a ve b een , 
a n d  h ow often  felt  th rou gh ou t th e Rea lm  of Sea s , s in ce 
fir s t  th e  Dra gon  Lord ed  th ere, a n d  a ls o s in ce th e, t im e of 
h is  fin a l d ea th -s tru ggle th erein . How m a n y Revolu tion s  
of th e Un ivers e h a ve p a s s ed  s in ce, th is  Mon s ter  d rea d  ; 
h ow m a n y Ra ces  h a ve or  t ra m p ed , or  fleeted  with  win g, 
or  with  fin , over  h is  d es ola te b on es . 

Dea d  th es e illim ita b le yea rs , a n d  ob liviou s  a re th e 
Dra gon s , th ey a re com e to a  cer ta in  fin is , a n d  rea lize th e 
fa ct  of a  m a ch in e, con tr ived  for  n on e im a gin a b le En d  
wor th y of a  god , a n d  ca s t , a wa y b y th e In ven tor , or  
a b a n d on ed  for  a n  u n k n own  rea s on . Gen era ted  s oon  a fter  
th e a d ven t  of Tim e, a n d  extin gu is h ed  lon g b efore th e 
b ir th  of a n y Crea tu re cogn a te of Tim e, th es e old  Sea -
Dra gon s  a fford  th e m os t , com p reh en s ive In d ex of 
Etern ity k n own  b y s h eer  n ega tion s  a n d  em b lem s , s o 
a b s tra ct , th a t  th e n a tu ra l Eye of Ma n  en tirely fa ils  th em , 
a s  it  a ls o fa ils  h im  in  th e s olu t ion  of th e d is ta n ces  of 
teles cop ic Su n s . 

Th e Work s  of J eh ova h  b ein g lia b le to n o s u ch  a n  
im p u ta t ion  a n d  a  lik e fa te, th es e Dra gon s  ver ify th e 
a ct ion  of s om e oth er  Power  in  th e rem otes t  a ges  of ou r  
Ea r th . 

With  th is  s ilk en  th rea d  of Tru th  we m a y en ter  th e 
Ca vern s  of Tim e, s p ecu la te with  p rop r iety u p on  th e 
Mora l Mys ter ies  th erein  con cea led , a n d  a n a tom ize th em  
a ll. 

Reveren tly b owin g ou r  fa ces  to th e grou n d  we tra ce 
th e Sh a d ow of J eh ova h , th e s erp en t  Ha n a h a s h , th rou gh  
Sin u ou s  Gu lfs  of Ma ch ia vellia n  d ep th . If. in d eed , th a t  
Fa llen  An gel d id  s p a wn  for th  th e k in d red  b u t  m or ta l 
Dra gon s , in  th e b en t  of h is  m a lign a n t  tem p er , Crea t ive, 
a n d  ligh tin g u p  th e u n cou th  a n im a l Fra m e th ereof with  a  
s p a rk le of th a t  d is m a l fire wh ich  con s t itu tes  h is  very 
es s en ce, a n d  n o les s  h is  tea r les s  woe, s en t  it  u p on  th e 
b lood y m is s ion  to k ill a n d  yet  k ill on , u n til th e 
Gen era t ion s  b ein g fu lfilled , a n d  th e la s t  m u rd erer  
m u rd ered  b y Tim e in  h is  r igh teou s  tu rn , th e h ellis h  
a n im u s  exp elled  th en ce, rever ted  to th e Fa th er  of its  
a ccu rs ed  b ein g. Or , if h a n d lin g in a n im a te cla y, a n d  
fa s h ion in g it  in to th e h id eou s  s h a p e we recover  in  th es e 
Sea -Dra gon  b on es , Evil th en  d id  h im s elf en ter  th erein  to 
p os s es s  it , to p rop a ga te lik e m on s tros it ies  wh erewith  to 
d og, a n d  ter r ify, a n d  a ggr ieve th e Ea r th ly Dom in ion s  ; 
a n d  con ceivin g oth er  m on s ters , h orr id  Ca n cer , cra m p ed  
Urch in , or  Polyp  with  en orm ou s  ten ta cles , or  th e Dra gon  
with  win g gla zed  s k in n y for  a ir  or  for  s ea , ferociou s  a ll, 
d id  im b u e th em  with  h is  Legion a ry An gels , gloa t in g u p on  
on e a n oth er  fu r ies , in s ta n t  for  u n ivers a l Wa r ; wh en  lo ! 
th e Tim es  b ein g r ip e, th e Arm ies  ga th ered  togeth er , th ey 
fell a t  on e fell s woop  of th e In ca rn a te Fien d  h im s elf, 
wh ich , crown in g th e n u m b er les s  h ea p  of a b h orred  b od ies  
a t  Arm a ged d on , with  h is  own  gia n t  on e, left  Fu tu r ity 
th os e va s t  Res ervoirs  of p itch , a n d  m a ga zin es  of s u lp h u r  
a n d  oth er  p ois on ou s  s a lts , ferm en tin g th e ca rca s es  of 
th es e An a k im  ca s t  off. 

Or , jou rn eyin g from  b la ck  Ta r ta ru s , th a t  Old  Serp en t  
com in g in to th e ligh t  of th e b les s ed  Su n , a m b u s h ed  
a wh ile from  fea r  in  th e u n fu rn is h ed  a n d  s ilen t  ch a m b ers  
of th e Ocea n -Ea r th , wh ilom  J eh ova h , lea vin g m a tter  to 
a n  in evita b le p roces s , om n is cien t , well k n owin g th e En d  
a t  th e wh ich  He overru leth  th e Pr in ce of d a rk n es s , 
s u ffered  it  to p a s s . I s a y th a t  Old  Serp en t  a m b u s h in g d id  
a t tra ct  th e n igh t  of th in gs , th e a n tip od es  ou t  of wh ich  
s p ra n g th is  s a va ge b rood , in s p ir ited  with  th e d ru n k en  
fu m es , th e s a tu rn in e a u ra  of h is  a b h orren t  b ein g. 

Pyth on , h is  Ba tt les  in  Hea ven  en d ed  h op eles s ly, th e 

Ba tt lem en ts  of Hea ven  s o gu a rd ed  th a t  a t tem p t th em  
wh en  or  wh erever  h e m a y yet  s t ill in  va in ; Pyth on , 
b a n is h ed  th e Un ivers e h e a im ed  a t  in  Evil d a y, 
a b a n d on ed  to h im s elf th rou gh ou t Etern ity in  th e 
An tip od a l fiery, or  frozen , a n d  b la s ted  On e, d r iven  in  h is  
fra n tic cou rs e u p on  th e verge of th is  n ew wor ld  of 
m a tter , ca u gh t  a ll th e a n tith es is  th ereof u p on  th e 
in s ta n t . 

Th rou gh  th e, to u s , lon g a n d  d rea ry Revolu tion  of a n  
Em b ryo Pla n et , exp os ed  to a ll im a gin a b le com eta ry  
extrem es  of d rou gh t  a n d  d elu ge, th rou gh  Ea r th , Air , Fire, 
a n d  Wa ter , a n d  a ll th e oth er  n u m b er les s  a n a rch ica l 
con d it ion s  u n im a gin a b le, Ha n a h a s h  r ioted . Th e tra gic 
Colos s u s , n ext  on ce to J eh ova h , to wh om  on ce b owed  a ll 
b u t  On e, r ioted  th rou gh  a ll th e in ters t ices  of a tom s , 
d is gu is in g th e d a rk  s id es  th ereof a t  h is  will, a n d  ru lin g 
th em  in  th e m in d  of a  god  : Over  th e ch a otic Ea r th  h e 
s en t  ligh t  ob liqu ou s , th rou gh  th e Deep s  tu rb u len ce, s o 
th a t  th e Elem en ts , wres ted  to h is  p u rp os e, n ou r is h ed  th e 
a n im a l s p ir its  of h is  Sea -Dra gon s , over-p op u la t in g th e 
wh ole wor ld , Wa r  a n d  Dea th  reign in g over  th em  a ll 
with ou t  en d  : Th e m olecu la r  b od ies  ca u gh t  in  h is  fa ta l 
vor t ice, a r ra n gin g th em s elves  in  ob ed ien ce to a n  
im p era t ive La w of m in d , res u lt in g in  th e Ta n in im  we s et  
for th , a n d  oth er  ca rn ivorou s  a u tom a ta  lon g s in ce cea s ed  
from  th e Book  of life. 

Th e grea t  work  of Crea t ion  p rogres s in g to a  p oin t , th e 
Allm iglity Ru ler  cou ld  b u t  ob s erve th es e foreign  a n d  
a s p ic th in gs , a n d  th e m eres t  com m en t of th e Crea tor  
s u fficed  for  th eir  u t ter  eva n is h m cn t from  th e Ea r th : th e 
m ere a tom s  th em s elves , rejected  b y J eh ova h , rem a in in g 
a lon e from  th e n eigh b or in g p a r ts , k ep t  a p a r t  from  God ’s  
Ea r th  everm ore. 

An d  h ere in  th e la t ter  d a ys , n ow wh en  th e m en ta l 
p owers  of th e p os t-d ilu via n s  a re, p erh a p s , a t  th e very 
lowes t  eb b , a t  th eir  very a p h elion  rela t ively to th e Fa th er  
of Ligh ts , n ow wh en  a ll in tu it ion  of Tru th , eith er  foregon e 
or  to Com e, a ll th e Fa cu lt ies  of th a t  wis d om  p rop h etica l 
s o es teem ed  b y th e ea r lier  n a t ion s , th e d eca y of wh ich  
wa s  p a ra llel with  Th eir  gra d u a l a trop h y, n ow, wh en  a ll 
th es e Fa cu lt ies  lie torp id  in  th e b os om  of ou r  gen era l 
Ra ce, d o th es e Sk eleton s  of d es ecra ted  m a tter , th es e 
Hord es  of th e Sp ir itu a l Att ila  wh ich  ru led  in  th e d a rk  
Ages  b efore Ad a m  over  th e circu m flu en t  Ea r th , p rotru d e 
u p on  ou r  s igh t , in vok in g m em ories  wh ich  even  th e d ire 
Con fla gra t ion  of a ccom p lis h ed  Ea r th  s h a ll fa il to qu en ch , 
etern a l ever . 

As  th ou gh  Evil h im s elf, fores eein g th e tra gica l His tory 
of Ma n , es s a yed  th es e m on s ters , a n t icip a t in g oth er  
Fu r ies  lo b e loos en ed  u p on  u s , wh en  s u b jected  to 
Dem on s , s o th a t  h e m igh t  th e m ore cer ta in ly k n ow h ow 
to d eform , a n im a te, a n d  con ver t  m in d  its elf in to a  
ca p a city of Horror  u n im a gin a b le a n d  in fin ite. Up on  a  
Verge s o a wfu l we s ta n d  a gh a s t : a t  th e feet  of th e 
Precip ice roa r  th e Bla ck  Wa ters  of revolted  Tim es , u rgin g 
to th e Hea ven s . Th e Pa n ora m a  of Ages  s tretch in g ou t  
in to wa s te a n d  Des ola t ion , n ou r is h in g m on s ters  a lien  
b oth  to th e Con s titu t ion  a n d  th e Sou l of m a n . Bla s t  
s h r iek in g to b la s t  con tin u ou s , Provid en ce la u gh ed  to 
s corn , th e For tu n es  of m a n  a b a n d on ed  to Fien d s . 

Th es e Sea -d ra gon s , of th em  we m a y trea t  lea rn ed ly b y 
wh a t  a  won drou s  a pp lia n ce of r ibbed  join ts  th ey 
com pres s ed  a ir  in to th e lu n g, by wh ich  to s u s ta in  
th em s elves  a  lon g wh ile wh en  d r iven  to th e n eth er  
dep th s . With  wh a t  a  cu n n in g m a ch in e of eye th ey 
t ra pped  a n d  m a de u s e of God’s  b les s ed  ligh t , with  
wh a t  in ca rn a te gu ile th ey a ccom plis h ed  a  life 
a bh or red  of J eh ova h  ; we m a y t ra ce th e ch a n n els  of 
pois on  wh ich  d is t illed  from  th eir  livid  gu m s
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th e cra n ia l Ca vern s  in  wh ich  th eir  b ru ta l a p p etites  
lu rk ed , a n d  h a n d le a n d  exp a tia te on  teeth  n u rs ed  from  
th e cra d le in  b lood  : Bu t  th e Th em e d em a n d s  a  loft ier  
ton e; of a n te-h u m a n  Tim e, from  Nox a n d  Ereb u s , a n d  of 
ou r  m igh ty m oth er  Ea r th , th e fell Au toch th on es , th es e 
Ta n in im  Ged olim  in vok e th e lowerm os t  d ia p a s on  of th e 
Sp h eres  : Over  th e etern a l in fin itu d e floa t in g, th a t  m or ta l 
wh ich  h a p ly lis ten s  th e m u s ic of th e t rem en dou s  Sou l 
of Tim e, join s  in volu n ta ry in  th e m igh ty Ch oru s : Alp  
on  Alp  u pr is in g, th e "u n kn own  Ton gu e" com eth  
in tu it ively u pon  h im , in  th e wh ich  we ca n  a lon e 
p ron ou n ce a n d  com m u n ica te with  th e Powers  of th a t  
Un ivers e of wh ich  we were born  co-gods . 

Th u s , pon der in g th e lon g; Cycle in  th e va s t  
b a ck wa rd  of Ages , in  wh ich  cou rs ed  th es e fierce 
s ea -b ea s ts  m a lign a n t , over  wh os e in n u m erou s  
Pop u la t ion s  a  b la ck  god  p it iles s  reign ed , th e Gh os t  
of Ch a os  gu id in g u s  th rou gh

th e a n cien t  Os s u a ry of th e wor ld , s trown  th ick  with  th e 
s k eleton s  of th es e h u ge Dra gon s ,— we rea lize a n  
In tellectu a l Im a ge im m ea s u ra b ly gra n d  a n d  ter r ib le. 

From  th e b u s y Sea s  of ou r  own  Tim e, a d ven tu rou s ly 
s a ilin g for th  in to th e Ocea n  of th e Pa s t , ou t  u p on  th e 
lin es  of u n ivers a l wa ters , s tretch in g in to d ea d  In fin itu d e, 
n o Con tin en t , n or  Is le to b rea k  th e a wfu l exp a n s e, we 
look . 

Th e Nia ga ra s  of Tim e too, fa llin g ea ch  a  t rem en d ou s  
Ocea n  from  on e Sys tem  to a n oth er , over  th e Un ivers e 
from  th e La p  of h oa ry Etern ity,— we h ea r  th em  Roa r . 

Ma leficen t  win gs , lea th ery, ca refu lly gla zed  a n d  s tru n g 
in  Hell, overs h a d owin g th e u gly Ab or igin es  of th e wa tery 
wor ld , Serp en ts  a ll,— -we b eh old . 

An d  over  th em  a ll, a n d  a b ove a ll, in a cces s ib le to th e 
loft ies t  fligh t  of th e Ha lcyon  Sou l, in  fa r  im m en s ity, 
a lon e, J eh ova h , b les s ed  b e His  Holy Na m e, wh om  we 
wors h ip  a n d  a d ore. 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 
 

CONCLUSION. 
 

HE Cu rren t  of ou r  Argu m en t glid in g p a s t  m ore th a n  
on e " p on s  a s in oru m " of th e m od ern  Sch ool, a s  

con tra d is t in gu is h ed  from  th e An cien t  Aca d em u s , we 
h a ve ven tu red  to a s s u m e th e rou n d n es s  of th e p r im it ive 
Ea r th , a n d  a  u n ivers a l Clim a ta l La w over  its  en t ire 
circu m feren ce, d u r in g th e grea ter  p a r t  of th e Ep och  to 
wh ich  th e Pr im a ry a n d  Secon d a ry Rock s  b elon g. 

We h a ve a ls o in s is ted  u p on  th e Su cces s ion  of 
orga n is ed  m a tter , from  Vegeta b les  to m ollu s cou s  Fis h  
th rou gh  a ll th eir  k in d s , to Rep tiles  m a r in e, æ r ia l, a n d  
a qu a tic, a n d  a p p rop r ia ted  th e s u p er ior  Tra n s it ion a ry 
a n d  th e Secon d a ry Rock s  for  th em s elves , to th e 
exclu s ion  of a n y rea l ter res tr ia l a n im a ls  wh a tever . 

To p rove th e rou n d n es s  of th e Glob e, in  its  or igin a l 
ch a otic Sta te, requ ires  on ly th e s im p les t  figu res  a n d  
p roces s es  of rea s on , m a tter  b ein g th e n u m era tor  a n d  
d en om in a tor  b oth . Th e gen er ic orga n ic rem a in s  too of 
a n y given  rock  on  on e s id e of th e Ea r th , a re rep ea ted  a t  
its  a n t ip od es . Mr . Da rwin  fou n d  a t  th e Pa s s  of Pu qu en a , 
Sou th  Am er ica , n ot  on ly Lia s , b u t  th e gryp h ites , os træ , 
tu ir itellæ , a m m on ites , a n d  tereb ra tu læ  wh ich  b elon g to 
th e Lia s  u n d er  ou r  feet . Com m od ore Sir . C. Bu llen  
collected  a t  Fern a n d o Po, Accra , a n d  Sier ra  Leon e, fos s il 
orga n ic rem a in s  con gen erou s  with  th os e of Lym e Regis . 
A s er ies  of Secon d a ry Lim es ton es  Covers  a  va s t  Area  in  
Sou th  Eu rop e a n d  As ia , th e orga n ic Crea tu res  of wh ich  
exis ted  in  th e cotem p ora n eou s  Ocea n  wh ich  th en  
covered  Am er ica . Th e Mos a s a u ru s , of Ma es tr ich t , h a ve 
b een  fou n d  th ou s a n d s  of m iles  a p a r t , wh ile th e p etr ified  
Vegeta b les  of Melville's  Is la n d , in  th e Frozen  Zon e, a s  
t r iu m p h a n tly s h ow th a t  on e gen era l th erm a l tem p era tu re 
p erva d ed  th e wh ole glob e. 

Th e con flict in g Elem en ts  of ou r  own  t im e res u lt  in  
a n yth in g b u t  h a rm on ies  lik e th es e. No ca u s es  a fter  
th e fa s h ion  n ow in  op era t ion  cou ld  p rod u ce th es e 
u n ivers a l Form a tion s , n or  s u s ta in  th e crea tu res  
wh ich  we fin d  everywh ere en tom b ed  in  th eir  
b owels . Th e old  Pop u la t ion s  of th e Glob e were a s  
foreign  to th os e of th e p res en t  d a y, a s  a re th os e, 
p rob a b ly, of Sa tu rn , a n d  th e con d it ion s  of 

th e Ea r th  th ey occu p ied  were n eces s a r ily n o les s  
d ifferen t  from  ou r  own . 

An d  with  res p ect  to th e crea t ive ord er  of Livin g 
Th in gs , th e p r ior ity of Vegeta b le life is  a  s elf-
d em on s tra ted  fa ct , n o crea tu re b ein g a b le to exis t  
with ou t  vegeta b les , eith er  b y in s ta n t  a s s im ila t ion , or  
th rou gh  a  s u b s id ia ry p ers on . Th e n u m erou s  Sp ecies  too 
in to wh ich  th e u n s tra t ified  Rock s  a re m eta m orp h os ed , 
p rove th em  to h a ve b een  fu s ed  b y h ea t , ea ch  on e 
Stra tu m  a r ra n gin g its elf in  p rop or t ion  to th e len gth  of its  
liqu id ity ; a n d  a s  th es e con s t itu te th e very Fou n d a tion s  
of th e Glob e, it  is  cer ta in  th a t  a  d egree of h ea t  form er ly 
in ves ted  it  wh ich  n o Sa la m a n d er  cou ld  b rea th e. Th e 
h igh es t  tem p era tu re in  wh ich  a n y crea tu re on  th is  Ea r th  
is  k n own  to exis t  is  a b ou t  1 5 0 ", in  wh ich  s om e fis h es  live 
in  th e h ot  s p r in gs  of th e Ma n illa s , wh ile Son n era t  
m en tion s  s evera l p la n ts  flou r is h in g in  a  th erm a l r ivu let  
1 7 4  º. 

We h a ve p a u s ed  u p on  th e "Footm a rk s ," in  th e Red  
Sa n d s ton e, th e Ston es field  " Op os s u m ," a n d  th e a lled ged  
d is covery of th e b on es  of ter res tr ia ls  in  s econ d a ry Rock s , 
u p on  wh ich  s u b jects  geologis ts  a ltogeth er  d iffer . An d  
s in ce m a n y ferven tly a b et  th es e a llega tion s , wh ich  th ey 
a re, n ever th eles s , qu ite u n a b le to m a in ta in , we h a ve n o 
h es ita t ion  in  rep ea lin g th a t  th ey ca r ry with  th em  n o 
p roof of a n y va lu e wh a tever , a n d  u t ter ly reject  a n d  d efy 
th em  a ll. 

Th a t  Stra n ge Sa u ru s , b oth  b ird  a n d  rep tile, th e 
Pterod a ctyle, with  h is  lon g n eck , tooth -a rm ed  b ea k , d u n  
m em b ra n eou s  win gs  p h a la n ga l t ip p ed  with  n a ils , cla im s  
th e Sea . His  s h or t  Coccygis  a n d  th e p ecu lia r  m ech a n is m  
of th e win gs , s p rea d  b y on e lon g d igit , wh ile a ll th e oth er  
fin gers  a re s tu n ted ; h is  h ea d  too s o h ea vy th a t  it  m u s t  
h a ve con fin ed  h is  fligh ts  in  th e a ir  to th e m eres t  d is ta n ce 
; a ll th es e a n d  m a n y oth er  s in gu la r it ies  p rove th e 
Pterod a ctyle to h a ve lived  ch iefly in  th e s ea . Squ a tt in g 
h is  lea n  h a u n ch es  u p on  rock s  ou tfit t in g over  th e b la ck  
Ab ys s es , or  over  or  u n d er  th e wa ters , th is  m on s ter  
d ra gon  lived  th rou gh  m a n y wea ry a ges , a  s ooty Fien d  
d olorou s  a n d  Lord  of th e d ea d  wa s tes  of th e b r in y Sea . 

T
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Moreover , it  wa s  im p os s ib le to a void  th e m u ch  
d is p u ted  qu es t ion  of Tim e a n d  d u ra t ion , a  rock  u p on  
wh ich  n o on e h a s  h ith er to s teered  with ou t  fou n d er in g; 
a n d  for  wh ich  th e Holy Scr ip tu res  h a ve b een  p erver ted  
b y th e u n clea n  of h a n d  in  a  wa y to m a k e u s  regret  th eir  
t ra n s la t ion  in to ou r  m oth er  ton gu e. Th e in ca p a city of 
m a n k in d  to com p reh en d  m ore th a n  on e of th e th ou s a n d  
a n gles  of Tim e, viz. th a t  wh ich  h e fa ces  a lwa ys  in  th e fea r  
a n d  p er il of Dea th , s h ou ld , m eth in k , h a ve m a d e u s  
ca refu l h ow we a p p roa ch ed  th em . Th e As ia t ics  gen era lly, 
a n d  th e Heb rews  in  p a r t icu la r  h a ve a  m u ch  m ore 
p h ilos op h ica l Dict ion a ry of Tim e th a n  th e Eu rop ea n s , 
wh o m ea s u re Cycles  a n d  Ep icycles  cor rect ly, b u t  
d ign ifyin g th em  a s  Elem en ts  in  th e res olu t ion  of Tim e, 
th ey en tirely over look  th e m ora l qu a n tit ies  b y wh ich  th e 
form er  rea ch  th eir  gra n d  con clu s ion s . Th e s h or t  Circle 
we ru n  a rou n d  th e Su n  is  a d a p ted  to ou r  lim its , b u t  
wh a t  is  th a t  com p a red  to th e Cycle of a ll th e wor ld s . Th e 
Seer , s ta n d in g in  th e Pres en ce of J eh ova h , Ch a os  a n d  
th e Begin n in g of th in gs  ou t-b a t t lin g b efore h im , 
p en etra ted  Sys tem s  b eyon d  ou r  im a gin a tion , a n d  
Equ a tion s  to u s  u n k n own . His  Per iod s  of Tim e were 
reck on ed  b y th em , a n d  n ot  th e fleet in g on es  in  com m on  
vis e, s o th a t  a ll ou r  Es s a ys  a fter  th e Ch ron ology of Mos es  
m u s t  en d  in  d is a p p oin tm en t u n til we ob ta in  th e 
m ea s u res  b y wh ich  h e fra m ed  it . In  d is ta n t  Ages , wh en  
th e teles cop ic In s tru m en ts  of m en ’s  m in d s  s h a ll b e b et ter  
u s ed  a n d  k n own , th e cen tre of Rela t ion  to wh ich  th e 
Ea r th  rea lly b elon gs  m a y b e fou n d , a n d  th e Scr ip tu res  
u n d ers tood  in  a  m a tter  a b ou t  wh ich  we ca n  n ow h a rd ly 
s p ecu la te with ou t  im p iety. 

Na tu ra l Religion  b ein g con fes s ed ly in s u fficien t , a t  th e 
s a m e t im e it  ca r r ies  u s  on wa rd  to th e la s t  s ta ge b u t  on e 
towa rd s  th e s olu t ion  of th e gra n d  Argu m en t of p re-
h u m a n  Tim e a n d  th in gs , we h a ve in vok ed  th e Sp h yn x in  
th e n a m e of God , a n d  d ecyp h ered  r id d les  b y Revela t ion . 
Th e fa s h ion a b le d octr in e th a t  Evil is  in fin itely 
overb a la n ced  b y good , a n d  even  m a d e to s u b s erve a n d  
m u lt ip ly th a t  good , s o th a t  it  m a y b e d ou b ted  if th ere b e 
s u ch  a  th in g a s  Evil a fter  a ll, is  a  Sop h is m  wh ich  fa iled  
th e Stoics  two th ou s a n d  yea rs  a go, a n d  ca lcu la ted  for  a n  
in fid el m er id ia n  a lon e. Th e a rgu m en t for  a n  etern a l 
s u cces s ion  of Sp ecies  h a vin g b een  d is p os ed  of, we 
ca n n ot  res is t  th e in n u m era b le ten d en cies  wh ich  p oin t  to 
th e fir s t  m a n  a s  th e m os t  p er fect  of a ll th e work s  of 
J eh ova h  ; a n d  His tory tes t ifies  of ren own ed  Sa ges , 
La wgivers , a n d  Mech a n icia n s , th e s ou n d  of wh os e 
wis d om  a n d  s k ill p u ts  th a t  of th e m od em s  to s h a m e ; 
n a tu re h ers elf, s ym p a th izin g with  m in d , th en  b rou gh t  
for th  a n im a ls  a s  m u ch  la rger  th a n  th eir  d es cen d a n ts  a s  
th e In tellect  of co-tem p ora ry m a n  wa s  n ob ler  th a n  ou r  
own . Th e Ba n k s  of Rio Pla ta  h a ve s k eleton s  of a n  
a rm a d illo, Pa ta gon ia  of a  Lla m a  a n d  Rod en t , th r ice th e 
s ize of th eir  s u rvivin g con gen ers , a n d  th e rem a in s  of 
Pa ch yd erm a ta  colos s a l b y th e s id e even  of ou r  m od ern  
gia n ts , a re d is p ers ed  over  a ll th e wor ld . Th e h u ge 
ca rn ivorou s  Ra ces  fou n d  in  Ca vern s  a n d  gra vel-b ed s  
h a ve a  s econ d  m ora l from  wh en ce it  is  im p os s ib le to 
es ca p e, a n d  th e Ea r th  is  filled  with  u n cou n ted  Ru in , b u t  
ill-con cea led  with  flowers . 

Ma n  too, exiled  from  th e grea t  Con tin en t  of th e 
Un ivers e, s h a ck led  with  a n ces tra l iron s , p it ifu l a n d  
n a k ed , exp os ed  to every Tem p es t , on  th e b r in k  of 
Etern ity, s p la s h in g frequ en t  to Su icid es  Im m orta l.—  

Or  wa n d er in g over  th e Pr is on -Ea r th  con tem p la t ive of 
a  d is ta n t  a n d  s tra n ge Cou n try, ou r  fin a l h om e, b a n is h ed  
th en ce s o lon g for  n o trea s on  of ou r  own , ever  a n d  a n on  
glim p s in g ter r ib le Sp ectres  of Migh t , ou r  evil Gen ii.—  

Or  fleein g from  Th em  in  ter ror , forgetfu l of th e d is m a l 
Tim es , look in g b a ck  retros p ective fa r  over  th e win try 
Ocea n , in to Pre-a d a m ic Sh a d es , we en cou n ter  execra b le 
a n d  d rea ry th in gs  in  th e a b ou n d in g Ch a os . Th rou gh  
b r in y clou d s  in cu m b en t im p etu ou s  Mon s ters  glea m  
p h ren it ic, livid , or  green , or  s wa r th y s n a k es , 
qu a d ru p ed a l a n d  d ea d ly. Wid e over  th e d es ola te Sea s  
wa rr in g Dra gon s  in n u m era b le a n d  h id eou s , en a ctin g 
Perd it ion ._ 

Wh ich ever  Sign  of th e Va s ty Zod ia c gird lin g th e World , 
m en a cin g Im a ges  gloom y a n d  a lien  to th e Na tu re of Ma n , 
d a re a n d  con fron t  h im . 

An d  th e An im a l, a ls o th e Sp ir itu a l typ e of Horror  a n d  
Woe, from  n a ta l Tim e d own wa rd  to th es e ou r  Da ys , a n d  
th rou gh ou t th e Etern a l Pers p ective To com e, is  Dra con ic 
a n d  Rep tile. 

Th e m or ta l Dra gon , wh ich  fir s t  t rou b led  th e p r im a l 
Ea r th , lu rk in g in  th e b owels  of th e Ea r th , th e fa r  Cen tre, 
tu rn ed  from  Ligh t  in s t in ct ive, a n t icip a t ive. 

Th e Em p eror  of Dra gon  Sp ir its , Orcu s , ru leth  th e 
n eth er  Dep th s , cop ed  with  b la ck  a d a m a n t, 

 
" Ach eron t ia  Tem pla , a lta , Orci, pa llida , 
Let i om n u b ila , obs ita  ten ebr is  loca .” 

 
Th e ca rca s es  of th e Sea -Dra gon s  a re s trown  over  th e 

wh ole Ea r th  ; a n d  th u s  s h a ll d ire th u n d erb olts  win ch  
s h a ttered  life ou t  of th em , fa ll u p on  a n d  over th row th e 
Kin d red  Legion s  of Sa th a n u s . 

On wa rd  th en , to th e En d  of Tim e, wh en  th e Riva l 
God s  s h a ll com e to th eir  la s t  Ba tt le, in  th e oth er  
Arm a ged d on , ou r  World  b ein g s a ck ed  a n d  its  a s h es  
s ca t tered  to th e Win d s  of Sp a ce. 

Th y Sp ir it , O Rea d er , a n d  m in e own  s h a ll b e th ere, in  
th a t  s a m e Ba tt le-field  : In  Coa t  of Ma il im p en etra b le b y 
ra re in d u ction s  from  th es e s a m e Sea -Dra gon s , a n d  with  
Wea p on s  of Sp oil ta k en  from  th e En em y in  th e Tou rn ey 
of Ea r th , th ere will we m u s ter  Hos t . 

Th e Delu ge of Wra th  on ce loos en ed  u p on  th e Ea r th , 
s h a ll b e let  s lip  a ga in  in  a n  Ocea n  of Fire 
in extin gu is h a b le, a n d  roa r  res p on s ive to th e a gon ized  
Legion s  of th e Old  Dra gon , overwh elm ed  in  His  tu rn . 

Th e b a n efu l Dra gon s , O Sea s , a re gon e: Fien d s , 0  
Ea r th , h a ve filled  th ee with  th e b on es  of Defea t  a n d  
Dea th . Fu tu re An gels  to wh om  th e Wa rs  a n d  
Des tru ct ion s  of Tim e a re u n k n own , s h a ll s eek  
th rou gh ou t th e lim it les s  Em p ires  of Sp a ce th eir  gh a s t ly 
rem a in s , a n d  fin d in g a m on gs t  th em  th e s elf-s a m e 
Wea p on s  of wh ich  we s p ea k , b e cu r iou s  in  rem ote 
cen ten a r ies  to h ea r  a n ew th e Ta le of th e Dra gon s  
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